King, Queen leave to U.K. 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tlieir Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor Wednesday left for London on a pri- 
vate visit King Hussein and Queen Noor were seen 
off by His Roy^ Highness Cro^ Prince Hassan, sev- 
eral Princes, Prime Minister Abdul Salam (i^jali and 
Royal Court (^ef Fayez 'Ihrawneb. Prince Hassan 
was sworn in as Regent during die King's absence. 



Three Jordanim pilsners 
retuiii fivm l&iwait 

AMMAN (Petra) — Three more Jordanians who 
recently released from Knwairi prisons arrived back 
home on Thesday. btmging to 13 the mmdra' of Jot- 
have retnrned'to the Kir^donL-Tbetfaree 
were pardoned on April' 27 under a decree pftdomng 
foe Jordanian prisoners; vriioiwere serv^ l^year 
prison terms on charges aiidihg foe fovees dDr- 

ing fow occupation of the esnirate. 
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Addressing members of three authorities: 


King stresses that objectives of peace process will prevail 

‘Netanyahu has no respect for the Palestinians and no 

commitment to the resolutions and agreements signed’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ms 
Mqesty King Hussdn on 
Wbdn^day said diat peace 
will prevail in the region 
despite foe Israeli govern- 
ment's disrespect for foe 
Palestinians and its anogance 
towards foe U.S„ vdiich will 
only turn foe worid against 
foe Jewish state. 

King Hussein told membecs 
of the le^lative, esteculive 
and Judith aufooiities — 
gathered at foe Royal Court 
foe a wide-ranging meeting 
on foe future course of the 
Kingdom and foe r^ion — 
that “the peace process will 
continue, and. with God's 
help, achieve its purpose and 
objectives of just, hcNKiurable 
and lasting peace.” 

The King said the 14-month 
stalemate in the peace process 
showed that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu has no "respect for 
the Palestinians and no com- 
mitment to foe resolutions 
and agreements signed, such 
as U.N. Resolutions 2A2 and 
338, and the Oslo and Hebrcm 
accends.” 

The U.S. shared Jordan’s 
views on Israel's attitude 
towards peace and interna- 


tional law, the King said in his 
45-minute speech- 
The King slammed a threat 
by Mr. Netanyahu, rqxNted 
by tite Israeli press aa Mon- 
day, he win Washing- 
ton on fire” if U.S. President 
Bill Clinton blames Tel 
fix' the protracred deadlock on 
the Palestinian-Israeli track. 

*T believe that die last time 
that Washington was on fire 
was during the revolution 
against the British colonial 
power, when British troops 
burnt down the White House,” 
foe King noted, remiiidiDg 
Israel that foe U.S. havei^ 
vided [the Jewish state] with 
weapons and fimds.” 

Tte Kiiig also criticised Me 
Netanyahu’s threat to exclude 
foe European Uinon fiom the 
peace pcocess if it continues 
to describe foe Palestinian ter- 
litoties as occupied land. 

In the past, tite King noted, 
Arabs “provoked the worid, 
and the wcnld turned against 
us. 

“I believe the {ticture has 
changed now, and die oppo- 
site is h^^pening,” he said 
The (^ed on all 

Palestinians to stay united 
behind Palestinian President 


Yasser Arafat “because any 
divisirm, God finbid, consti- 
tutes a weakness aad cause 
harm and riisaotw that might 
hefan foe Palestiluans, and us 
as well” 

The Palestinians have 
accepted a U.S. proposal for 
an Israeli wifodrawal from a 
furfiier 1 3 per cent of the Wsst 


"It is left to eacfa'lndivifoial 
tt> take a dedsitm on fois mat- 
ter, and those who do not 
want to normalise relations 
wifo listael are free to do so.” 
Islamists and leftists have 
boycotted last November's 
general elections in protest 
against die peace treaty and 
normalisation. The King how- 


‘Our march will not achieve 
aspired purpose if we continue 
to follow same path’ 


Bank, but Mr. Netanyahu 
rgected it as a threat for his 
country’s security. 

Reiterating Jordan’s full 
suiqxxt for the Palestinians, 
the King tackled die issue of 
normalisation of ties wifo 
Israel — a thorn in the flesh in 
relations between the govern- 
ment and the c^iposition since 
Jordan signed 1994 peace 
treaty wifo IsraeL 

Addressing opposition 
deputies inesent at the Royal 
Court gathering, the K^ 
caDed toterance and social 
peace. 


ever urged the t^^xisitioQ to 
respect foe will of the majori- 
ty. “who are fed up with wars, 
bloodshed and losses, and 
with firing day by day, witii- 
out knowing ^ fote of dieir 
children or foe destiny of the 
fuhire generations. 

'T believe that any commit- 
ment accepted by dbe majori- 
ty and constitutio^y 
endorsed becomes binding 
and should be {xotected. 

“Any tampering wifo it 
would c^ien the do^ for ofo- 
ers to tamper wifo ofoer mat- 
ters,” tite King warned. 


The Kmg went on to outline 
the shortcomings as well as 
the achievemenls of the three 
aufooiities of the and 
ur^d a new era of cooperar 
tioo and undetsouding 
between government and 
opposition. 

*Tn my view, our march is 
slow and it wifi not achieve 
tile aspired purpose if we con- 
tinue to fbHow the ■■ame pat- 
tern,” the IGng said. 

The King urged more 
“coordination bMween ' the 
l^;islative aiitiiority — which 
p]^ and designs — and the 
execidive autb^ty. 

'T lodt forward to seeing 
dialogue taking place about 
every law and I hope we can 
enlist the help of ^ judicial 
authority so diat no draft law 
can reach the Lower House 
until it has been fuUy studied 
and is conrincing and meets 
an conditions.” 

Controversial amendments 
to the 1993 Press and Publica- 
tions Law introduced by die 
government in May 1997 
were aTinnHeri m 
January as imronsrifiitioTMt 

(CoDrinued on p^e 7) 



His Majesty King Hnssein addresses members pf the exc cuU ye^ Ifgjalatfvy attd judidgl 
anlhoiiries aftera Iimchem banqnetrmjWednesdj^^diofo by Yonosef'^AlIaxi^-' >: 


Singapore rejects Netanyahu visit 

U.S.: Day is not far before going public on 
reasons behind failure of peace proposals 

Excluding Israel from plans, Vedrine says it is impossible to 
convoke a peace conference with Netanyahu’s participation 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

WH EFFORTS to end 
the 14-month deadlock in 
the peace process wifo foe 
Palestinians at a near dead 
end, Israel faced growing 
impatience Wednesday 
from the United States and 
Europe. 

“Ainerica is angry, 
Europe attacks us and Sin- 
gapore stiffs us,” ran the 
headline of foe daily 
Maariv after Singapore 
refused to welcome a pro- 
posed visit by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, citing his hard- 
line stance in the peace 
process. 

Washington, meanwhile, 
after talks last week 
between Mr. Netanyahu 
and U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright 
brought no breakthrough, 
repeated threats to drop its 
mediation efforts and 
blamed Israel for foe fail- 
ure. 

U.S. State Department 


spokesman James Rubin 
warned foal 'the day is not 
far” when the United States 
would have to publicly 
explain foe failure of its 
proposals to break foe 
deadlock, which Mr. 
Netanyahu has repeatedly 
reject^ 

Israeli Public Security 
Minister Avigdor Kahalani 
bristled at foe warnings 
from Washington. ‘This is 
back to psyctological war- 
fare. Th^ are attempts to 
pressure Israel,” he said. 

Israel also faced pressure 
from foe European Union 
(EU). which has threatened 
to exclude products made 
in Jewish sefoements in the 
occupied West Bank, Gaza 
Strip and Golan Heights 
from tariff breaks given to 
Israeli products. 

The council of ministers 
of the European Commis- 
sion is to debate foe sanc- 
tions on June 8, European 
diplomatic sources here 
said (see feature on page 
12 ). 

Undaunted by growing 


intemational isolation, Mr. 
Netanyahu has assured his 
ri^t-wing government that 
he will continue to reject 
U.S. proposals that he con- 
duct a troop withdrawal 
from another 13 per cent of 
foe West Bank. 

After foe flurry of meet- 
ings wifo Ms. Albright last 
week seemingly hit a dead 
end over Mr. Netanyahu's 
rejection, the United States 
h^ not announced plans for 
resumed contacts, not even 
a new mission by its Mid- 
dle East envoy, Dennis 
Ross. 

Thlks, however, were 
scheduled for Thursday 
between' Ms. Albright and 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Sbaiaa, making a 
brief stop in foe United 
St^ on his way back to 
Damascus from a confer- 
ence in Colombia, foe 
Washington Post reported 
on Wednesday. 

The Post said foe U.S. 
State Department con- 
firmed foe meeting, 
although it had not been 


officially aimounced. It 
quoted a diplomat as saying 
the meeting had been initi- 
ated by foe Syrians. It also 
said foe U.S. State Depart- 
ment had informed foe 
Israeli embassy about foe 
talks. 

Mr. Netanyahu, mean- 
while. took the offensive 
against Europe, warning 
that sanctions against set- 
tlement-made products 
*Nvould severely hurt rela- 
tions between Europe and 
Israel and put an end to 
Europe's attempts to play a 
role in foe peace process.” 

Tf Europe doesn’t care 
about foe unemployment 
which [sanctions] would 
cause, then we have no rea- 
son to care about reducing 
unemployment among the 
Palestinians,” be said. 

Some 15,000 Palestinians 
hold jobs in Jewish settle- 
ments in foe occupied terri- 
tories. according to Israeli 
statistics. 

Mr. Netanyahu's foplo- 

(Continiied on page 7) 


Israel orders 
renovation 
at A1 Aqsa 
stopped 

TEL AVIV (AP) — In a 
new showdown over 
Islam's third holiest shrine, 
Israel's police minister on 
Wednesday ordered renova- 
tions of a vault undetneafo 
A1 Aqsa Mosque to be 
stopped. 

Muslim offiHals com- 
plied temporarily, but said 
they would resume work 
soon and that Israel had no 
right to intervene. 

The 11-acre walled plat- 
form is the most sensitive 
spot in the Israeli-Arab con- 
flict, and both Muslims and 
Jews closely w^h for any 
changes intioduced by foe 
other side. 

In September 1996, 
Israel's opening of an 
archaeological tunnel along 
foe compound triggered 
Isiaeli-PalestiniaD clashes 
in which SO people were 
killed. 

At issue in foe latest dis- 
pute is a dark. Hank vault 
below A1 Aqsa Mosque tiiat 
is used as a prayer area dur- 
ing busy times, such as Fri- 
day. foe Muslim day of rest, 
and the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. The vault bolds 

(Continned on page 7) 



Crown Prince receives Shaath 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness 
Oown Prince Hasan, die R^ent, \^^dnesday 
stressed Jordan’s full and unwavering. sufipcit 
fig the Palestinians in their endeavours to r^jaia 
foeirlegiiimateiigteaodesCai^aniad^ia- 
deot state on PalKtinian national senL 

Hassan, gwakmg aftw an flf 

tire Royal Court w^ tite Patestirnan Mmister of 
Planning and Tntgrnarinnfli cVx ip e ration Natal 
Shaath, called for every posable effort to be 
made to ensure an end to tiie stalled peace 
process, by le^Kcting and im^dementing all 
agreemeols rearfoedl 


RinCe Hassan and" Dc ^laarii riiOTwawl 
means to fintiier develop bilateral relatioaos. 
stressing the import an ce cooperaticn and 
ooonfinatioa beeweea Joedan andthe PalestimaD 
Nteit^ Autixxity (PNA) od (he Bethlehem 
project ^ddeh ^ include and aihnral 

p o graruin es. Tbe prejeef will he 
mtte year 2000 to m^dte second tnOlenmum 
after ^Ixrtii of Gbiist 
The meeting was attended by Royd Court 
Chief Fayez Tatawneh and Pdme 

isitt fig Devdopmert Affairs ^Foreign Mm- 
isterJawadAn^ 


Shbeilat insists on appeal 


AMMAN a.T.) — Laitii 
Shbeilat, who was pardoned 
by His M^esty IQng Hussdn 
cm Monday, yestesdity 
founited the ptodoa and coor 
ditiraied malfoig tite news of 
his refusal piddic oh the 
release of all prisoners who 
were included in a 1996 getk 
era! amnesty, whom, accord^ 

ing to him^ WMTiairi impris - 
01^ 


T was taken by surprise tty 
what 1 read m newspipexs tins 
rrnaong [Tbesday] tiiklhave 
been pardoned,” 
said in a lettg to die Swaqa 
prison warden where he is 
being held since he was sen- 
(EDCed (D ninft.Tfifwlh hn pris - 
oament by the State Secoi^ 
Court CD May 13. 

King Hussein osdoed IAl 
Sfabeilat’s retease dmiiig a sur- 


prise visit to tite pxrfessifmat 
union’s oonqdex oq Monday. 

' ‘The Sibdlat aSik is oveq 
w^ Ins cdle^aes as guaran- 
tors fig Um,” the ttdd 
sepaiBS fidiowing the con- 

dUS30a.(tf the Tne^tng wjtil 
professional nnkm p resiHente 
. But Me Shbeilat said in foe 
letter, - released by foe 

(Contimied on page 7) 


Flowers, wine on path to trade fraud brawl between European Union and Israel 


By Donbas Hamflttm 
Reaers 

BRUSSELS — Israeli Piine 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
sharply raised the stakes on 
Tuesdty in a row with the 
European Union (EU) ovct 
alleg^ trade fiand, EU offi- 
cials said his broadside would 
not make them bend EU rules. 

Mr. Netanyahu said aity 
European move aimed at stop- 
ping what Brussels looks 
like export fiaud “wifi put an 
end to arty attempt of the Euro- 
pean Union to any kind of 
facilitating role in tie peace 
process. 


Tt wOl immediately tefi us 
that tie European Uniai is not 
in fact a ladlitahg of equal 
standing and equal tynq^alhies, 
but in fact is a one-sided 
er,” he told a conference of 
financial analysts in Tel Aviv. 

He also warned that Israeli 
hisrnesses damaged by EU 
action would not be oNiged to 
continue emptoying E^lestinian 
labouc 

In Bnissels, European Com- 
mission (EQ sources said they 
were not surprised Ity Mr. 
Netaityahu's hard-line positicn 
and insisted the tinting of their 
ccmplaint had everything to do 
witii alleged fraud and nothing 


to do with stalled peace talks. 

“Aity time of the year is a 
hard rinw to say to tite Israelis 
that anythin g at all weight be 
wirin g in their country” a coni- 
misrion source commented. 
“They always accuse us of sys- 
tematic harassment to put i»es- 
sure on tiieir ^tvemmeoL'' 

The EC tite executive atm of 
the 15-member bloc, said last 
week that the EU should stq) 
any imports fiom Israeli settle- 
ments in the occuined terdto- 
ties which benefited Dkgally 
fiom trade privileges granted to 
Israel proper. 

It says traders have com- 
plained that piderentird-taiiff 


imports supposedly fiom Israel 
actually contain goods fiom die 
West Bank and Gaza, Arab east 
Jer usalem and tite Golan 
Hd^its. 

‘Tltis is neidter a boycott ncr 
a sanctioi," a comntisskn 
spokesman said on Tbesday. 
‘^’s just a simple implementa- 
tio) (tf the ti^ agteemenL.. 
Agflcements need to be respect- 
ed and Israel cannot be ma^ an 
exoepticxL.” 

He said the K had a 1^ 
obfigatkm to police EU trade 
agreements with outside states 
and to ixevent traders maldog 
fiaudul^ profits fion divert- 
ing goods. 


Israeli dl^omatic sources in 
the EU ctqtital said tiiat was 
nonsense. ‘Ttds is pure p(tiltics 
and they know it,” said one. 

Israri believes the EU is sim- 
ply trying to use economic 
leverage to punish die 
Netanyahu government fig the 
stalemate in the hfiddle East 
peace p rocess, as Ra tesrinian 
Ptesidect Yasso- Arafat urged 
EU leaders to do last week. 

A commission source noted 
that Israel had tried to ™kp. a 
political issue of a row with the 
EU last year over QEaoge juice, 
vhen the EC couqtiained thtt 
juice entering EU markets 
under tite zero doty trade rules 


was mosdy fiom BrazQ. 

Isiari luri subsequent^ with- 
drawn twD-titiids of (xange 
juice certificates ctf (xigin, he 
said A commissioQ document 
put the loss to the EU budget at 
about S44 millkxL 
No figure has been gjveo fig 
ksses in the latest 
allied cases of fiaud, invotv- 
ing goods fitxn various eco- 
ncxztic sectors. - QBBdals 
declined to give details but cut 
flowers and “wine fiom the 
fTnIan wete meo- 

tuxied by <ge source. 

hi addition to passing- off 
products fiom Israeli tettle- 
ments as prodnee of Israel, 


Isradi traders were, also 
tiwir power to fixee Palestini- 
ans to sdl to t h em of 
diteedy to the EU export mar- 
ket, the sources said' 

Under the pretext of security, 
Palesdnian apoas of goods 
smdi as cat flowos could be 
delayed and HamagpH, unless 
tiiey pass tixough an Israeli 
utiddlteDan, they said 

year; Israd filled its 
entire quota of cut fiowios to 
the EU while the FUlestiiiians 
onlydj d lOperceotof tfaeus,”a 
cran mi saon touioe said Tltis - 
is a penneite tysiran flut uses 
forced' iritdmediaries. Those 
vfoo don't play are blacUisied” 


Fordgn n tin i s teo of tite HJ, 
^^dtteh does not leob^tise 
Isradi daims to die occqtied 
temtories, were doe to discuss 
the issue at a regular meeting in 
BnisseisnextMbDdty: 

In Britain^ vfflidl nnfTWitly 
Ixtids foe ElTs wearing prea- 
4eocy, a gnv Bmi’nftnf fliffiftta? 
s^ tite commisrioa’s views . 
were not naf w«n rny ihftBft of 
the EU member sttees. - 

*T1k council wiB consider it 
aixi m due cooiSe;:ii:^. or may- ' 
not adopt die ccibcl(6k^ ft is 
too ca&f to ssty.,; fiete'is hoc 
necesssify.gQing.to be a ded- , 
Sioa[QDMay25],”hesaid . . 
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No Saudi mediation between 


U.S., Iran — minister 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi 
Defence Minister Prince Sul- 
iun Ben Abdul .Aziz said in 
comments published on 
Wednesday that Saudi Arabia 
was not mediating between 
Iran and the United States. 

The London-based Saudi 
newspapers Asharq A1 Awsat 
and AJ Hayat also quoted 
Prince Sultan as telling 
reporters in the oorthem 
Saudi town of Tsduik that the 
kingdom s relations with its 
non-Arab Gulf neighbour 
were impro\ ing. 

Asked to comment on 
reports that Saudi Arabia had 
told LI.S. Vice President A1 
Gore earlier this month it was 
willing to mediate between 
Washington and Tehran. 
Prince Sultan said: “On 
Saudi Arabia's relatioas with 
IrarL 1 cannot say they are at 
their best but they are head- 
ing to the better." Asharq AJ 
Awsat quoted the prince as 
saying. 


Riyadh says working to lift 
U.N. sanctions on Iraq 


RIYADH CAFP) — Saudi Arabia is working for a lifiinjg of the 
U.N. sanctions on Iraq but its PiesidenL Saddam Hussein, must 
first implement all U.N. Security Council resolutions, the Saudi 
defence minister smd. "\Ve are still working for the lifting of dte 
embar^ on the brotherly Iraqi people but we hope the l^iderof 
Iraq will manage to implement all the Security Council resolu- 
tions,'' said Prince Sultan Ben .-^^dul Aziz. ‘'We do not accept 
these sanctions but there is nothing w-e can do." he told a press 
confeieDce late Tuesday in Tabuk, in the nnthwest of the Gulf 
Arab Idngdom. Iraqi Foreign Minister MdiammadSa'id Al Sah- 
haf has said Baghdad is working to restore ties with Riyadh that 
were severed during the 1991 Gulf war uid has propo^ open- 
ing interests* sections. “Saudi Arabia has not rejected the Iraqi 
but it has not taken a decision to implement it," he smd. 


‘Therefore, the visit of the 
American vice president had 
had no influence on us and 
there are no Saudi media- 
tions between America and 
Iran at all" he said. 

Saudi-owned newspapers, 
including Asharq Al Awsat, 
said earlier this month that 


Saudi .Arabia told Mr. Gore 
that Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud Al Faisal was 
ready to convey Washing- 
ton's views to Iran during tus 
forthcoming visit to Teh^. 

Saudi newspapers said 
Prince Saud would visit 
Tehran on Mav 26 and 27. 


First public executions in 1 5 
years spark criticism in Lebanon 


BEIRLT l.AP) — The grisly 
public executions of two men 
in Lebanon triggered on 
Wednesday extensive media 
criticism of the gov'emment as 
well as the death penalty tlutt 
was reintroduced four years 
ago. 

Convicted murderers W\s- 
som Nayef Issa. 26. and Has- 
son Nada Abu JobaL 25, were 
hanged at dawTi 'Tuesday in 
front of the municipality build- 
ing in the coastal town of 
Tabaijoh amid cheers by hun- 
dreds of spectators and 
protests by human rights 
acti\ists. 

Although local anger against 
the young convicts was ^ppar- 
enL the spectacle of their hang- 
ings — broadcast later on lele- 
•vision — touched a raw nerve 
among batcle-hardened 
Lebani^ whose IS year civil 
war until 1990 had claimed 
150.000 lives. 

“By returning to a fonn of 
punishment winch is medieval 
in concept and panders to the 
worst in human nature, 
Lebanon has taken a step 
backwards." the independent 
Daily Star newspaper wrote in 
an edirori^ Wet^esday. 


A rare voice supporting the 
executions came fom Samir 
Atallah. a Lebanese columnist 
in the pan-Arab Asharq .Al 
Awsat newspaper. He wrote 
that “sorrow is the ri^i of die 
innocent, not the criminals." 
Before Tuesday, 1 2 people had 
been executed in Lebanon 
since the government brought 
back the death penalty in April 
1994 to stem the post civil-war 
crime. But all executions were 
inside prisons or government 
building. 

To to the shock of the 
first public execution since 
1983, television viewers 
across the nation saw the exe- 
cutioner pull die bodies down 
with his hands to help tighten 
the noose. The men were left 
dangling from die gallows for 
40 minutes without hoods. 

Even pttates hod “the decen- 
cy and sensidriiy" to proride 
tteir victims hoods, the Dai)}' 
Star said. 

The two were convicted of 
murdering a man and his half 
sister while robbing their home 
in 1995. Lebanese nesideni 
Etias Hrawi rejected appeals 
ftom the ccmricts' families to 
commute the sentences. 


Hundreds of people watched 
the hanging fiom the town 
square and from balconies in 
Tabaijah. the northern town 
where the crime was ccHtimii- 
ted. Some dapped and cheered 
“Long live justice*' while oth- 
ers shouted “Long Live 
HftiwL*' Members of a local 
human rights group hoisted a 
banner that said: “We mourn 
the death of the victims of the 
crime and the victims of the 
execution.** 

Se^'etaJ members of the 
Lebanese parliament have 
sought an amendment to the 
death penalty law to strengthen 
the appeals pnxxss and limit 
death sentences to premeditat- 
ed murder. Tuesday's e.xecu- 
tions may help their cau§e. 

“What sadl^ is this that we 
are witnessing, once in mur- 
der... and once in watching 
murderers?” wrote a r^wrter 
for the leading Al Nahar news- 
pt^ier. 

•'What next? The rack? 
Burning at the stake? Hanging, 
drawing and quartering? Sell- 
'ing dckeis to raise money to 
reduce the public debt?' the 
Daily Star asked 




Prisoners of war from the Sudanese army Wednesday are 
guarded by SPLA rebels after having been captured dar- 
ing heavy fighting over the Wade^ garrison, which later 
feD to the rebels. The SPLA claim tlrey have taken sever- 
al garrisons and have added an additional 7.000 square 
kilometres to their territory' during a recent offensive 
within the northern Blue Nile Province (Reuters photo) 


Sudan extends polling in 
constitutional referendum 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudanese voters have been 
given an additional 24 hours 
To cast ballots in a controver- 
sial constitutional referendum 
that opened on May 1. official 
newspapers rc^xuied Wednes- 
day. 

Mating in Khanoum state, 
originally set to end Tuesday, 
has been e.xtended to Wsdnes- 
day evening, vvhile voting in 
south and central- Sudan has 
been exrended to Mcflday. 
elections comrrussion cluef 
Abdul Munim Al Zain Al 
Nabas s^d in a statement car- 
ried in the Khanoum press. 

He said the e.xiensioa ftom 
an original deadline of 
Wednesday, had been granted 
at the request of local authori- 
ties in eight states for reasons 
of security, transponation dif- 
ficulties diud adverse weather 


Egypt lifts bans on media printing in free zones 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Egyptian govern- 
ment on Wednesday overturned a deci- 
sion banning magarines and newspapers 
from printing in ftiee zones less thw two 
months after ordering the ban. Egyptian 
Cabinet Affairs Minisrer Talaat Hammad 
said. 

“Prime Minister Kama! Al Ganzuri 
decided that books, reviews or periodicals 
can agmn be printed in the ftee zones," 
Mr. Hammad said in statement carried by 


the Eg>‘ptian news tmency MENA. 

'The publications will have to conform 
to pending rules and regulations and the 
permits tiiey have obtained." he said, in 
reference to licences under which foreign 
publications can print in free zones. 

At the end of March the state-run Gen- 
eral Authority for Free Zones and Invest- 
ments (G.AFI) banned 36 mogarines and 
newspapers, many of them ^ossy Eng- 
lish-language publications, trom printing 


in free zones. 

The ban was the latest in a series of 
measures against the press in Egypt, 
namely a campaign targeting the so- 
called “yellow press" accused of unethi- 
cal reporting. 

In March Egyptian authorities also 
revoked the licence of the independent 
Arable-language weekly Al Destour and 
imprisoned three Eg^an journalists 
accused of libel. 


Aftka s laigest counliy. 
wracked Iw civil war and 
femine. 

Ten millkM) Sudanese are 
registered to vote in the poll on 
the draft oanstitution. wUcb is 
controversial because it con- 
tains ambiguities over politi- 
cal and reli^xis freedom. 

The referendum has been 
called by the n^itaiy Tegime 
of Presi^nt Omar Bashir, 
wtdeh is tKurked by politicians 
the theoretic^^y banned 
Naikmal Islamic Front (NIF). 
Some Muslims argue that the 
draft text epens mo much lee- 
way for ^ parties, others 
contend tiiat the NIF itself has 
become a broad national 
movement embracing all 
trends in the couimy. 

The text hself uses a rare 
AraWc wcKd. lewali. for provi- 
sions on feee politicaL cultural 
and professk^ “affiliation." 
but does n(X specify whediex 
px>litica! parties as such will be 
allowed Rx* the first time since 
the junta came to power. 

Swihem rebels of the 
Sudan People's Liberation 
Aimy (SPLA) and their allies 
in the northern political oppo- 
sitkra. wliich i^udes exiled 
members of parties scra{^ied 
after a 19S9 miliiaty coup, 
have called on voters to boy- 
cott the vexe. 


Greek-Cypnis air 
exercise starts in 


NICOSIA (R) — Jomt Greek 
and Cypnot air defence exer- 
cises sianed on the dKided 
island of Cyprus on Wednes- 
day, milita^ sources in 
Nicosia said. 

‘They started tod^ and win 
.continue for two and a half 
days. We are not giving out 
any more inftxmatian for 
security leasons," a defence 
sounfe told Reuters. 

The Greek-Cypricx daily 
Siaieeiiu reported that the 
Greek air ftarce would use an 
air base recently complered in 
the western r^on of Paphos 
as a laund) for the exer- 


cise. 

Ainxaft paitic^padiig in the 
exezdse^ code-oamed ^oxo* 
tis," win attack mock targets in 
Cyprus and over the sea. 
Simerimiepcxted. 

The Qrp^ defence min- 
istry said it would tM give 
of the exeicise, but 
would issue a statement when 
ithadfinidKid. 

The Gredc-CypdoC-led gov- 
ernment Cyprus has a 
defence pact whh Greece, its 
closest ally, and jetint military 
exercises take place about 
twiceayean 

Under foe tenns of the pact. 


Greece ^ 

Cyprus' ^ 


some 30,000 
north offor 
Cypnis's 
communities 
laoed since 
invaded north 
fidfowing a bd^ 
inspired coup. ; V- 
Efifbits to remfoe-foej^ 
as a f«lexatioir:,fa^^'^ 
nowhere and 

igiTiaifKas^gnrfieflinlSBi|gg^| 

teosioD between Gro^:^ 
Tuik^, partneis in 
alsobl^rivals, /’T^' 


(jerman 

, (-ontracts for 

^^,astewater 

vhmod Khaiib 
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Three Kurdish rebels surrendft 
to Turkish embassy in Beirut 


ANKARA (AFP) — Three 
leading members of foe sepa- 
ratist Kunfifo Labrxir Party 
(PKK) have surrendered to 
'Turkey's embassy in foe 
Lehazi^ cai^ of Beirut foe 
stare-nm Anatolia News 
Agency (ANA) said >^dnes- 
day. 

Tte three PKK members, 
who turned themselves in to 
the embas^ on Monday. wiD 
be brought to Turkey on Thurs- 
day. AN A quoted Turkish intd- 
ligence ofiirials as saying. 


The agency did not specify 
foe identities of foose iKfoo bad 
reporredfy surrendered in what 
is believed to be foe first sudi 
actioa by PKK members at a 
Turkish rfij^omatic missk» 
abroad 

Turkey Haims rfiar the PIS, 
which h^ been waging a sepa- 
ratist war in the country's 
southeast smee 1984, has inOi- 
tao^basesinLdiaDOn'sSyrian- 
ccfflttoOed Bekaa vaD^. 

A foentt fop coominnder of 
the PKK quit foe group and 
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surreodexed to a pio^Itai|kiA 
Iraqi Kurdish facti^ in nnfr 
em Iraq in Mairfo a ds-' 
pute w^ PKK leader Abtfal-: 
lahOcalan. 

Semefin Sa kik, fo e ex-oan- 
manAy of PKK foiCes ini 
soufoeastem Tmk^. was.diea, 
brought m foe Tuii^ teoriKn 
lastmonfo. 

“Defectioas ftom the FKR| 
indcaie a process of disinte^l 
tiOD in foe ceriofist group.** r 
Tuddsb intdhgence offirial 
loIdANA 
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Saudi paper 
blasts U.S. 
stand against 
‘Islamic nuclear 
deterrent’ 


RIYADH (AFP) — A Saudi 
newspaper on Wednesday 
accused foe Uoiied States of 
pcessimi^ I^ikisian not to 
cany out its own nuclear tests 
in reaction to [ndia’s under- 
ground blasts only because it 
is a Muslim country. 

The most vile aspect of 
U.S. policy is shown up by its 
threat to impose sanctions on 
Pakistan if it carries out 
nuclear tests." said Al Riyadh. 

'The U.S. position toward 
Pakistan is in keyring with its 
strategy, dictated by Israel 
toward foe Islamic \\torldl" it 
said. 

Referring to nuclear bombs, 
foe newspaper condemned 
“foe hostility on^^shingron to 
foe idea of such arms bei^ in 
foe possession of any Islamic 
country.” 

It warned of *‘ibe danger 
which Israel India and proba- 
bly Turkey could represent for 
foe Aiab-Muslim wisrid in the 
future." 

*Tt is the du^ of Muslims to 
support Pakis^ which could 
beconre foe first islatrife deter- 
rent force." said Al Riyadh. 


Tbrkey waits for EU to 
eliminate Greek hurdles 


Al^KAJRA (AP) — Turkey 
said Wednesday it would 
wait for signs that the 
European Union (EU) can 
bring Greece around 
before aoeeing to attend a 
special Tutfcey-EU meet- 
ing next week. 

The statement followed 
Tuesday's visit by B'ritisb 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook, who came in a bid 
to convince Toikey to 
attend the May 25 meet- 
ing. 

‘*We need to see a clear- 
er picture of how the 
European Union can fulfil 
its pledges," Turkish For- 
eign htinistry spokesman 
Necati Uckan told 
reporters. 'The uncertain- 
ty remains.” 

Relations between 
Turkey and the EU have 
been strained since the 15- 
narion group rejected 
Turkey's application for 
membership in December. 

The EU wants to get 
relations going again. Its 
strate^ foresees new 
financial assistance to 
Turkey, as EU-member 
Greece, which has long- 
standing disputes with 
Ankara, has steadfastly 
blocked past EU funds 
earmarked for Turkey. 


Mr. Cook, whose coiu- 


presidency, told Tinkisii 
officials he would push 
for a formula for closer 
ties with Turkey that 
could side-step Greece, 
Mr. Utl^ said. 

'‘We iuye been toldduK 
■■the EU would act- oo 
behalf of 14 cbunirieS. if 
not 15," Mr. Utkan said. 

It was not clear how suc- 
cessful the EU, where all 
decisions are taken bv 
consensus, would be is 
side-stepping Greece. The 
Anatolia news ageocj 
quoted Greek Ambassador 
Dimitiios Nezentis cm 
Wednesday as saying that 
the “EU system does oot 
allow such a thing." 

Greece has vetoed some 
S400 million in EU aid. 
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which is supposed to help 
bve and offset losses from IV 
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a 1995 customs deal, with 
the EU that elimioatsd 
some trade barriers. 

“We are not concerned 
about the amount of 
money. But the money has 
a symbolic,.; importance.'' 
Mr. Utkan said. 
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JORD.AN TELEVISION 
TeL 773U1-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALpm» 
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QAIA oa Tbuisday only) (RWl 
23:25 Aqaba (firm MnkaAir- 
pon)(RW) 


Thursday Programmes 

15:10 Conoon — Dinky Db 

J5i30 .Gnoon — The Animal ftsk 

16:00 L'Ecole dcs Fans 

16:30 Due. — Blue Water 
Dreuinina 

17:00 ...1 «....N.BA 

18:00. .Science Action — Slider 

19:00 _...Le Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine 

19:30 ...» News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Big Brother 
Jake 

20:00 Doc. — The Great 
Romances 

20:30 Drama — Dr. Quinn the 
Medicine Woman 
21:20 The Oprah Wintrey 
Show 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Future film: “Pay Back'* 
00:15 Comedy — Can'i Huiry 
Une 

00:50 - Endof T.X. 


20J0 

..Doc. — The Brain 

21:10 

...Dnuna: ‘‘Bjblvnn-5" 

22:00 

.....News in English 

22:30 Mini-series MelLssu (P lIi 



. FjidofTV. 

PRAYER TIMES 

W:00 - 

Fajr 

05:30 

(Sunrise) Duha 

12:32 

Dhuhr 

16:13....- 

‘.Asr 

19J4„, 


21:04 



CHURCHES 


Friday Programmes 
15:10 Canooi — The Adventures 
i>f Tedd}' Ruxpin 

15:30 ....Cartoon-- Wishbone 

16:00 He Shoots. He Scores 

16:30 .......Tarazan 

17^30 French ftogramme — 
Came Show 

J9.-00 - Le Journal 

19:15 ..French Programme — 
.Alio la Terre 

19:30 -News Headlines 

19:35 -.Comedy — 'The 

Fresh Prince of Bel-Air" 

20:00 Documentary — Life on 
the Internet 


St. Maiy (tf Nazareth Chimfo 
Swdfieh.Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Cburch Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Cburch Tel. 
4622366 

Anglipan ChuTCh Tel. 
4624853/462481 1. 

Sl Afirem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 771751. 

Amman IntemafioDal Church 
Tfel. 865897 

Gennaii-qre^Qi^ Evang^cal 
Coi^r^tion Tel. 56SS404 
The Evaogelica] Local Church 
in Amman TeL 81 1 295 
Chardi of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tcl. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De b 
SaUe CoDegeTeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 


TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Churdi TeL 
4646 13S 

Church of Presentation. Swei- 
Cefa Tel. 5920146 
The Uobte Catfaolk: Church 
TeL 4624757 

The F nglkh - T angiiagp 
Catholic Parish Tel. 4614190 
Evangeiical Free Church TeL 

892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The .Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 

WEATHER 

BuUeiin sttppUeiJ by ihtr Depart- 
ment t/ Meteonjh^' 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise gradually during the 
weekend becoming around 
average. It will be fine during 
the day becoming relatively 
coni jt night winds appearing 
at dift'etvm altitudes, and 
winds westerly to nonhwesier- 
ly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, it will be relatively 
warm and occasionally dusty, 
winds northerly moderate, and 
seas calm. 

Amman 13/27 

Aqaba 20/36 

Deserts 11/30 

Jordan Vall^ 19/35 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 


Amman 26. Aqaba 35 
Humidity ridings: Amman 
34 per cent. Aqaba 36 per 
cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT Dim* 

.AMMAN: 

Dr. IVissani Hza>:>m 74S563 

Dc Abdul HadiTayy1mw462tin5 
Dr.Muntiier.AlQr^ —.779959 
Dr. Mohammad Saymeh 4396069 

Firas pharmacy J66I912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778556 

Al .Asema pharmacy, ...4637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
AJ Salam pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacotfo phannacy .4644945 

Shmeisani phannacy ..4657660 

Najib phannacy __5547632 

IRBID: 

Dr. GhaziTa'amndi „..,.250080 

Al Quds phannacy ( — i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Saffarini 987565 

Khalifeh pharmacy ....-985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre.....4657M I 
Gv3 Defence D e p an mqx -5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence immediate Res- 
cue...- 4630341 

Civil Defence Emeigeni:y.....I99 
Rescue Police 192.46211114637777 

Fire Brigade.. ...4617101 

Blood Bank.... — .775121 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic ^Iice__._,...«..™896390 
Public Security Dept.....463032I 

Hotel Complairas. .5605800 

nice Complaints— .5661176 

WKr&SsKen^Gnf)):^ 897467 
Amman Mumdptdi^ Com- 
plaints.-.. .787MI 

Telephone Information (dircctiv 

ly assmance) .... .-..-....-.121 

Oversea Odls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs -4623101 

Al^li TeL Repairs. 5661 101 

Jordan Televirion .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774MI 

Water AuthcriQ^ 56S0100 

J. Electricity Aitthoriiy ...8136I5 

Electric RiwcrCa .4636381 

RJ Flight lnfonnatioii..44-53200 
Queen .Alia IkI. Airpon -44-533)0 

Hf^ITALS 

AMMAN: 

The.Arab Centre fer Heart and Spe- 
cial Sui^ry 5921199 
ThelsIanti&Abdlj _5i566l31/7 
Hussein Medical Certie TeL 
5S56S56 

Luzmib ^-___4630195 

Khalidi Matemity..._.46442Sl/6 
Akilch Maietnity.„.-A64244l/2 
.Amman Matemi^ 4642362 
Malhas. J. Amman. ...-4636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani ....5607071 
Shmeisani Hospital ....3669131 
University Ho^ital _ 5353444 
Al-Mua.sher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-AhlL.Abdali .5664164/6 

Italian. AI-Mubajreen 777101/3 


Al-Bashir. -...7751 1 1/26 

Army. Maria -89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital 56741 5S 

^ARQA: 

Zaiqa Govl Hospital 

j(09)983323 

Zarc|a National HosfMial 

.. — 109)900560 

Ibn Sina HosphaL.... i09 >986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hosiutal 
109;990990 


09:15 


. Sanaa (RJ) 


09-45 New Delhi (RJ) 

KHM 

104)5 I%abran. Riyadh (RJ) 

10:25 — — Bdnit(RJ) 

10:40 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

10:50 Doha, BahraiD (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 


11:00 Col<xnbo(RJ) 

15:35 New Yoric. AmsKitiam (RJ) 
1845 .—.Kuwait (RJ) 

19riN) London, Athens (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

0645 3einit(RJ) 

IttiM -- — _M «eow(RJ) 

12:15 -.Tunis. CasaNaaca(Rl) 


IRBlD: 

Princess 


Greek 


Ibn 


Basma Hospital 

. — -...(02)275555 

Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

/VI Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


19:20.-. Bangkok, Calcutta (RJ) 
20:30 AbQDhaN,Al’Ain(RJ) 

2040 Atoscow(RJ) 

23:55 — J-amaca(RJ) 


12:15 Abu Dtnabi, Al ’Ain (Rf) 
12:20 Amsterdam, Chicago (RI^ 

1245 Kuwait(W) 

13.-00 -.-..Abeiis. Paris (W) 

13:20 LoodoflfRU 

20dS Lamaca(iy) 


HL! 


:liT • I , . . „ 

• ' niu.'viiv aj 
. .. 

J* foe Asncnca 


04:50 — J4ewDdhi(add)(RJ) 


ninjs 

22ri)0 New DdN (add) (RI) 
22:15 lCaiip(RJ) 


AQABA: 

I^incess 

(03)314111 


Haya Hospital 


Other flights 

U:00 Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 Muscai Abu Dhabi (GF) 


AJKIS 

22d0 J eddah (RD 

— ^ . • 

OO-JO 


ffr r.... ' <'jl rxnntift 


Dahwj. 


FOR IHE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNA'nONAL 
AIRPORT 


This irrfMmation is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at foe Queen 
Alia latematiooal Airport TeL 
(44)53200 where it should 
always be verified, 
lofoiinatioii on other flights are 
supplied 00 phone 44 (52^) or 
44(53250). 


15:10 
1540 
16KM) 
19:00 .... 
20-.25 
21:10 
21:10 
2140 .. 
23:20 
23:35 


•Shariqah(AH) 
JToha(QR) 


•Dubai 


-Paris (AF) 


.Tel Aviv (LY) 
•London (BA) 
-JBeinit(ME) 
Cairo (MS) 


Other 

06:15 ■■■■■■Tg anbul(^> 

07ri)0 RaukftirtfLW 

0^*70 t/iwinn (BA) 

0845 Beirni (M® 

14d0 -..-Riyadh (SV) 


15:00 A hii 


Dhabi 


— Istanbul (TK) 

— — Lanaca(CY) 

01:15 ~Ainsi£idam,Beiiiit(KL) 
03:00 Rome (AZj 


Rojal Wings (RW) 

(For Thur^y and F riday ) 

10:20 Aq^(acavingaiQAXA 

and nmrwvl— .. — Vit— 4 — a z_ 


16riN) 

16-JO 

17:00 -_Danwseus,Dub«lP” 

21:10 ;TeIAviv(l^ 

2240 ————Cairo (MS) 
02:15 
04riW 


•• -^I'uralrcnm 


Tu)|;ni:r ,5 al the 


Vr. 


Rome (A® 


RoyalWii^ 
OPorlhiirsdivaBdFriiWl , 

06ri)0 Aqaba Cfiom Modes Aff- 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordaman (RJ) H^its 


sod proceedmg to Maika Air- 
pon) (RW) 

— Tbl Aviv (arriving at 

<»Fn<l^only.(RW) on Thursday only) (KW) _ 
Tel Aviv (arriving at 2I:30Aqaba(fiDin(3AlAl(R"' 


08ri)0 A^baCfenn 
port) (RW) . 

2045 iyArtv(fioinQAlA 
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Jordan, 

German 

companies 

sign two 

contracts for 

wastewater 

projects 

By Ahmad Khatib 
^>ecial to die JonJmlbnes 

AMMAN — The Water 
Aulboiity of Joidan (Wi^) 
and .two Geniiao cofqpaaies 
on >^^dnesday signed two 
contracts woi± over JD40 
milli on for projects to con- 
struct a wastewater pipeline 
&om Ain Chazal to Rusei&h 
and to repair another connect- 
ing /‘dn Ghazal's wastewater 
treatment plant with the Khtr- 
bet A1 Samra treatment plant 

The agteemM were 
agned at the minisoy b>' Min- 
ister of Water and Irt^adon 
Muntber Haddadin and a rep- 
resentative from one of the 
ccnq)anies. Also attending die 
sign^ ceremony were the 
Gamao Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Peter Mende, a represen- 
tative of the German D^lop- 
ment Bank and WAJ Secre- 
tary General Mun^ 
KUdfaL 

The first project worth 
JDIO trallira. includes exca- 
vating a tunnel that will hold 
the pipelines, in addition to 
constructing secondary routes 
leading to £e tunoeL 

The second project, to be 
carried out at the cost JD30 
millioa. aims to increase the 
carrying capad^ of the Ain 
Ghmal-Khi^ei A1 Samra line 
by the year 202S. It inchides 
tMdlding operational tanks, 
valves, and other necessary 
equipment and ioaeasing the 
li^'s c£f)acity to 306,000 
cubic metres per day. 

Eighty per cent of the frmd- 
ing wU be su^iUed in die 
form of soft loam by the Ger- 
man Development Bank,,, 
while 20 per cent will be pro- 
vided frtMm the Water Audior- 
Ity'sbur^eL 

Two German firms were 
awarded the first project, 
while a Jor danian firm a^ a 
Gemtan company wQI cany 
out the second contract 

The WAJ recently signed a 
JDl million agreement with 
Germany in or^ to enhance 
the cs^adQr of the ^ Gbazal 
treatment plant to 16S.000 
cut^ metres per day. 

The three projects follow a 
Jofdanian-German study that 
aimed to determine necessary 
services to cover the Greater 
Amman area toward Ain 
Ghazal. The rehabilitation of 
the 13-year-^ wastewater 
pipeline between Ain Ghazal 
and Khiibet A1 Samra was 
anodier project cited in the 
study. 



CHILEAN AMBASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS: Foreign Minister 
Jawad Aoaoi Wednesday receives a oopy of the credentials tbe newly-appoiirt- 
ed Chilean ambassador to Jordan, Claudio Ferieri (Petra pht^) 

Jordan may request extradition 
of suspect in U.S. — official 


Amy Henderson 
Special ta the Jonkm Tons 

AMMAN — A government 
official yesterday said Jordan 
was prepared to seek the extra- 
dition of a Jordanian residing 
in the United Stales if and 
when ongoing investigations 
link him to a spate of recent 
bombings and arson in 
Amman targeting several fix*- 
mer tu^i-iankuig JonJaniao 
officials. 

have not frraally 
requested extraditioa" tiie 
official told the Jordan Times. 
‘"We do have an extradition 
treaty with tbe United States, 
so if and when we a 

link between this person, tbe 
groq) and the crimes, vre wUL 
^course, request ex&adition.'* 
The U.S. embassy in 
Amman reiterated yesterday 


that the U.S. considers the 
exiiactition treaty vritii Jordan 
binding and “would honour hs 
obligations to Joidaa should it 
receive such a request*’ Jordan 
and the U.S. sign^ an extradi- 
tiou treaty in 199E5 after the 
U.S. asked Jordan to extradite 
Mohammad Ismail Abequa, a 
nnfiiraliwt Amwican citizen 
who fled to Jordan vrith Ms 
two children after lolling his 
wife in New Jersey in 1994. 

Arabic press reports have 
stated that investigatora sus- 
pea Mtgid T^’t I^jM, a Jor- 
danian residing in tbe U.S. 
with a green cacd, as having 
funded & A1 Mih and Thhadi 
(Reform and Qiallenge) 
group, responsible for {dotting 
“teoo^* attacks against Jor- 
danian security symbols in 
Maryland April 

Arabic dailies have also 


rqxxted that officials are 
foxing investigations on an 
An^ sttking pt&ical asylum 
in Britan. Jordan does not 
have an extiadititm treaty with 
the United Kingdom, but the 
official said that sbotjld Jordan 
a gain estsUish a connection, it 
might request extiaditicn. 

suspects arrested earli- 
er this month aOegedly admit- 
ted to a total of five different 
attadcs: the arson of cars 
bekxigiag to a former intelli- 
gence dSef and a fontier inte- 
rior miitistet a fire bombing at 
the American School in 
Amman, a traffic pdice oxn- 
pound and the pjridng lot of 
tile Jenisalem Hotel also in 
AmmaiL 

fafl: week, police a ne s t e d 
Eg^Xian national Abdul Nass- 
er Abu Sbanab, whom they 
suspea heading the ^oup. 


Pharmacists’ association examining 
plans to ensure members’ safety 


- ByMrXiaiiiinadnenHitem ' 
Spmal to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Pbannansts Association 
(JPA) is considering two 
major [dans to protect its 
membera afier a spate of 
attacks on phannades across 
the IGngdom blamed by offi- 
dals on drug addicts. 

*Two pnqxisals are bring 
studed by the associteicxi," 
JPA Pre s ident Abdul Rahim 
Issa trid the Joidan Times on 
'\^fednesday. 

'The first entails hiring 
bodyguards in cooperation 
with Jordan Economic and 
Social Oi^inisatioD of Retired 
Serricemea and die second is 
installing video cameras 
inside fXiarmades,'' he added. 

‘"By t^ end of M^, the 
association will decide on 


wdtich' proposal 'to imple^ 
merit" 

The '^neral assembly of 
phannacy owners, part of the 
JPA, had turned down a pro- 
posal by some association 
members to limit die sale of 
certain drugs and narootics to 
several pbarmades. which in 
turn would be provided with 
better security measures. 

The JPA attempts to protect 
members follow repeated 
requests for die govemmeot to 
ensure better protection to 
phamiacies thiou^ more reg- 
ular police patrols in the areas 
around drug stores, eqieciaUy 
in remote places. 

Aocording to Minisby of 
Health i^ulations, several 
^pes of narcotics and diug& 
including anti-depressants wd 
sleeping pills, cannot be sold 
without a doctor's prescrip- 


tion. 

In Fdxuaiy. one phannadst 
was slain and another serious- 
ly injured after an assault 
against them widely betievred 
to be related to drugs. 

Police reported chat the two 
attacks vrere earned out by the 
same person after tests by the 
c rimin al hd) showed dial the 
bullets fired came from tbe 
same gun. 

Three years aga Jordan was 
rocked dte murder of three 
pharmacist in separate 
attacks. No ane^ have been 
made in connection with (be 
1995 crimes. 

In March, hundreds of phtr- 
madsts bx4c to the streets in 
Amman in protest against tbe 
February attacks and asked 
the government to take extra 
measures to rasure their safe- 
ty- 


what’s going on 


I FOMS 

I * Porodt of an Artitt'* tabtxu Mexican ailist Rida Kahlo at Darat 
; Funun,JabriWeibdeh on Thursday at 6:00 pm 

* ^nnish film “ La casa de Bemarda Alba" at IiLsthuio Cervantes. 
Jabal Amman on Twrsday at 5KX) pm 

* ''Steel M^nolias" at the American Cemer. ^idoun, on Thursday at 
5M)p.m. 

ARTEXHIBrnON 

* Exhilxtionor personal oil paintings of artist Mohammad A1 Hadkfi 
(at his lesidencei. Dahiyat A1 Rashid, near Dawahi Hotel (Tel 
51^567). 

CONCERTS 

* Conceit ty Rula Tolhcuni at the Royal Culaxal Cenne at 8:00 p.ra 

* Musical perfcmianoe students of Faza' for 

Music at the Royal Qihural Centre on Saiurday, May 23, at 8KX) pjn. 

EXfflBmONS 

* Works Christian de Pcxtzair^iarc at the Univeisiiy of Joidan, (inlil 
June 4. 

* Works by Mohamnxid Al LaNiam at A1 Matfinah Galleiy, Ras A1 
'Ain (Tel. 743 1 58), until M:^ 23. 

*PEiintingsbyAbdulA 2 azAIHasakatHammouralxAitGalle[y,Gar - 1 
dens Sl (TeL 5536098). until May 26. ' 

^SpringcoUectionofceianwitenisaridrugsaiBeitAIBawadishow^ j 
room, Abdoun (TcL 592S84 1 /S93Q070), uniil May 24. 

* Photo exhibition ‘T^rederico Garda Lorca** and book exhibition 
‘TdCXca Translated Into Arabic" at bstiiuto Cervantes, Jabal Amman 
(Tel. 46108581 until Mo>' 25. 

* “Sculpture Deagns" by Jewellery Designer Suzanne El Masry and 
Sculptor SonierTabba at die American Cemer, Abdoun. until M^ 25. 

Ptintings by Lebariese- American artist EtelAdnan entitled “Artist’s 
Book of Art and Poetry* al Damt Al Roam. Jabal ^ibdeh, until May 
28. Ako displaying works by Berlin-based Syrian artist Marwao 
Bashi entitled “A Suite of Heads," and works by ocxiteroporaiy Arab 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Cnmn Priiwe attends mStary g i ' aduati o u 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Crown Rince Hasson attended a spe- 
cial gr^iuarion ceremony, Wednesday at the King Husseia Bco Ali 
Brigade, for mifitary cad^ who have completed a training course 
in basic skills and combat in taiily teoaia Rinoe Hassan was 
briefed tire traiimig programme’s comp onents and watehed a 
milhaty exeidse carried out by tbe graduate using U\e ammuni- 
tion. 

Prince Mohamnwl visits air defepce sdwol 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Rnnoe Mohammad, tbe personal np- 
resentative of His Majesty King Hussein. Vfednesday viated tbe 
Royal Ah Defence Sdteol where he was briefed by Royal Air 

Defence diieaor and the school commander on the chitia and 
icsponsibiUties of the schod and iB m pp^aring and tzaui^ 
air deferice officers and soldiers. 

Prince Frras attaids sports festival 

AMMAN (R^tta) — OqwtisirigfarHRHRuioessSarvadi, HRH 
Firas Ben Ra'd, Mis ^^ges 9 Hussein's beahfa advisor, Tues- 
day attended the ffixth Annual Sports Festival of the Young 
>^^xoai's Muslim Assoetdien at the Jodaman Sport Federatioo 
fonheHanc&capped. 

Prmcess Zem attends graduattkm ceremopy 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Princess Zrin Bint Al Hussein 
Wfednesday attended a special gtaduatira ceremony held at the 
Armed Fo^ Education arid Criiuiti Dqianineot for tarqihi stu- 
dents. At the end of die ceremony, wbi^ was anrafcd by (be 
assistant chief staff for human resources and senior Aimed 
Fcxces officers. Princess Zein presented cettificaas to die students. 


CORRECnON 

There were several enois |n tbe article “Prince Rasitid cetebrates 19th 
birdid^ (Wsdnesday, M^ 20). A Royal Decree was issued alter HRH 
Evince Rashid graduated from Sandhurst MiUtzay Academy towards the 
end cd last year appointing hhn second &utenani in the Jixdan Armed 
Forces. Prince Rariud plans to continue bis studies Cambridge Uni- 
ver^. Tbe Joidan Times regrets any inconveoences caused by these 




Nationwide petition campaign to 
raise legal marriage age planned 


By Raoa Hossemi 

Jordan Times Staff fl^porter 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
women plan to launch a 
nationwide pedtion carr^iaigQ 
soon to back their demands to 
raise tbe legal marriage age to 
18 foDowing a reaxnmeoda- 
tioa at rite conclusion of a two- 
day workshop entitled “Mar- 
riage Age.” 

Current Jordanian legisla- 
tion allows females to marry at 
the age of 15 and men at the 
age of 1& a factor sociologists 
blame for the rising divorce 
rate in Jordan. 

Recent studies have indicat- 
ed that early marris^es ate 
among the leading causes of 
divorce. The lepocts stated that 
86 per cent of divorces occur 
anxxig couples who married 
before reaching the age of 21. 

Piutbemiore, it said many 
women who many early are 
forced to quit st^ool, thus 
depriving tbm of their basic 
ri^ to education. 

In addition to tbe call for 


raising the narriag e age, the 
140 partidptmts, represmting 
women activists, religitxis 
leaders, sociologists and lep- 
lesentatives of govamraem 
and tKA-govemmental cxgam- 
sations, also stressed the 
inyoitanc e of (tiianging sodal 
concepts ''Svhid}, witii tiiis 
praetkte of fbfdng its childien 
into eariy iwarnaggA. deprive 
than of their rig^ to educa- 
tioa" 

The lecommeodatioDS also 
em^diasised the importance of 
tbe frttdtxn to ^oose mar- 
riage partners and bundurig 
avrareoess campaigns at 
schools. 

Tfiey also suggested a 
mandattxy health test for cou- 
ples wanting to many *To 
^tomine if they are ph^cal- 
ly ready for marriage." 

‘This tima, the recommen- 
dations wili not stay in the 
drawers, and we will do our 
best to cam for a diange in foe 
law and to wock oa diangmg 
the current mentality amoi^ 
families on tins issue," said 


Nadia Shamroukh; >rioe piea- - 
deitt of tiie Jontanian 
Women’s Union (JWU). 

Eariier in the day, Safa 
(^usoQSs from the Ministry of 
Health presented a paper enti- 
tled 'The N^ative Healfo 
Effect of Early Marriages on 
Women," in which ^ 
stressed tbe possible health 
dangers feeing women if foey 
become pr^nam before the 
^of 18. 

Also on Wsdnesday, foe 
JWU released a stiK^* on mar- 
riage conducted oa 1,089 stu- 
dents aged 14-18 at govern- 
ment schools in different parts 
^tiie Kingdom, 

JWU social worker Afaf 
Jaixri, wbo presented the 
study to the partidpanis, said 
when asked if th^ vrere 
willing to many beftxe firiisb- 
iDg sdiool 354 of ^ total 
said yes. 

So^ reasons the students 
gave for this answer; accord- 
ing to Ms. Jaixri, included 
fiMngtai motives, pressure 
from then femilies due to their 


“erfd” age and to -escape from 
abusive households. 

Those' who I'lnsweied in foe 
negative provided reasons 
stemming ihxii a munbo' of 
feetors. ioicliidiiig unstable 
emotions, desbe to centinue 
thw educarioA, inability of 
handling mumageTespoi^iba- 
ities and the need to Ih’e a 
healfoy childhood, she said. 

The socktl worker said the 
sOKjty rex'esded that many 
minors resort to roarris^ to 
escape family press ur es or 
prafolems. avdd social pres- 
sures that are e.xened agtinst 
young femaics and prove 
tiienisehes and ofeain foeir 
independence. 

Tlte participants heard testi- 
monies of six divorced 
women who married before 
tbeageoflS. 

The event was organised by 
rite JWU with the support of 
the Friedrich Noumatin Foun- 
dation, the Joixlanian National 
Con^ttee for Wcxnen and 
other governmental and non- 
governmental organisations. 


Conference on Arab oil and diplomacy 
‘unique’ in examination of regional issues 


AMMAN OX) — The p^- 
deof of foe Zostitute of 
macy, Kamel Abu Jabet 
Wefoiesday said the confer- 
ence 00 “Arab Oil and Diplo- 
macy: Towards the 21st Cen- 
tury" was a utuque event in 
that fo to:kied scxne of the most 
important outstanding issues 
cooceming the Middle East 

Ol Abu Jaber said that while 
h b Diie tbe conference did not 
provide tbe answers to all 
questkxis, it featured two note- 
vrorfoy points: it was held in a 
non-oil producing countty, 
wfaidi he said was considered 
a step in ihe ri^ direcnoo, 
arid h serv'ed to (£iect attadion 
to basic pan- Arab and 
international affairs. 

De. Abu Jaber referred to 

Preparations 
under way for 
seminar on 
Arab trade, 
development 

AMMAN (Feiia) — Hie Fed- 
eration of Jordanian Chambers 
of Commeroe (FICQ and the 
Arab Uiticn of Food Industries 
(AUFIj have begun p rq wra - 
tiOQS a r^oi^ se minar to 
be held neru month in Amman 
00 trade and developroent in 
tbe Arab World. 

According to FJCC dsir- 
person Har&Murad. die two- 
day seminar will tadde chal- 
lenges feeing the Arab WxW 
such as (he global economy, 
foe Worid Trade Organisation 
and foe drive to c rea te a major 
Arab free trade zone in ten 
years. 

Tlte seminar vrill orient riier- 
efaants and industrialists on 
world economic and trade 
developments; thdr impact on 
foe Arab Wxid and what it can 
do to meet the cbaDenge of 
gjobalisatioa and open up to 
intemationai marioets, be 

Me Murad, wbo is also 
chasperaoD of tbe prepatatoiy 
committee, said the semmar 
will focus attention on food 
processiog, deoagem maou- 
fecturiflg and inier-Aiab trade. 

lYie Ministry of lixlustiy. 
Trade and Supply and (be Jor- 
dan Trade Artsociation will 
contribute to foe seminar, 
whicb will be attended by del- 
egates from regiGoal and Arab 
otganisittiODS induding foe 
U^. Economic and Sodal | 
CenunissioD for Western Asia, 
the Arab League and foe Fed- 
eration of Arab Cbambeas of 
(3omiDecce, lodus&y and Agri- 
culture, be added. I 

Me Murad acted that the 
ecoKxmc and trade status of 
Jortkm, whose hade with Arab 
countries accounts for move 
than 27 per cent of foe overall 
total will serve as a case study. 

Tbe senunar will expkxe 
Arab countries' food piocess- 
mg industries, Arab food secu- 
rity. development of foe agri- 
cuituial sector and means of 
enabling tbe Arab Worid to 
become selfsuffident in food 
productkxi, be said. 


HRH Crown Prince Ebssan's 
remade during a banquet he 
hosted fix foe confiaeitee’s 
participants in Miicfa he drew 
attention to the chronic crises 
in tbe region and called fix a 

Hialngiift Kewrf qq rOUtual 

underkandii^ 

The c onfe rence, which 
eixled on Tuesday, was based 
on the iropoftance of ofi and 
other crises feciDg the n 9 on. 
the policy of dual comain- 
roettt, tbe nentinuad embargo 
on Iraq and the double stan- 
dard policies in tbe i^ioii, in 
adfotiem to nws deamiction 
weqxxis and laael's exch>- 
skxi from any consensus on 
this qucstxxx he said. 

Or. Abu Jdier slated Ibaz the 
conforeoce also dealt with the 


worid cocEununriy's oootinued 
silence over Israd’s feihxe to 
riiide by die principle of 

inlwma^ifmal IftgTtnnary anti 

U>I.iescduti(xis. 

According to Dl Abu Jshei; 
the studies presented at the 
oooferenoe showed that the 
Arab couittries' overall naiioD- 
aliDooiiieisDoniaret^one- 
rfiirri of haly’s annual rev- 
enues, even though Itafy is 
by only 57 millkii 

people. 

Ex{xessiiig his opmoisni for 
foe future. Do Abu Jaber sidd: 
are not woddt^ frtxn a 
vacuum but rather we are 
woddrtg in a lesjon that has 
witnessed only Ix^periods of 
peace and sial^ty. It is neces- 
sary frx^ us to work for peace 


heanree h is the basic fouiida- 
tioD of progress and devdop- 
nwiL" 

The conference, organised 
by the Institute of Diplomacy, 
focused on long-term issues 
such as foe strategic impor- 
rance of Arab oil. changes in 
Arab Worid order and the need 
for a fresh perspective on Arab 
oQ aixi dipkxnacy. 

In an address delivered on 
his 'oehulf by Senate Speaker 
Znd Rifal Rince Hassan said 
Arab series wrifo varying 
national incomes could face 
future challenges and make 
better use of opportunities if 
they were to adept a conipre- 
heosive regi(xial dev'ekipiTteni 
policy widi a common strate- 
gic vuion. 






SROUR RECEIVES PALESTINIAN DELEGATION: Tbe speaker of the Lower 
House of jParUameDL Sa’d Hayel Sronr, Wednesday receives a visiting dd^tion 
jfrom the Palestinian L^jriative CoondL The dd^tion later met with Forngn 
Minister Jawed AnanL who stressed Jordam’s support for tbe Palestinian cause 
(Patra photo) 

Lecture examines alternative 
means of energy production 


By Nadia Mokhiis 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Promoting 
tbe use of "biogas" as an 
environmentally friendly 
method to produce eoeigy 
was tbe main theme of a 
recent lecture hosted by 
the Friends of the Envi- 
roiimeD*t SodeQr (FOE). 

J.B. Singh, executive 
director of the lndia-ba(^ 
Acdon for Food Produc- 
tion (AFPRO), delivered a 
talk entitled ‘*Biogas use 
in rural communities," in 
which be explained tiiat 
biogas can benefit rural 
areas dependent on live- 
stock production as a 
source of energy and a 
means of controlling 
desertification. 

’The implementation of 
this method can offer a 
relatively inexpensive 
means of energy prodw- 
tion for the purpose of 
cooking," Dr. Singh 
explained. “The [result- 
ing] rich organic slurry 


can be used as a fertiliser, 
thus enhancing crop pro- 
duction." 

The availability of bio- 
gas in rural communities 
can help imimive stan- 
dards of living and help 
control deser^catioD by 
providing an alternative to 
tree-cutting as an inexpen- 
sive means of producing 
ene^, he added. 

Biogas is produced by 
fermenting animal 

manure, such as cow 
dung, chicken, pig and 
even human excreta to 
produce methane gas, 
which Is bdiqt to provide 
beat and light. The 
method also facilitates the 
recycling of tbe manure to 
provide soil' nutrients to 
support plant life, which 
in turn prevent soil degra- 
dation, Dr. Singh said. 

A single ton of cow 
manure, for example, can 
provide adequate fertilisa- 
tion for 50 Idlogrammes 
of grain, which would in 
turn provide enough food 


supply 10 la .^1 a village for 
four months. Dr. Singh 
said.' 

Over his one-week stay 
in Jordan, Dr. Singh, 
accompanied by members 
of FOE, conducted a 
series of field visits to 
identify suitable locations 
to construct biogas plants, 
Rana Naber. FOE media 
committee sptokesperson 
said. 

AFPRO is an lion-gov- 
emmental organisation 
(NGO) that has played a 
leading role in promoting 
the use of biogas on a 
large scale in India 
through a network of 
about 100 NGOs. 

Dr. Singh has been 
instrumental in defining 
the strategy for the pro- 
motion of biogas technol- 
ogy through grassroots 
organisations in India and 
h^ presented papers on 
biogas technology promo- 
tion at seminars and work- 
shops at the international 
' level; Ms. Naber added. 
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Indian PM rejects Western criticism of N-tests 


POKHR.^, India (AFP) — 
Prime Minister Aral Behari 
Vajpayee struck a defiant 
note during a \isit to In dia ’s 
nuclear test site Wednesday, 
accusing the West of double 
standards over last week's 
blasts. 

Officials said Mr. 
Vajpayee spent about three 
hours at the site near the 
desert town of Pokhran, less 
than 200 kilometres from 
Pakistan, aiid met Indian 
soldiers on guard duty. 

Addressing a later public 
rally in the centre of 
Poldiran. he said: “The West 
continued to build their 
nuclear arsenal. They never 
listened to us ... the kind of 
arsenal they have built can 


destroy this world many 
times over. 

“We kept pleading with 
them but we were ignored. 
On top of this the West 
argued while they could 
have nuclear weapons we 
couldn't. Why? What crime 
have we committed?" 

Mr. Vajpayee told the 
4.000-strong crow± *‘We 
ultimately decided to do 
what is good for our self 
defence. The nuclear explo- 
sions have proved India will 
never compromise on the 
question of its security." 

The premier, whose deci- 
sion to order ±e May 1 1 and 
13 underground blasts 
sparked an mtemadonal 
outcry, sported xhe tradition- 


al turban worn is the desert 
state of Rajasthan where 
Pokhran is located. 

He denied media reports 
that last week's five tests 
had affected the health of 
the local population. 

“There is no radiation. 
Don't fall prey to propagan- 
da. When we were there, 
our noses did not bleed," he 
said. Mr. Vajpayee briefly 
referred to retaliatory sanc- 
tions imposed by the United 
States, Japan and several 
other countries. 

“Economic problems may 
arise. We will find solutions 
to them. The important 
thing is we should all 
remain uoited.“ 

He denied trying to hog 


Pakistanis say nuclear tests 
a matter of self respect 


KARACHI (AFP) — As 
Pakistan weighed its 
nuclear option, most resi- 
dents here said Wednesday 
that nuclear tests in 
response to India's atomic 
blasts were but a matter of 
pride. 

“Pakistan should safe- 
guard its self respect. The 
cost may be heavy, but 
when somebody slaps you. 
you cannot sit back." said 
32-year-old shopkeeper .Ali 
•Ahmed. "My elders told me 
we have to live and die with 
respect." 

Another resident, ethnic 
Pashtun security guard Gul 
Faraz said he would not 
vote for President Nawaz 
Sharif if nuclear tests are 
not conducted. 

"A bullet for a bullet," 
said Faraz, 25. 

“Nawaz Sharif might take 
time to decide but we will 
not take time not to vote for 
him, if he does not conduct 
a test.*' he told AFP. 

College student Hasan 
Raiz dismissed fears of 
sanctions against Pakistan if 
it carries out its own tesLs. 

“If Iran can survive sanc- 
tions why can't, we? A^ 
nuclear test may spur self-'' 
reliance. We should conduct 
a nuclear test after taking 
our friend China into confi- 
dence." be said. 

Pakistani officials, facing 


heavy domestic pressure, 
have said they are prepared 
to carry out a dt-for-tat test 
as several countries inciud- 
ihe United States 


ina 


launched diplomatic moves 
to dissuade Islamabad from 
such an actioiL 

A team of U.S. senators 
will visit Pakistan at the 
weekend for talks on the 
security siniation created by 
India's five iindeiground 
nuclear tests on May 1 1 and 
May 13 which triggered 
intemationa] condemnation 
and sanctions from Western 
governments. 

A cashier at a petrol 
pump, Pervez Mohammad, 
said however that Pakistan 
should stand up to India and 
“we should not mist the 
anti-Muslim United States.” 

“Only Allah is superpow- 
er," he told AFP. 

Bank employee Shahid 
Murtaza agi^ saying that 
if Pakistan fails to conduct 
its own tests now, it would 
never be able to in the 
future. 

"It is now or never. 
Pakistan should go ahead as 
soon as possible." 
J*We,w|H_be cbain^ by 
the su^ipowers especially 
the U.S. We cannot trust the 
superpowers. We are way 
behind the race, and have to 
catch up with India before 
the Hnishing line,” be 


added. 

Although the majority of 
residents in this southern 
Pakistan city backed tit-for- 
tat tests, some worried the 
country's economy would 
suffer from the costs of con- 
ducting expensive nuclear 
exercises. 

“Even tea will cost us 
much more and hardships 
will increase," said 35-year- 
old private school teacher 
Mohammad Javed. 

Some said Pakistan 
should take advantage of 
the situation and demand 
substantial debt relief and a 
lifting of U.S. arms embar- 
go imposed in 1990 in 
exchange for Islamabad's 
not responding with its own 
tesL 

“This is good opportunity 
to get our loans written off. 
We could cash in the situa- 
tion otherwise price hike 
MoU take its toll,” 24-year- 
old art teacher FaiyaJ 
Rashid said. 

But taxi driver 
Mohammad Bashir voiced 
coDcems about the econom- 
ic results of nuclear tests. 

“People say there will be 
more ^verty. Obviously I 
do not want to see my wife 
and children die of hunger," 
he told AFP. 

“We want bread not 
bomb,” said another ta.xi 
driver. 


Bob Hope resting after flu 
cancels D. C. appearance 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Comedian Bob Hope was 
recovering from a nasty 
stomach flu that forced him 
to cancel an appearance at a 
95th birthday celebration in 
Washington, his publicist 
said early Wednesday. 

“He is sleeping comfort- 
ably. He is on the mend," 
Ward Grant told Reuters. 

Hope, bom in England, 
celebrates his 95th biithday 
on May 29. He was knight- 
ed at the 6riti.<:h embassy in 
Washington Sunday. 

Hope was to have been 
honoured again Tuesday 
evening at a reception host- 


ed by the Library of 
Congress, which has a new 
permanent exhibit of 
Hope’s personal papers and 
joke files, as well as photos 
and radio and television 
programmes dating to the 
1930s. 

But his wife and family 
attended the event without 
him and Mr. Grant told 
reporters that Hope was suf- 
fering from the flu. 

With his trademark ski- 
slope nose, Hope was one 
of the first entertaiiunent 
superstars in a career that 
began before the World War 
U . and continued until 


recently when poor health 
slowed him down. 

He is renowned for enter- 
taining America's fighting 
men and women overseas. 
In World War II, Korea. 
‘\fletnam, right up to the 
1991 Gulf war, Hope 
cheered troops with up-to- 
the-minute jokes and l»au- 
tifrjl women. 

Mr. Grant said it was 
unclear whether Hope 
would travel to New York 
Wednesday as planned. 
That decision would be 
made depending on how 
Hope felt when he woke up 
Wednesday, he added. 


the glory or claim the sole 
credit for India's decades- 
old nuclear programme. 

“It is wrong to give all 
credit to one individual or 
one party," he said. 
“Everybody worked togeth- 
er on the projecL Our scien- 
tists and our technicians 
have been at it for the past 
50 years." 

The prime minister also 
refused comment on the 
overnight recall of the 
Indian ambassador to 
Beijing for “urgent consul- 
tations” — which coincided 
with trenchant criticism 
from China of the nuclear 
tests. 

He said; “We have been 
trying to improve our rela- 


tions with C hina. That 
process will be contioued.” 
After addressing the crowd, 
the Hindu nationalist pre- 
mier held a four-minute 
news conference — his first 
since taking office two 
months ago, 

Mr. Vajpayee told 
reporters be was pr^ared to 
hold talks on the 1996 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT) which ln<^a 
has so far refused to si^. 

“We are ready for discus- 
sions,” he said, but refused 
to speci fy if India would 
sign the CTBT. 

The United States and 
other world powers have 
demanded India sign up to 
the document immediately. 


China, Pakistan 
‘share concern’ 
over Indian N-tests 


ISLAMABAD (AFPj — China shares Paldstan’s concerns 
over the “threat” from Indian nuclear tests, a top foreign mio- 
istiy ofGcial s^d here ^^fednesday oa rearm from consultations 
in Beijing. 

Foreign Secretary Shamshad Ahmed told rqxxteis Beiji^ 
had not asked Rakisian to “do anydung whi<± is not in its 
national interests." 

China “respects the sovereign right of the country to take any 
measure in its national security interests," said Ahmed, the 
third-ranking foreign affairs official. 

Ahmed two d^s of meetings in Beijing tiiat included 
Chinese Fcneign Minister Tang Jiaxuan and odiCT officials. 

There was a “complete identity’' of views on the ^vity of the 
situation resulting India's “reckless” actions and '^fictitious 
threat from China invented by India as a pn^ext to promote its 
own hegemonic designs," he said. 

During the talks the two sides “analysed at length” the inter- 
national reaction to India’s nuclear tests on May 1 1 and 13. 

The meetings were an "important fac^ of P akistan 's consul- 
tations with ^ major powers and friendly countries to “seek 
ways and means to effsctively defuse tension and reduce die 
factors that have threatened peace,” Mr. Ahmed said. 

He said China had already ctmdemned “in the strongest tenns 
the outrageous Indian action to introduce nuclear weapons in 
South Asia which has destablised the str^gic balance in the 
region." 

The Chinese leadership reaffirmed that die "all-weather 
friendship" between the two countries was “above any political 
expediencies.” 

He said Pakistan was carrying out a “thorough and measured" 
review of threats posed to its security and the reaction of die 
international community m Indian .tests before deciding its 
response. 

'These things cannot be measured in hours or days. One has 
to take as much time as necessary to arrive at the right decision,” 
he added. 

Tuesday a Chinese foreign ministiy ^xikesman in Beijing 
called for a “decisive and clearcut" position by the intematioo- 
al community against India to jxompt it to give up its nuclear 
programme so as to “improve security environment for 
Pakistan and other sub-continent countries.” 


Chinese news agency 
applies to overturn Hong 
Kong court sununons 


HONG KONG (AFP) —The 
head of the official Chinese 
news agency in Hong Kong 
Wedne^y ^iied to the 
high court to quash a sum- 
mors for turn to appear before 
a magistrate in June, a court 
stHircesaid. 

Jiang En^u filed an appli- 
cation for a judicial review to 
overturn the summons made 
by principal niagistFate Gary 
Tallentiie on beh^ on former 
legislator Emily Lau, the 
source said. 


“He is also seeking a decla- 
ration that this s umm ons has 
no legd eSea and be is under 
no (^ligation to appear per- 
sonally," the source said. 

Ms. Lau decided to take 
legal action a gainst Xinhua 
for allegedly breaking Hong 
Kong's privacy ordinance. 

Xinhua acted as China’s de 
facto embassy in Hong Kong 
during Bri^ rule. The 
agency says it is an offidal 
Beijing government organ 
and not liable to local laws. 


Thai medical student 
in dissection murder 
case appears in court 


BANGKOK (APT*) — 
The trial of a medical 
Student accused of mur- 
dering his girlfriend and 
flushing her chopped-up 
remains down the toilet 
began in Bangkok, court 
offlcials said? 

Court officials said a 
solemn Serm Sakronrat, 
23. charged on six 
counts including pre- 
meditated murder, trav- 
elled from Bangkok's 
maximum security jail 
to the court under tight 
security. 

The court questioned 
the murdered woman's 
father as a witness for 
the prosecution in the 
morning session, before 
adjourning until June 2, 
court officials added. 

Serm, a second-year 
medical student and 


computer science grad- 
uate. was arrested in 
February after his girl- 
friend, also a medical 
student. disappeared 

and her parents 
informed the police. 

The accused initially 
confessed to her mur- 
der. saying he then dis- 
membered her body and 
flushed much of the 
remains into the toilet in 
his apartment, where 
they were later found by 
police forensic experts. 

The case shocked 
Thailand, receiving 
heavy coverage from 
the local media, which 
dubbed Serm the “med- 
ical murderer." He later 
retracted his confession 
after prosecutors filed 
charges against him. 


Cambodian dissident blasts 
international hypocrisy over polls 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Leading Cambodian dissident 
Sam Raiuty \^fedDesday blast- 
ed die international communi- 
ty for hypocrisy in noi sup- 
porting an opposidou call to 
boycoQ July's scheduled elec- 
tions. 

“Do they want to continue 
to su[^)ort a Communist-style 
election widi no opposition, 
where the ruling p^ will 
win and evei^iody knows the 
lesuhs beforeh^?” he 
asked 

*niey are supposed to pro- 
mote democi^. not to 
oicouiage and finance com- 
munist-style elections. It 
seems want to go on as if 
eveiything is normal." 

The former finance minister 
made lus comments as foreign 
d^lomms in Phnom Penh 
reacted negatively to 
Monday's announcement by 
the oppositioD National 
United Frimt alliance that it 
would boycott the July 26 
dection. 


The four-party front, whose 
presidenL deposed co- 
Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh, resigned 

Wednesday, said conditions 
set by the international com- 
munity to ensure a free and 
fair poll, were not in place. 

They pointed to a lack of 
equal media access, alleged 
bias in the composition of 
electoral oversight bodies and 
a climate of intimidation. 

The front also noted that all 
of the conditions were made 
by U.N. Secretary General 
Ifofi Annan when he agreed 
that the world body would 
coordinate intem^onal 
observation of die election. 

Mr. Annan said if the condi- 
tions were not met, the U.N.’s 
coordination role would be 
reviewed. 

Despite the opposition's 
claims, many Hinom Penh 
diplomats have said it was too 
eariy to tell whether the elec- 
tion would be fiiee and fair and 
that they would and could not 


yet suppcvt a bctycoiL 
Some denoun^ the front 
fix' allegedly trying to spoil 
the election for its own politi- 
cal purposes and accused it of 
unfaiiiy atteoipting to force an 
end to frxeign finaiK ial sup- 
pOEt for the polls. 

The international communi- 
ty has pushed Phnom Pbnh to 
ensure the election is free and 
fair, but analysts have noted 
an unease on die part of for- 
eign countries to get involved 
in electcxal disputes. 

Sam Rainsy said that unease 
was at odds with the goals set 
down Ity wcxld powers for the 
election. 

T am shocked and appalled 
by this response,” SamRain^ 
said. “Mfe look to diese diplo- 
mats and their countries for 
guidance on democrat. rx)t 
for their support of die status 
quo winch is undemocratic," 
He added that he would 
travel to Europe and North 
America to put the font's 
riews. 


^pti-Taleba 
alliance sla* 
talks reject 


a 


Social Democratic and Labour Party leader John Hume (left); U2’s Bono and Ulster 
Unionist leader David Trimble pose for photographers on the steps of Belfast^S' 
Waterfront Hall. The British band UZ will take ^rt in a a peace concert aimed 
tom'ght in favour of a ‘Yes’ vote in Friday’s referendum (Reuters photo) 


Future of police force in 
N. Ireland worries Protestants 


BELFAST (AFP) — For 
many Protestants in 

Northern Ireland, the uncer- 
tain future of the province's 
police force weighs heavily 
on their minds, swelling the 
ranks of “no" voters in the 
peace referendum. 

The Royal Ulster 

Constabulary (RUC), for 
Catholic republicans a 
hated symbol of enforced 
British rule in Northern 
Ireland, is to be reformed 
under the peace deal that 
Ulster's electorate will vote 
on this Friday. 

But the Protestant union- 
ist community is afraid that 
the force, which it considers 
a vital bulwark against ter- 
rorism. will be weakened 
just as convicted paramili- 
tary killers are being let out 
of jail early. 

Despite repeated assur- 
ances to the contrary by the 
British government, the 
concern — shared by some 
policemen — is- that former 
members of the IRA and 
Protestant paramiUtaries 
will be absorbed into a new 
police force. 

“I can understand where 
people are coming from 
there, because some gov- 
ernment ministers have 
talked about two-tier 
(national and community- 
based) policing." Chief 
Inspector Cyril Donnan 
said 

“It would be absolutely 
disastrous for us to go down 
the line of recruiting para- 
militaries. the very people 
that we seek to protect soci- 
ety from," he added in an 
interview at police head- 
quarters in Belfast 

Chris Patten, the former 
Hong Kong governor and 
Tory party chairman 
appointed as head of the 
independent commission to 


consider reform of the' 
RUC, has been handed a 
hugely difficult task. 

The Chief Constable of 
the RUC. Ronnie Banagan, 
has criticised the commis- 
sion as "political”, and has 
warned against undermin- 
ing the police's indepen- 
dence. 

But republicans want the 
ov'erwhelmingly Protestant- 
domjnated force, which 
they accuse, of sectarian 
harassment and human 
rights abuses, disbanded 
and replaced by a new force 
at least 40 per cent 
Catholic. 

In the republican enclave 
of Ardoyne. In north 
BelfasL just down the road 
from a heavily fortified 
police station surrounded 
by four-metre concrete 
walls topped by barbed 
wire, is the local office of 
Sinn Fein, political wing of 
the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA). 

Here, a different law 
applies. The office func- 
tions as an unofficial police 
station, where residents can 
bring their complaints 
about “anti-social" offend- 
ers such as drug-dealers, 
sex offenders and teenage 
joyriders. 

Under the IRA’s brutal 
system of common law jus- 
tice within the workuog- 
class Catholic community, 
the “guilty" are kneecapp^ 
— shot in both ankles and 
legs. leaving them cripples 
for life. 

“They are our security 
forces," said Margaret 
McClanagh, in a bunker- 
like office bedecked with 
photos of IRA activists and 
posters that give warnings 
such as: “Any harassment 
by the RUC in this area 
should be reported to your 


local Sinn Fein centre 
IMMEDIATELY.” 

She added defensively: 
“The RUC won't take any 
action, would look the other 
way, won't help nationalist 
people in the Catholic 
areas." 

Republicans want the 
royal prefix to be scrapped 
and the practice of flying 
the British union flag frmn 
stations ended. The RUC is 
willing to abandon the flag, 
but there is reluctance to 
change the name. 

Even then, for republi- 
cans. that would just be a 
“transitory” step. “You 
could change their name, 
flag and u^orin, at core 
they will still be the RUC,” 
said Ms. McGanagh. 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blsdr, however, has 
made it clear that the RUC 
wbiefa has suffered 300 
deaths and thousands of 
injured in 30 years of “trou- 
bles”. would not be dis- 
banded. - . 

Instead, recruitment of 
more Catholic officers is a 
major priority. 

At present, they make up 
only eight per cent of the 
force, compared to 11 per 
cent in 1969 and 21 per cent 
in 1923. 

The RUC insists real 
efforts are being made to 
redress the bdance. In 
recruitment posters, it says 
it “particularly welcomes 
applications from tiie 
Catholic community.” 

But Catholic officers have 
to run the gauntlet of threats 
from the IRA and face dis- 
crimination within the 
force. 

Meanwhile, if peace 
in, the 13.0cb-strong force 
would be reduced and the 
focus shifted to combating 
more non-terrorist crime. 


French police hear witness in 
Chirac jobs for the boys probe 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
fraud investigators 

Wednesday questioned a 
key witness in a probe into 
corruption at Paris City 
Hal! at the time that 
President Jacques Chirac 
was mayor. 

Georges Quemar, a for- 
mer City Hall personnel 
manager, was interrogated 
by the fraud squad for 
almost three hours. He 
refused comment on leav- 
ing police offices. 

Chirac, Paris mayor 
for 18 years until his elec- 
tion as president in 1995, 
is the founder of the neo- 
Gaullist Rally for the 
Republic (RPR), the 
largest opposition party 
which is currently the 
focus of a string of corrup- 
tion probes. 

In a daily paper this 
week. Mr. Quemar said 
city authorities put up to 
300 bogus employees on 
the payroll at a cost to the 
taxpayer of 100 million 
francs (S16.5 million) a 
year. 

He told the Le Parisien 
daily that friends and rela- 
tions of city councillors. 
RPR members, artists and 
writers, candidates beaten 


in elections were 
employed by Paris City 
Hall in the 1980s in jobs 
that existed only on paper. 

City Hall, bastion of the 
RPR. is already in the eye 
of a storm after the inter- 
rogation early this week of 
Paris mayoress, Xaviere 
Tiberi, wife of Mr. 
Chirac's protege and suc- 
cessor. Mayor Jean Tiberi, 
She was placed in police 
custody Monday for seven 
hours for questioning in a 
separate alleged public 
payToll scam involving a 
dozen local fictitious jobs. 

The mayor subsequently 
lashed out at the renewed 
corruption allegations 
involving the city hail and 
charged that the reports 
were an attempt to desta- 
bilise the GaulUst party 
and the French presidency. 

"There is an attempt to 
(^stabilise the opposition 
(Gaulhst party) and of 
course its former leader 
^cques Chirac,*’ Mr. 
Tiberi said on radio. 

. *Tliis is all a show 
^med at dishonouring and 
nunuliaiing. Nothing justi- 
fied (my wife) being held 
in custody,” he told 
Europe- 1 . 


“My wife a nd I are calm 
and determined," he said. 

The developments- are 
the latest in a series of 
scandals, paittcularly m 
Paris, to hit the RPR 
which Mr. Chirac founded 


22 years ago. 


They add to the existing 
woes of the party, still 
reeling after a humiliating 
defeat in snap elections 
last year which Mr. Chii^ 
called in a failed bid to 
increase the majority of 
his then-ruling party.' : 

After leaders of the rul- 
ing Socialist Party 
week raised the possibility 
of the head of state being 
brought in for questioniDg 
in the various probes, RPR 
leaders accused _tlttir 
rivals of victimiripg 
opposition and mOuatiog a 
plot to oust Mi. Chirac. 

In a surprise, move 
Wednesday, . Socialist 
Prime Minister' Lionel 
Jospin rallied to the side 
of the conservative' presi- 
dent, saying that he and 
Mr. Chirac had wtpressed 
joint concern “about state- 
ments that tfari^tea . to 
trouble Frenchc!-.psolte§- 
life to the detriment of 
democracy.” ' 
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Anti-Taleban 
alliance slams militia 
talks rejection 



An undated Hie photo showing the painting ‘The 
Gardener* by the Dutch post-impressionist Vincent van 
Gogh which was stolen, tt^ether with two other paint- 
ings, from Rome’s Modern Art Mnsenm (AFP photo) 

Van Gogh, Cezanne 
paintings stolen 
from Rome museum 


Russian Communists launch new 
impeachment bid against Yeltsin 


KABUL (AFP) — An 
official from 

Afghanistan's anti- 
Taleban coalition 

Wednesday slammed a 
militia decision to aban- 
don direct talks and seek 
military gains in the north 
of the country. 

A spokesman for the 
ousted Kabul government 
urged the interaational 
community to pressure 
the hardline Muslim mili- 
tia to return to talks and 
warned the southern 
rivals that a current round 
of attacks would fail. 

“From the very begin- 
ning the position of the 
Taleban was clear. They 
were not happy with the 
process of negotiations 
because they simultane- 
ously launched military 
operations," Mohacrunad 
Arif told AFP. 

Speaking by satellite 
telephone from the 
Panjshir Valley strong- 
hold of ousted Kabul 
government topgun 
Ahmad Shah Masood. the 
official said the Taleban’s 
decision to continue mili- 
tary operations was ill- 
conceived. 

“If the Taleban think 
they can get milit^ 
gains before entering 
another round of talks 
they are making a mis- 
take because all their mil: 
itary pro^ammes in the 
north >^1 fail," he 
warned. 

Tuesday a U.N. official 
announced the Taleban 
have decided to withdraw 
their support for the so- 
called ulema process, in 
which religious scholars 
nominated by both sides 
would hammer-out a 
solution to the 18 year- 
old civil war. 

The news was the first 
official confirmation chat 
the puritanical Taleban — 
which holds two-thirds of 
Afghanistan — would not 
continue the peace calks 
which broke off in 
Islamabad after five days 
on May 3. 

The announcement of 
the Taleban decision also 
comes amid intensified 
ftghting and sustained 
Taleban attacks in north- 
eastern Afghanistan, the 
stronghold of the ex- 


MUSCAT (AFP) — The 
International Whaling 

Commission (IWO 
Wedne.sday condemned 
Japan once again for “sci- 
entific*' whaling in the 
Antarctic which kills 
some 4(X) whales there 
yearly. 

A majority of 17 coun- 
tries voted ill favour of 
the resolution condemn- 
ing Japan at the annual 
IWC meeting in the 
Omani capital, while nine 
voted again.«:t and eight 
abstained. 

Earlier, the IWC con- 
demned Norway for its 
“commercial whaling" in 
the North Atlantic in defi- 
ance of a 12-year-old 
moratorium. 

The IWC has repeatedly 
passed the same resolu- 
tions condemning Japan 
and Norway at its yearly 
meetings without effect. 

Japan has said that 
stocks of whales in the 
Antarctic are sufficient to 
support modest “harvest- 
ing*' and has rejected sci- 
entific arguments for set- 
ting the region aside as a 
whale sanctuary. 

Unlike in previous 
years, the IWC's latest 
condemnations of Japan 
and Norway come as con- 
servation experts agree 
that the populations of 
whales targeted by the 
two countries — the less- 
er rorquals, or fm-back 
whales — have bounced 
back. 

Norway, which has con- 
sistently rejected the 


Kabul government of top- 
pled President 

Buihannudin Rabbani. 

Mr. Arif said it was now 
up to the United Nations 
to push the Taleban back 
into talks by exerting 
pressure on Pakistan, 
accused of backing the 
hardline movement. 

He said the Islamabad 
talks — the breakdown of 
which he blamed on the 
Taleban — would not 
have taken place without 
the intervention by the 
United States ambassador 
to the United Nations, 
Bill Richardson. 

“It is now up to 
Richardson and the U.N. 
to make Pakistan force 
the Taleban into talking, 
as we, the Afghan people 
and the international 
community are in favour 
of a negotiated settle- 
ment," he said. 

No reaction from the 
other two dominant 
alliance factions of ex- 
Communist Abdul Rashid 
Dostam and the Shiite 
Hezb-i-Wahdat militia 
was immediately avail- 
able. 

Speaking on the current 
upsurge in fighting in the 
north of the country Mr. 
Arif said recent Taleban 
gains had been reversed. 

“The Taleban have 
attacked north of Kabul 
and also towards Taloqan, 
but all of their efforts 
have failed," he claimed, 
adding the Taleban's air- 
force of aged Soviet jets 
was also in action. 

Earlier this month the 
Taleban seized the north- 
eastern town of 
Ishkamish in Mr. 
Masood's stronghold of 
Takhar province, a post 
which sits on one of Mr. 
Masood's supply lines to 
frontlines nor^ of Kabul. 

'The Taleban are still in 
Ishkamish but we control 
the high ground and we 
are in a good position to 
recapture it," he asserted. 
No independent details of 
military developments in 
the north was immediate- 
ly available. 


international moratorium 
on whaling, resumed 
commercial hunting of 
lesser rorquals in the 
northeast Atlantic in 
1993. 

The IWC considers 
Japan's “scientific'' whal- 
ing as disguised commer- 
ci^ hunting. Japan offi- 
cially takes 400 lesser 
rorquals in the Antarctic 
each year, along with 
some 100 others in the 
north Pacific. 

The repeated condem- 
nations of the two coun- 
tries are symbolic, 
because the IWC has no 
means of enforcing such 
resolutions. 

Together, hunting by 
Japan and Norway kills 
some 1 ,300 whales a year, 
apart from whales 
destroyed in commercial 
fishing operations, 

notably by South Korea. 

The total population of 
lesser rorqu^s worldwide 
is estimated at less than 
one million, of which 
730,000 are in the 
Antarctic. 

Several Western delega- 
tions which voted for %e 
resolutions condemning 
Japan and Norway told 
Af7 that it would be diffi- 
cult to indefinitely contin- 
ue the moratorium if the 
survival of target species 
is not directly Uireatened. 

The IWC has never 
agreed on rules for moni- 
toring whaling ships and 
whaling catches should 
the hunting moratorium 
ever be lifted. 


ROME (AFP) — A gang 
described as professional ait 
thieves stole three major 
pain rings by the 
Imjxessionist masters 
>^ncent Van Gogh and Paul 
Cezanne from Rome's 
Modem Art Museum 
overnight, police said 
Wedn^day. 

Three armed and masked 
men entered the museum's 
security control room at 
about 10:40 p.m. (20H40 
GMT), and overpowered 
three female guards, accord- 
ing to an Initi^ police recon- 
struction of the mid. After 
forcing die women to turn off 
Che alarm system and tying 
them up. the men went 
straight to a room in die 
museum and helped them- 
selves to 'The Gaidener" and 
“Tbe Woman from Arles" by 
van Gogh, and Cezanne's 
“Le Ca^on de Jourdan" 
(Jourdan's Cabin). 

The three women were 
found bound and gagged in 
museum toilets. 

“It was the work of profi^ 
sionals." Rome's police chief 
Antonio Pagnozzi said. 

‘The men, who were wear- 
ing gloves and had token off 
their shoes, managed to dis- 
able the alarm system and 
steal money from die safe," 
he said. 

The>' swiped the video-cas- 
settes from the museum's 
internal security cameras and 
the guard's walkie-talkies, he 
add^ The gang took more 
than one miUion lire ($370) 
from a safe, before leaving 
some 50 minutes after they 
had arrived. The alarm was 
raised after the owner of the 
museum's bar noticed the 
nuun door to the building 
was open, at about 1 .30 a.m 
(23H30 GMT). He immedi- 
ately alerted a passing police 
patrol. 

It is not the first time tbe 
museum has suffered at the 
hands of art thieves. In 1992 
two watercolours, again by 
Paul Cezanne, were stolen. 

*nie some year saw a 
Vblasquez stolen from the 
National Museum in 
Modena, northern Italy. 


Culture Ministe r Walter 
>feltroni and museum direc- 
tor Sandra Pinto visited die 
museum soon after the theft 
Wednesday^ along with the 
bead of ^e Italian police's 
art protection squad, Roberto 
Confoiti. 

Mr. ^Itroni said he was 
coafident tbe woiks of art 
would be recovered. The 
heritage protection service is 
very efficient, and half of the 
wi^ of art stolen are recov- 
ered," he said. 

Experts said it would be 
di^ull to sell die three 
paintings on tbe art maik^ 

'The Women from Arles", 
which has been in the posses- 
sion of the galleiy for a num- 
ber of years, is a 60 by 30 
centimetre unsigned oil on 
canvas prvtrait of a Madame 
Ginoux. 

She mok care of Van Gogh 
in the soudiem French town 
of Arles after he suffered his 
first major bout of depres- 
sion, in 1890. 

The tonoealed Dutch 
painter did the work in 
January and February of 
1890, some months before be 
committed suicide in August 
of that year. 

It is one of three paintings 
of Madame Ginoux. but is 
regarded by critics as the 
best The other two are in 
museums in Bra^ and the 
Netberiands. 

'The Gardenef ’ portrays a 
sad-looldng peasant wearing 
a straw baL *nie unsigned 61 
by 30 centimetre oQ on can- 
vas painting was created in 
the spring ^ 1889, when an 
in Vm Gogh was convalesc- 
ing in the southern town of 
S^t Remy. 

It has in the posses- 
sion of tbe Rome museum 
for several years. 

Tbe Cezanne painting 
“Jourdan's Cabin" also 
known as “House and 
Trees", is an oil on canvas 63 
by 81 centimetre work paint- 
ed in 1906, the year the artist 
died 

The unfinished painting 
was bought by the musMim 
in 1986. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Russian Communist Party 
rallied support from 177 
deputies Wednesday for a 
motion aimed at launching 
impeachment proceedings 
against President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

The long and complicated 
impeachmeDt procedure 
looked unlikely to succeed, 
but the Communists 
obtained more than the 150 
signatures necessary to put 
tire matter to a vote in both 
bouses of parliament — the 
next stage after examina- 
tion of the motion by a spe- 
cial parliamentary commis- 
sion. 

‘The president will react 
calmly to the impeachment 
bid," said Mr. Yeltsin's 
spokesman Sergei 

Yastr^embsky, quoted by 
Interfax news agency. 

The spokesman smd that 
“all previous attempts made 
by opposition radicals in 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A 
state of emergency was 
declared in the Siberian 
region of Kemerovo 

Wednesday as miners 
protesting massive wage 
arrears severed a second 
key tailway line, threaten- 
ing to pai^yse the eotine 
region. 

Kemerovo Governor 

Aman Tuleyev told Interfax 
he had ordered tbe emer- 
gency measures to protect 
more than 100 t rains carry- 
ing explosives and danger- 
ous ctemicals which had 
been brought to a halt in the 
region. 


CHTITAGONG^aDgladesb 
(AFP) BanigLadesh 

^^peared to have been spared 
by a cyclone Wednkday 
which weakened before 
crossing the southeastern 
coast Vrith no inurteHhtp 
reports of casualties. 

This is the second time the 
coast and tiiis ki^ port city 
have escqied recently with- 
out major casualties or dev- 
astation. 

Wednesday's cyclone from 
the Bay of ^ngal weakened 
and crossed the Chittagong- 
Shitakunda coast witii a 
maximum wind ^peed of J 30 
Idlometres an hour, local 
ofi^als said, adding several 
hundred low-cost houses 
were damaged and trees and 
power lines broken. 

In Aowara, one of tbe most 
vulnerable coastal subdis- 
tricts near tiie port city, some 
1,300 houses were damaged 
witii some 4,000 people 
affected or left homeless, dia- 
aster and relief officials said. 

Officials, however, said 
they were still waiting for 
reports from local autiioii- 
ties. 

Red Crescent and district 
officials declined to com- 
ment on an unccmfinned 
local report claiimng five 
deaths in die (ydooe. 

Earlier reports said hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
fled to safety anud fears of a 
high death inU. 

More than 300,000 people 
bad been moved to safety in 
Chittagong and Cox's 
Bazaar before tbe cyclone 
hit 

The military was deployed 
Thesday ni^t in most areas 
with trucks and mectical 
teams. 

The eye of the storm was to 
coincide with a high tide 
which officials earlier feared 
would lesuh in flooding 
along crowded coastal areas 
and nearby islands. 

The official BSS news 
agei^ warned there could 
be bi^ loss of life and dam- 
age because of die tide and 
huge waves crashing asbcre. 

In its eady stages the s to rm 
bad bit this soufeeastem pm 
city and suburbs widi winds 
up to 120 to 130 krlometres 
an hour; local officials said. 


the Duma" to push for 
impeachment “were legally 
null and void." 

An impeachment motion 
must be backed by a two- 
thirds majority in both 
houses — the Duma and 
Federation Council — to be 
adopted. 

Yegor Stroyev, speaker of 
the upper house Federation 
Council, promptly 

armounced that the cham- 
ber. which groups the lead- 
ers of Russia's 89 regions, 
would not back the motion. 

Under the 1993 constitu- 
tion drawn up by Mr. 
Yeltsin himself, a Russian 
president can only be 
impeached for “treason or a 
serious crime." 

Communist leader 
Gennady Zyuganov 

accused Mr. Yeltsin of 
“crimes against the country 
and people," denouncing as 
“high treason" the Russian 
leader's signing of the 1991 


The declaration would 
also guarantee food, power 
and heating supplies to 'die 
region, which has been 
squeezed by miners protest- 
ing wage arrears totalling 
3.7 billion rubles ($600 mil- 
lion) as of May 1. 

Local police, transport 
police the regional 

department of tbe emer- 
gency situatioas ministry 
would , enforce the mea- 
sures, the governor said. 

Tbe emergency measures 
would allow the authorities 
to protea all vital installa- 
tions, but Mr. T)jleyev ruled 
out using force to clear the 


■Tdding tiie wind streogdi was 
higher on the off-shoie 
Kunibdia and St Martins 
is lan d*;- 

Two ships being moved out 
of tbe harbour for safety col- 
lided, a port official told AFP, 
adding there was no serious 
damage caused. 

Officials also expressed 
concern about different fore- 
casts on the timing and direc- 
tion of the cyclone issued by 
various govemmeot depart- 
ments and agencies. 

A spokesman for Prime 


Belovezhskaya Pushcfaa 
accords which dis^ved 
the ^iet Unicm. 

Mr. Zyuganov also 
alleged that Mr. . Yehsin 
organised a coup d'dtac in 
1^3 when he scxight to 
dissolve the old Soviet-era 
parliament, overstepping 
his constitutional rights. 

Mr. Yeltsin's move trig- 
gered fierce resistance by 
hardline deputies, who 
holed themselves up in par- 
liament and were finally 
ousted by pro-Yeltsin 
troops at a cost of smne 130 
lives. 

Mr. Zyuganov said Mr. 
Yeltsin had ‘lianned the 
country's security and 
fighting capability," by 
allowing the Russian aimed 
forces to run out of cash 
and by signing disarma- 
ment acconds regarded as a 
betrayal by the 
Communists. 

The situation is getting 


The state of emeigency 
does not mean force will be 
used against the strikers. 
Tliat is categorically ruled 
out," Interfax quoted Mr. 
Tuleyev as saying. 

The main aim of tbe state 
of emergency is to ensure 
that tbe region’s vital instal- 
lations continue to func- 
tion," he said. 

Mr. TUleyev stud he had 
declared a state of emer- 
gency “because tbe situa-. 
tion is teetering on the 
absurd in Leoinsk- 
Kuznetsky, where the strik- 
ers are trying to cut off the 


Minister Sheikh Hasina 
Wajed said she was raooitor- 
ing events and had ordered 
goveromeot dqpartmeots to 
take necessary precautions. 

Bangladesh’s last m^cx' 
cyclraie in 1991 left more 
than 139,000 people dead and 

th^aisands of - hfinr >es 

destroyed. TSvo cyclones in 
the past two years left several 
hundred dead. 

In Dhaka Bangladesh’s 
opposition has posqxmed a 
one-day hunger strike against 
a tribal peace pact in areas hit 


amazing thing IS tiiai die 
executive autltorftie& regad 
all these events with crimi- 
nal iDdifference." 'Mr: 
Zyuganov said. 

The Duma, dominated by 
Communist and nationalist 
deputies, has stepped up its 
challenge to the Kimlin 
since Mr. Yeltsin pushed 
through the appointment of 
Seigei Kiriyenko, a 33- 
year-old reformist tecluio- 
crat. as prime nunLstef in 
April. 

In January 1997 the 
Duma debated possible 
impeachment of Mr. Yeltsin 
on grounds of ill health, as 
be was in hospital suffering 
from double pneumonia 
just two mtHiths after 
undergoing a quintuple 
heart bypass operation. 

However, on that occa- 
sion deputies voted against 
a draft resolution calling for 
his impeachmenc. 


water supplies," Interfax 
reported. 

Coal workers have been 
blocking trains on the main 
trans-Siberian line at 
Anzbero-Sudzhensk for the 
past six days, but traffic has 
been rerouted around them 
on alternative tracks. 

However, by cutting the 
line at Prr^pyevsk early 
Wednesday the miners sev- 
ered the main Imk still opeiL 
isolating tbe Kemerovo 
region completely and pre- 
venting go(^ from reach- 
ing Russia's vast eastern 
tracts. 


by the cyclcme Wednesday, a 
spr^oesmao ssdd, adding the 
decision was taken 
Tiesday as the cyclone 
neared the coast 

The planned protests in 
otiier disnicts not likely to be 
affected by the storm would 
go ahead 

The opposition is waging a 
campai^ gainst tbe peace 
izeaty signed with tribal insur- 
gents in soutiieastem 
Bangladesh last December, 
claiming it is uncoastitution- 
aL 


Fireworks factory 
blast kills eight 


BEDINC (AFP) — An explo- 
sion at a Japanese-owned fire- 
woiks factory in southern 
China’s Guangdong province 
has idlied eight people includ- 
ing a Japanese national, local 
police IK^dnesdtty. 

The blast — which took 
place Tuesday in Boluo city, 
about 1(X) kUomecres east of 
the fxovindal ciqrital 

Guangzhou — also injured 46 
people, a police spokesman 
ioldAFP. 

A second Japanese business- 
man was among die injured, he 
added. 

Hong Kong’s Ming I^ 
daily reported earlier 


Wednesday that more 100 
firemen and 200 solduxs were 
needed to put out the blaze that 
followed at tbe Bduo 
Firewoiks Ca Ltd. plant. 

The OuDese-laDgLuige news- 
pqier had put the imtid toll at 
nine dead and 66 injured. 

h was China's thud indusui- 
al explosion reported in a 
month. On May 2, a blast at a 
table-tennis ball killed 
nine and seriously injined'one 
in the eastern Zbegiang 
province. 

A chemical plant explosion 
in notbem Sltijiazhuang dty 
IdQed six and injured five on 
April 28. 
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IWC again condemns 
Japan’s scientiific 
whaling in Antarctic 


State of emergency declared in 
strike-bound Siberian coal region 


Cyclone spares Bangladesh coast, 
1,500 shanty houses damaged 
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the course 


HIS Ni.AJESTV King Hussein's unprecedented 
meeting nith all three branches of government 
W ednesday and his frank talk are examples of the 
channels that His Majesty keeps open to aU segments 
of society in order to create harmony among them. 
Coming as it did in the uake of his surprise \1sit to 
the protl-ssinnu! associations complex and talks with 
i:he ass:'K:iations* presidents, yesterday's openness 
aims not only io bolster ties between the three 
branches «:f g<»^ ernment but also to cement relations 
beiM ^en the members of the one Jordanian family. 
With Parliament representing the people, the judi- 
ciary reilecting the conscience of the country and the 
executive charged with the task of impiemeDting the 
national policies and programmes of action, the 
King's joint session with all three facets of the state 
represe.nts the chance of a lifetime for the country to 
pnt IL< act tf^igcther. Above ail, the King sought 
accountubiih} not only at the national level but also 
zt the Arab icvel us well, based on truth and recon- 
ciliation, 

U was clear from the words of the King that he 
wanted to set the record straight once and for all on 
aM past and present policies. The history of Jordan 
and its relations with its own people as well as with 
its neighbours has thus been put under closer scruti- 
ny for all parties to reexamine and judge according- 
ly, whether relations with the Palestinians or the 
Iraqi cunllict and the ensuing misreading of 
Jordan's stand against Iraqi aggression on Kuwait. 
This represents a new spirit in the country that we 
trust will snowball into other manifestations in dif- 
ferent spheres of governance. 

The reasons for pressing ahead with this new spir- 
it are lnd;.'ed conipeliing. There is a crisis on the front 
of the peace process. Israel has rebuffed every rea- 
sonable overture to revitalise the faltering peace 


talks. The lung used Israeli Prime Minister 


Benyamin Netanyahu's recent threat to '^et 
Washington on fire," if President Bill Clinton 
blumed itini for the protracted deadlock in the peace 
talks with the Palestinians as added evidence of the 
extent of the Israeli leader's arrogance and defiance. 
This means that the long-awaited peace dividends 
would continue to be elusive. With the peace fortunes 
nowhere to be seen or felt, there is a pressing need to 
revievv the country's course on all levels. After ail. we 
have constructed so many '^dreams" on the promise 
of peace. The fallout from the dire economic condi- 
tions Lhai the Kingdom has to endure due to the 
absence of comprehensive peace and stability in the 
area have made life for the majority of Jor^nlans 
more difficult. The ebbs and flows in the deroocrati- 
sation pn«cess have also become the main features of 
pofiticai life in recent times due in no small part to 
the collapse of the hopes once pinned on peace in the 
region. ^Vhat ensued was a series of bottlenecks in 
the conduct of our national affairs. 

This, therefore, is a time for national unity, clarity 
in the national purpose and renewed energy to face 
up to the challenges that lie ahead. While affirming 
our steadfastness to peace in the Middle East as a 
strategic objective for all times, we must strive to 
find new avenues to advance its cause, not only at 
the Palestinian level but also at the other remaining 
fronts. We cannot begin to play our natural role in 
the Middle East until our own house is in order. This 
is the essence of the message the King delivered when 
he met all three branches of government. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab A1 Yawm's Taher Adwon desciibed the call 
on the world community by the Egyptian and French pres- 
i'dcnis to itelp achieve peace in the Middle East and help 
the Pa(t'<^iinians establish their independent state as a very 
imponant step. Adwan said the Chirac and Mubarak call 
manilcMs the European and Arab countries' increasing sup- 
port for the Palestinian people's rights and should aid the 
Palestinian people's pnpurations for declaring their 
independent state next year. The writer said, in light of 
Netanyahu's pr^ictices and disregard for U.N. resolutions 
the PalwMinians Itave no alternative but to proceed with 
their pkuis to declare their independent state and at the 
hume lime pursue the struggle to ensure the full implemen- 
tation of The peace accords. The demonstrations held in the 
Palestinian land': marking the 50th anniversaiy of the 
occupation of their land clearly proves that the Palestinians 
are ready to otfer more sacrifices for the sake of regaining 
their right.>, said the writer. He urged the Palestinians to put 
their house in order and consolidate their national unity in 
preparation for die day of independence and the continued 
struggle for freedom. 


A1 .4swaq's Rashid Hossan utgecl the govemmem to fol- 
low the initiative of His Majesty King Hussein who has 
started a diuiogue with the professional unions towards 
enhancing national unity'. The government is called on to 
open a dialogue with the various political and professional 
groups in onJer to remove any Uniting mistrust, said the 
writer. The King's \ isit to the professional unions has put 
an end to misconceptions and unfounded rumours about 
the existence of differences that might cause instability, 
noted tlie writer. He said all groups and factions ought to 
heed the King's call for consolidating national unity at a 
rime when the Kingdom and the Arab World are facing new 
cbuJlengcs represented in Israel's practises and intransigent 
positions witii reacjd to the peace process. Hassan said 
nutionai unity is needed more than any time in the past to 
lielp the country deal with all eventualities. 


View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoi 


Development should incorporate aesthetic need 





THE INAUGURATION of AI-Karameh Dam in the 
Jordan Valley lost week is a significant evenr for us in 
this part of the world. And io many crucial ways. 

The Jordan Valley is a great treasure, economically and 
otherwise, and any development of any part of it — in the 
short and long run — is of great value. Many of the veg- 
etables and fruits we coOsSume are grown in the valley, 
and in all seasons. 

Water in the country as well as the region is both pre- 
cious and scarce. Every' drop counts, as we keep saying. 
Any effort or project which aims at m^ng water avail- 
able or at conserving it is thus highly appreciated. TTiere 
is indeed a need for more dams and reservoirs. 

There is. how'ever. another important function for both 
water and the Jordan Valley, one which we lend at times ‘ 
to forget, ignore or marginalise — namely, their aesthet- 
ic function. As for water, the very sight of it is impor- 
tant. While in the case of the more foi^nate parts of the 
globe (those which have oceans, seas, lakes, reservoirs, 
ponds, rivers, gorges, waterfalls, streams, etc. in abun- 
dance) the sight of water might be a normal doily occur- 
rence. in our part of the world the sight of water is • 
always thrilling. 

I have always remembered the story told to us as school 


children of Caliph Omar (although I am not sure how 
true the story was) writing to one of his conunanders 
asking him to Ascribe to him what the sea looks like. 
Such anecdote is illustrative of the charm and magic 
water has in our desert part of the world. 

Many of us have access to Aqaba and the Dead Sea (as 
well as some of the neighbouring watery regions), but 
most of us do not ft^uent Aqaba and the Dead Sea (or 
the neighbouring regions) all year round and as often as 
we wish. 

Dams and reservoirs thus fill an important gap. The 
King Talal reservoir (north of Amman) and AI-Arab 
'* reservoir (west of Irbid) are fiequented by picnickers and 
sightseere (shall we say water lovers?) ail year round, 
and they do fulfil an important aesthetic fiinction. not 
only for the poets among us but also for the poets in us. 

Watching the inauguration of the ultra-modern Al- 
Karameh ^m. I (as a conscious water consumer) was 
thrilled to see chat much lain water is being conserved. 
But while watching the inauguration ceremony, the 
in me was mox'ed also. Many of us go to reservoirs with 
the specific puipo^ of seeing the sight of water and 
unleashing our imagination. 

In Herman Melville's 1851 masterpiece, "Moby-Dick." 


the Ishmael is so moved by the sight of the oce^ 
forgets to spot whales and succumbs almost toi^y t o-^^ 
power of meditation and imagination. The mind 
Jordanian Ishmael is greatly moved by the sight of waife; 
in reservoirs and small streams. Let's have more of me^] 
^at applies to water applies also to the Jordan VaB^- 
at large. The valley is economically important no dqubc 
but it is also aesthetically important, and equally ^ I 
would argue. It is frequented all year round by picnick?: 
ers of all sorts. As we think about the development 
this important area, we bax’e to cater to the needs of ^ ' 
poets in us more conscientiously than we have been. 

doing. , , : 

There is the Dead Sea, of course. But many people do;^ 
not go just to see the Dead Sea. They go to see the other'; 
parts of the valley. In these parts, there is unfortunaiefy;. 
very little space for such visitors. If you are not lud^';' 
enough to have a farm (and how many people are luc^ 
in this sense?), you will have a hard time findiiig a suit- 
able place where you let your imagination soar. There is 
a need for a couple of huge parks or ou^g sites at least 
It may be that during these difficult times, econonucs 
comes first Fine. But let us make the fulfilment of our 
aesthetic needs a strong second. 


Border dispute 
still hangs over 
India-China ties 


Thinking positiveiy about the Mideast 


•By Sotiris Roussos 


ft is ahvays a risk to write about 
Xfiddle Eastern affairs while you 


NEW DELHI! .AFP) — The trad- 
ing of insults between India and 
China since last week's nuclear 
tests has highlighted their rum- 
bling border dispute — which 
sparked a brief but bitter war in 
1962. The two .Asian giants still 
claim vast swathes of each 
other's territory along their 
2,010 kilometre (1,246 miiei 
border. China reacted to the 
tests by accusing India of 
launching a "full-scale war" in 
1962, while India has responded 
by indignantly laying the blame 
for the conflict at Beijing's 
door. 

The border dispute first flared 
during a visit by India's first 
Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru to Beijing in 1959. Nehru 
questioned the boundaries 
shown on official Chinese maps, 
leading then Chinese premier 
Chau Eolai to reply that his gov- 
ernment never recognised the 
border drawn up by the British 
colonial rulers of India in 1914 
known as the McMohan Line. 
He in turn laid claim to around 

120.000 square kilometres of 
Indian lerriiory. The conflict 
erupted on three separate fronts 
along the two countries' moun- 
tainous frontier in September 
1962. Skirmishing between the 
two sides around (he Dhola area 
on the north-east frontier trig- 
gered a three-pronged Chinese 
invasion between Oct. 20 and 
22, and a push into Indian lerri- 
lory. Aflei giving the Indian 
army a bipody nose — an esti- 
mated 10,000 Indian deaths — 
the Chinese announced a cease- 
fire on Nov. 21 and then with- 
drew its forces 20 kilometres 
behind the McMohan Line 10 
days later. 

The WOT led to a 14-year break 
in diplomatic relations. China 
still claims around 90,0(X) 
square kilometres of Indian ter- 
ritory in Arunachal Pradesh 
(north-east), while New Delhi 
says China occupies some 

38.000 square kilometres in 
Kashmir. Ties began to improve ' 
substantially with the holding of j 
more than 10 rounds of Sino- | 
Indian negotiations since 198S. 
The last round of talks was in 
1996. 

In November 1996, Jiang 
Zemin became the first Chinese 
president to visit India, and the 
two countries signed a pact to 
cut troops and 'armaments on 
their. border and agreed to stop 
flying combat aircraft over con- 
tentious areas. Ironically India 
was one of the first countries to 
recognise the new government 
of the communist People's 
Republic of China in 1949. 
China's invasion of eastern 
Tibet upset the balance the fol- 
lowing year, but the two* coun- 
tries stabilised relations by 
agreeing to the Indo-Chinese 
pact in 1954. Under the pact 
India gave up all extra-territori- 
al rights and privileges it 
enjoyed in 'fibet, which it inher- 
ited from the British colonial 
legacy, and formally recognised 
Tibet to be a region of China. 
The countries commited them- 
selves to five principles under 
the pact — popularly known as 
the Panchsheel — including 
mutual respect for each other's 
territorial integrity and sover- 
eignty. It also included mutual 
non-aggression, mutual non- 
interference in each other's 
internal affairs and peaceful 
coexistence. However the pact 
has been strained by the pres- 
ence of exiled Tibetan leader 
The Dalai Lama and 200,000 
Tibetan refugees on Indian soil. 


are uncertain about what lies 
beneath the turbulent sea of 
events. Furthermore, it is very eUf- 
Jieult to write to the sound of the 
war drums in the Gulf or else- 
where in the region. 


THE MIDDLE East is always con- 
nected with hatred and bloodshed, 
the absence of reason and the ascen- 
dancy of passion, lack of tolerance 
and oppressive leaderships. This 
hullabaloo obscures analysis and 
presents the Middle East as a hope- 
less case. It also prevents or dis- 
courages any involvement in what is 
seen as the Middle East imbroglio. 

The — somewhat ambitious — 
aim of this article is to draw atten- 
tion to some points of strength in 
the Middle East, some signs pobt- 
Ing to the dawn of a new era in the 
region. The study includes the 
countries of the Eastern 
Mediterranean basin as distinct 
from the countries of the Maghreb 
because of their difierem hist^cal 
background and different course of 
political, social and economic evo- 
lution. Not included is the state of 
Israel, because it is differeoL with 
its long-established democratic par- 
liamentary system, its economic 
structure — albeit long state-o>vi^ 
— and, last but not least, its rela- 
tions with the Jewish diaspora and 
the United Stares. 


Some signs of progress 


The political track seems the most 
cUfficult to follow, as it combines 
interwoven external and interaal 
factors. 'The peace (Rocess has 
always been seen as the key to any 
substantial progress in the region 
and any setback in this process is 
suppos^ to undermine projects in 
other fields. However, the South 
Eastern Meditemnean area has 
already enjoyed the longest period 
of peace ^er the second war. For 
nearly 25 years there has bedh no 
major military coofionuttion in the 
region, apart from the Gulf war, 
which needs to be analysed sepa- 
rately. The major regional antago- 
nists, namely Israel and the Ai^ 
states, have not confronted each 
other on the battlefield for a long 
time. 

Moreover, political stability pre- 
vails in the region. Countries with 
considerable problems of political 
and social unrest or which are expe- 
riencing rapid changes in their rul- 
ing elites are gradually becoming 
more stable, while their institutions 
are underlying significant reform. 
The evolution of political and social 
panenis in countries like, for 
instance, Egypt, Jordan, Yemen, 
even Lebanon shows a marked dif- 
ference from the uirinilence of the 
60s and the 70s. 

Of course, this is not a stoiy about 
how democracy' is blooming in dw 
Middle East. *Ihere is, however, an 
emeigence of a growing netwo^ of 
civic groups dedicated to {somoting 
democracy and the rule of law. Even 
within Palestinian society there is a 
flourishing human rights movement 
which does not mince wc^ds in crit- 
icising misdeeds perpetrated by the 
Palestinian Authorii)'. There are cer- 
tain steps towards democracy in 
Jordan, in Lebanon, in the 
Palestinian Authority as well as in 
Yemen. There are always voices 
which point out that the process is 
very slow, mentioning numerous 
examples of human rights abuse 
and anti-democratic behaviour. 

In EgypL the press enjoys a cer- 
tain deg^ of ^edom d expres- 
sion. Last autumn, the Egyptian 
government, and specifically the 
Ministiy' of the Interior, foced fierce 
criticism from leading Egyptian 
papers without resorting to censor- 
ship or other methods of pnsss sub- 


jugation. b is also evident rhar the 
{»ocess moving towards full 
democracy is not linear There are 
numerous setbacks, and inieroation- 
a! organisations have often had to 
monitor acts of political misconduct 
by Middle East governments. 

There is also a growing »repti- 
cism both in the region in the 
West about whether the democrati- 
sation process can include and per- 
haps facilitate the rise of Islamist 
movements. There is no easy and 
gei^ral answer to this question. As 
Olivier Roy rightly points out, we 
tend, in the West, to identify sys- 
tolic democracy with secularism, 
but in the Middle East, the secular 
forces have not always been demo- 
cratic. 

On the other hand, political Islam 
varies its conduct according to the 
etivin^nmenL It has been aig^ that 
whM the actual competition for the 
symbolic production of meaning 
takes place within the political 
arena, then the ideological position 
is ofien diluted with all sons of 
compromises. It is also argued that 
participation in the democratic 
game means alliances with other 
political forces, whid) reshape tiie 
origiDal doctrine and its ideas. In the 
1980s the Muslim Brotherhood in 
formed an alliance with the 
sect;^ Wafd Party, while in Jordan 
the Muslim Brotberhtxxl is already 
tuoctioning as a loyal opposition. 

There are. however, frnces which 
ding to violence in order to achieve 
their political aims. This is by no 
means an exclusively Middle 
Eastern or Muslim pbenomenon: It 
occurred massively in Western 
Europe in the 70s and is occurring 
in varknis parts of the planet today. 
Politiod mid sodal forces when 
marginalised tend to use violence in 
tiieir confrontation with the state. 
Various dislocations, social and 
economic, as well as overwhelming 
pover^ in the shan^-towns become 
hotbeds for the emergence of men 
of violent. The remedy to violent 
Islamic radicalism is by no means 
exclusion of political Islam from 
die game of politics. After all, Islam 
does provide a code of socid con- 
duct and a way of life deeply rooted 
in Middle Ea^ro societies. 

There are, sometimes reasonable, 
questions that arise about the behav- 
iour of Islamists towards the secular 
state or the alternation in power 
accenting to the pet^le's mandate. 
Experience in Algeria and else- 
wlKie has shown that the more iso- 
lated the Islamists feel, tiie easier it 
is for them to resort to violence. 
Going undeiground means cutting 
off ^ channels of dialogue, it 
means giving uncoizqiromisiiig, 
clandestine, violent cells the 
oppoitunigr to gain the upper band. 
Devolving state power by decentral- 
ising the already malfiinctioning 
state ^paratus has proved less cost- 
ly than an open-ended war against 
terrorism. Allowing a role for polit- 
ical Islam in local govemmem is a 
case is poinL 

Turning now to the economic 
progress and growth in the region, 
we must admit that the Middle East 
has not followed otiier parts of tiie 


planet in this respea, For example, 
foreisiu direct investment has 


zoreigxu direct investment has 
lagged far behind that in South and 
South-East Asia, In thb period 
1990-1995. it remained almost the 
same in the Middle ^t, whereas it 
tripled in Soutii and Soutb-Ean 
Asia. 

Nonetheless, there is a fresh 
debate over the rerms and coruli- 
tions for aliow^ the private sector 
to become active in the area. The 
liberalisation of the economy has 
accompanied new moves in the 
politick sphere. The emir of Kuwait 
has spoken of the need to transfer 
some activities and services to tiie 
private sector and President Assad 
has commented on Syria operating 
within a framework of economic 
pluralism which would facilitate the 
widest possible participation of citi- 


zens in the nation's economic devel- 
opment In Lebanon, tiie govern- 
ment is seekiDg to establish an 
economy which encourages private 
initiative and a free market 
The n»d towards development 
and private investment will not be 
an easy one. After alL oil prices 
have sunk to a four-year low. 
Gloomy predictions about oil price 
prospects reckon that even a mili- 
tary strike a gains t Iraq would not 
m^ any si^ufreant difference. As 
a result oil could not be the power 
engine of development in the region 
and the need for other sectors to be 
given a chance to develcf) is becom- 
ing urgent 

A series of indices and figures 
show a significant between the 
Arab states and tiieir counterparts in 
other parts of the world. 'The per- 
centage of aduk literacy for men is 
less than the average in develt^g 
countries, let alone industrialised 
stares. According to the conclusions 
of (he “1997 Human Developiitent 
Reporf* published by Oxford 
University Press, the overall poor 
results for women pull down nation- 
al figures on income, education and 
literacy. This represents a tremen- 
dous waste of human resources, 
which is (me of the main impedi- 
roents for economic and social 
development in the legiOD. 

Such obstacles are closely related 
to the economic roots of instability 
in the Middle East The supply of 
labour is growing very fast but the 
demand for lab^ is expanding 
very slowly, while the public sector 
in the various countries has created 
particularly inflexible labour mar- 
kets. Moreover, the Middle Eastern 
economies are suffering from the 
emerging urban unemployment of 
the ytxiDg. The problem will 
become acute at the tet decades of 
the next century. The region's 
labour force will double by the mid- 
dle of 2016 — only 18 years from 
now. 

To these problems, we must add 
food securi^ and water resources. 
Dur^ the 70s and 80s, because of 
the increase in oil revenues which 
affected, the non oil-producing 
countries as well food supply 
increased and security was identi- 
fied with food self-sufficiency. This 
attitude led to counter-productive 
methods of cultivation and to a 
waste of water and other natural 
resources. Today the situation is in 
DO way the same. Oil prices are 
falling, while domestic siqiply has 
been able to keep pace witii domes- 
tic demand only because of the per 
capita income stagnation. 

fo tiie mid-90s, however, after a 
decade of recession. Middle Eastern 
ecoaomies are showing signs of 
recovery thanks to a programme of 
a^ustment to hte matj onal 
Monetary Fund (IMF) directives. 
After foiling from 19 per cent of 
gross domestic product (GD^ to 1 7 
per cent in 1986-1990, private 
investment rebounded to 21 per cent 
in 1991-1995. There was also a sig- 
nificant increase in the efficiency of 
investment, as reflected in the 
decline of the incremental capital 
output ratio. The example of Egypt 
is a case in point Iiutial results, 
such as the r^d decrease of infla- 
tion ^ the shriokiDg of the budget 
deficit are impressive. Standaid & 
Poor recently recognised Egypt’s 
progress with an investment-arai 
bond rating. 

In many countries of the region, 
the biggest challenge concerns the 
public sector industries. The private 
compames are. by EU standards, of 
titednm or small size. It is certain 
tha dismantling these inefficient 
and defiw-creating industries pro- 
motes CTciency and si gnal^ to 
prospecuve investors that the «»ov- 
ernments are committed to eSab- 
iKhi^ md maintaining a level 
playing field. However, a massive 
and untied bureaucracy, the 

markeL and a chaotic, time-wasting 


and overloaded court system are the 
main deterrents to foreign invest- 
menL 

Private investments will only flow 
faster if diey feel secure. 'Ih^ are 
proposals for a hi^-profile and 
well-publicised EU guarantee fund. 
A sQiall equity stake taken out 
the European Divestment Bank in a 
given project may offer the ne^s- 
sary insurance policy against politi- 
cal risk that the investors are seek- 
ing. The proposal may not work but 
it may signal that the era of eco- 
nomic clichfs and routine methods 
of dealing with investment risks is 
definitely oven 


The machmery of dialogDe, 
nodecstanding and cooperation 


Both political and economic 
shortcomings in the region are 
directly connected with ^ prob- 
lems of peace and stabili^. 
Although war and conflict are not 
the generators of these shorccom- 
iogs. they certainly impede and 
sometimes invalidate many efforts 
towards both democratisation and 
eeonomic growth. They have this 
effect not only because of the rock- 
eting military expenditure they gen- 
erate in the process of acquisition of 
high-tech arms — sometimes for 
mass destruction •— but also 
b^use conflict strengthens ainfaor- 
it^an governance by elites condi- 
tioned by a siege mentali^. This 
precludes, of course, any sodal 
mobility and, thus, any sidistantial 
hope of change. 

It is therefore necessaiy to build 
machinery of dialogue and coopera- 
tion in otoer to overcome miscon- 
ceptions and exaceibatmg attitudes 
and to prepare the ground for mutu- 
al compromise and. eventually, 
long-lasting solutions to toe (xob- 
lems of the region. In this project, 
the presence and connibuti^ of a 
third party is essential. This tidrd 
I»ity should not be invedved in toe 
actual conflict, but should have the 
knowledge, tiie experience as weU 
as toe strategic interest in establish- 
ing a peaceful way of tflckiing these 
burning issues. 

In the case of an Israeli- 
Palestinian understanding, sod) a 
machinery must involve all toe dif- 
ferent groups and elites, even tiiose 
with extreme views. It must also 
avoid alienating certain groups. Its 
legitimatisation is derived fr^ its- 
capacity to syntoesise and not to 
exclude. Faction politics are very 
popular in the Middle East and 
there is no need to txanplant toem 
into the machinery of (lialogue and 
cooperation. 

A third requirement for such a set- 
up is not to dream of aconmEefaen* 
sive solution but to adieve, torough 
dialogue and mutual undostanding, 
small steps towards tiie creation of a 
level playing field for substantial 
negotiations. Howevei; tiw mc^ > 
important contribution of tins 
machmery is to free the discussion 
a zero-sum aiproach anii lead 
it to positive-sum cpproadi. 

The Middle East & not a siiz^la 
equation. However, if one discards 
the myths and toe prejudices, one 
can observe a series of changes 
^^ccurring boto on and die 
surfoce. Despite the Gulf war, the 
90s are a period of hepe and chanp 
in the Middle EasL The .change is 
perhaps slow, but it is tijere. There 
are several slacks but die trends 
ate pointing in the right rfiiectioo. 
The wind of change, may not be a 
hiirricane-but even a we^ hit 
i^^fi^hing, breeze is welcome toese 
days. 
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The way it chip M 
used to be 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

LAST YEAR, one of my Oiip Talks u'as dedicated to com* 
puter jaison. I was trying then to take the mystery out of 
some strange terms. If it is true that each trade, each speciali- 
ty has its own jaigoQ. none is adding new terms to its glos- 
sary at the spe^ t^ormation technolo^ (IT) is. 

Contrary to some disciplines, medicine in particular, that 
build completely new woi^ using Ladn or Greek roots, most 
of — but not all — computer terms an? taken &om everyday 
language, diou^ they end up having a new meaning. Tal^ 
'Vindf^s" for instance. Using it in IT context one forgets 
what it originally meant. This time, and in a less serious for- 
mat, r would like to share with you the message 1 received by 
e-mail a few days ago and entitled “A computer was some- 
thing on TV.” I ho^ you will enjoy it as much as I did. 

A window was something you hated to clean. 

And RAM was the cousin of a goat. 

MEG was the name of my girlj^end. 

And GIG was your middle firmer upright. 

Now they all mean d^erent things. 

And that teally MEGA bytes. 

An application hos far employment. 

A programme was a TV show. 

A cursor [sic] used profanity, 

A keybocud was a piano. 

Memory was something that you tost with age. 

A CD was a bank account. 

And ^you had a 3 1/2 "floppy, you hoped nobody found out. 
Compress wvu something you did to the garbage. 

Not something you did to a file. 

And rf you untdpped anything in public, you ’d be in jail far a 
wfule. 

Log on Hos adding wood to the fire. 

Hard drive hot a long trip on the road 
A mouse pad was where a mouse lived. 

And a backup iutppened to your commode. 

Cut you did with a pocket knife. 

Paste you did with glue. 

A web was a spider's home. 

And a virus w*os the flu. 

I guess I’ll stick to my pad and paper. 

And the memory in my head. 

I hear nobody i been killed in a computer crash. 

But when it happens they wish they were d^nA. 

Thsifiks to Nayla K. for e-mailing the above “poem.** V/t don't 
know who wrote it, it was just sent to a group of Mends. 
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Returning to Jordan in various arenas 


Staying on in Amman until Saturday fallowing his partic- 
ipation in the conference last week on Arab Oil and 
Diplomacy, is renown French writer Eric Rouleau. The 
former chief editor of Le Monde, is touching base with his 
Jordanian associates in officiaidom, academia and the 
press. In his earlier career he was Le Monde 's chief Mid- 
dle East correspondent. Fluent in Arabic, Mr. Rouleau 
has always been sympathetic to the Arab World. Back in 
Jordan, the news-stand realities were an eye opener far 
Mr. Rouleau who was teaming of the success of new 
dailies, the trials and tribulations of some weeklies and 
the changes in the face and format of the press. 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS: While the wait continues em 
the naming of a secretary general for the Ministry of 
Tourism, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has promoted 
Nabih Shukum to the same post. Mr. Shidcum. a farmer 
director of His Majesty King Hussein's Royal Protocol, 
has held the rank of ambassador for the past six years. 
He was most recently head of research at the foreign min- 
istry. Another appointment last week was that of Moham- 
mad Daoudieh. a former minister of youth, deputy and 
advisor to the Royal Court. Mr. Daoudieh was appointed 
ambassador at the foreign ministry. Meanwhile, candi- 
dates for secretary general at the Ministry of Tourism are 
said to be rising in number. At last count, they were nine. 
The heat is on. 


RE-OPENED: A fter a fi ve-year hiatus the Republic of 
the Philippines re-opened its embassy in Jordan. The 
embassy in Amman as well as some other embassies 
around the world were closed in 1993 by the Philippines 
Foreign Ministry because of financial constraints. Since 
then, however. Manila has been working on reopening 
several missions. Jordan was selected this year because 
the Kingdom is considered one of the most important 
bilateral partners of the Philippines in the Middle East 
and its role in the peace process is viewed by Manila as 
key. Naturally, the large presence of Filipino workers in 
Jordan also weighed significantly in the decision to 
reopen. Ambass^or Ruperto M. Dizon, who presented 
his credentials to His Majesty King Hussein earlier this 


King stresses that objectives 
of peace process will prevail 


(Coottnued from page 1) 

by the High Court of 
Justice. 

Tight press regulations, 
the elections law. and 
normalisation of ties 
with Israel were at the 
centre of a severe crisis 
between Che government 
and the opposition. 

The King broke a six- 
month deadlock in rela- 
tions between the two 
sides by making a sur- 
prise visit on Monday to 
the Union of Profession- 
al Associations Com- 
plex, the headquarters of 
the opposition for more 
than three decades. 

Describing his meeting 
with the leaders of the 13 
unions as the opening of 
a new bright page" of 
cooperation and under- 
standing, the King 
ordered the release of 
outspoken opposition 
figure Leith Shbeilat, a 
self-styled Islamist 
jailed for allegedly insti- 
gating the pro-Iraq 
Ma*an riots in February. 

After his address yes- 
terday, the King ordered 
the release of all other 
prisoners arrested in 
connection with the 
Ma'an riots. 

“As to the demonstra- 
tions, 1 realise the feel- 
ings of our people and 
more than any one else 
feel disturbed after hav- 
ing gone through frustra- 
tion and so many set- 
backs. 

**But we should not 
lose hope and... in 
expressing our feelings 
we should follow a 
civilised pattern if we 
really want to help... in 
ways that benefit the 
people. But chaos and 
rioting achieve nothing.” 


“We hope that we are 
now starting a new 
phase, and we will 
achieve security, stabili- 
ty and tranquifUty.” the 
lung said. 

Addressing the needs 
of the judicial system, 
the King said: “There 
has been a great deal of 
negligence for a long 
time, whether in the 
preparation of young 
people or in sending 
them on scholarships or 
out to the world in order 
chat they can discover 
what the new trends are, 
or qualifying them so 
that they can shoulder 
their responsibilities in 
the best possible man- 
ner.” 

The King called on the 
government to engage in 
a direct dialogue, “not 
only through correspon- 
dents, but through fol- 
lowups. contacts, and 
research," widi the 
opposition and the pro- 
fessional unions. 

On the other hand, the 
King asked the 80,000- 
strong unions to “offer 
professional services to 
raise the standards of the 
professions in the full 
sense of the word.” 
Democracy, he said, is 
still passing through a 
phase in which political 
parties are not yet devel- 
oped and crystallised. 
The King noted that the 
transition from a tribal 
political environment, 
where deputies are elect- 
ed according to family 
affiliations, to an 
advanced multi-pa^ 
democracy, in which 
deputies are elected for 
their party’s political 
platform, "'might take 20 
years.” 

The King also urged 


the .executive and leg- 
islative authorities ' to 
take into consideration 
all aspects of Jordan’s 
internal problems. 

“If we consider unem- 
ployment. for instance, 
we should ask what its 
causes are. Has it only 

f oe to do with noa-Jor- 
anians working here? 
Aren't there any serious 
decisions that should be 
taken at the educaUon 
level to bridge certain 
gaps?" the King asked. 

'Thank God. the infra- 
structure is good and it is 
available everywhere, 
but still everyone of us 
should keep his/her eyes 
open, continuously. 

Tn most cases, most of 
the decisions are carried 
out, but sometimes 
either me, or my brother. 
Prince Hassan. or the 
prime minister, or other 
people, find that certain 
matters have been 
neglected or delayed," 
the King said. 

‘Iraq embargo 
should be lifted' 


King Hussein said the 
U.PT sanctions on Iraq 
would never lead to the 
downfall of the Iraqi 
leadership. 

‘The embargo on Iraq 
should be Imed,” the 
King reiterated. 

“if anybody believes 
that Iraq will be forced 
to midee changes, this is 
nonsense and unjustified 
talk, because the people 
who are allowed to Hve, 
eat and drink and find 
medication, are the peo- 
ple who can take the 
decision by themselves 
and who can reorganise 
their life and avert ruture 


disasters," 

The King stressed Jor- 
dan's continuous efforts 
to ease the suffering of 
the Iraqi people, crushed 
by eight years of crip- 
pling sanctions. 

The King reiterated bis 
“desire" for a direct dia- 
logue between Washing- 
ton and Baghdad. 

“If the two sides could 
discuss relations 

between them in Geneva 
before [the 1990-1991 
Gulf] war. why cao't 
they now speak to one 
another, present their 
terms and their condi- 
tions, and speak about 
their fears of mass- 
destruction weaponsT* 

On inter-Arab rela- 
tions, Che King said 
“there is nothing that 
prevents our relations 
with Syria from being 
normal." 

The King stressed the 
crucial role played by 
the Hashemites and Jor- 
dan, and pointed out that 
there has been a trend 
among politicians and 
historians in other Arab 
countries to claim credit 
for the achievements of 
Che Hashemite family 
and Jordan. 

The King was referring 
to recent “imaginative 
and inaccurate” pro- 
grammes broadcast by 
satellite stations on the 
occasion of the SOth 
anniversary of the 
“Nakbeh” [catastrophe] 
the 1948 war that led 
to the creation of the 
state of Israel on parts of 
British-mandate Pales- 


Israel orders renovation at A1 Aqsa stopped 


(Continued from page 1) 

several hundred wor- 
shipers. 

On Wednesday, 

reporters were barred 
from entering the vault 
locked by an iron gate. 
Construction workers 
had been sent home, but 
were expected to return 
soon, said Isam Awad, 
the chief engineer of the 


mosque. 

Mohammad Nusseibeh. 
the acting head of the 
Higher Islamic Council, 
said Israel had no right to 
order the work stopped. 

The issue of who is in 
charge has never been 
made entirely clear. After 
Israel occupied the area 
in the 1967 Mideast war, 
Muslim onicials retained 
a large degree of autono- 


my in administering the 
holy sites. 

Last year, Israeli offi- 
cials tried in vain to stop 
the renovation of another 
underground vault, 
known as Solomon's Sta- 
bles, that is now being 
used as a mosque. 

Israeli ofHcials appar- 
ently feared at the time 
they might trigger wide- 
spread riots if they used 


force to stop the con- 
struction. 

Israeli Public Security 
Minister Avigdor Kaha- 
lani said Wednesday that 
Israel would not back 
down this time. “A 
change in the status of 
the Temple Mount is not 
allowed by either side," 
be said. 


month, is career diplomat He has served in South Amer- 
ica. and the United States. His most recent post was as 
director far South American Affairs in the Office of Amer- 
ican Aj^/rs in Manila. Mr. Dizon arrived in Amman with 
his wife Erlinda. The couple have three children at school 
in the U.S. Mrs. Dizpn is abroad visiting them now and 
will return to Amman in July. While ^ embassy was 
closed, diplomatic activity came under the jurisdiction of, 
first the Philippines emb^sy in Tel Aviv mid later Bagh- 
dad. The full mission in Amman comprises politicaL con- 
sular, tre^ and economics, and cultural sections. The 
endmssy is temporarily housed in the Amra Hotel. A new 
site has been selected, but finalisation of the lease is still 
forthcoming. 


IN DROVES: Ambassador Merry Wickes is known not 
to stand on too much formality, and at the same time she 
is conscious of the various dos and don of her host soci- 
ety. That is probably why her receptions are some of the 
most frequented by her long list of VIP guests, associates 
and friends. Thus it was last Thursday evening that her 
residence was a fidl house, indoors and outdoors, of peo- 
ple coming to congratulate her on her marking of Aus- 
tralia ^ National Day. The country 's national day actual- 
ly felt during the month of Ranuxdan, and Ambassador 
Wickes opted to postpone the celebration until a more 
appropriate rime. 


FIRST-HAND LOOK: The folks at the British 

Department far Interruztional Development were exercis- 
ing some newly acquired autonomy, now that the Labour 
Party is in power. TTieir permanerit secretary, John Verek- 
en was here in Jordan last week with some of his staff to 
check on the progress of various projects being imple- 
mented in the Kingdom. With the department no longer 
tied strictly to the British Foreign Office, its administra- 
tors are going about their business with more flexibility. 
The last time Mr. Vereker was in the region was more than 
30 years ago just following the June 67 war. He was on 
holiday from his studies and pick the Middle East as his 
destination. During last week's visit. Mr. Vereker was 
able to meet with several of his Jordanian and mrerTta- 


tional NGO partners and casociates at a reception hosted 
in his honour by British Ambassador Christopher Bmtis- 
combe last Thursday. Among those attending were Noor 
Al Hussein Foundation Director Dr. Sima Bakous and 
UNIFEM Director Dr. Haifa Abu Ghazaleh. 


CONCERNED: Environmental awareness preoccu- 
pied the 7th graders at the American Commumty School 
{hiring t^ir recent observance of Earth Week. So much 
so in fact, that each of the 29 students wrote a letter to the 
e£tor of the Jordan Times, with Just a little prompting 
Jmm their language arts instructor Joyce Qassim. The 
theme irinnhig through every letter was that these students 
love and appreciate Jordan, but are disturbed and con- 
cerned about the amount cf pollution taking its toll on the 
country. They were particularly piqued by litter and the 
lack cf responsibility among motorists who dunk nothing 
cf tossing their trash out their vehicle windows. The stu- 
dents c^ed far more environmental legislation, more 
public trash bins, and increased awareness programmes. 
As we are unable to publish all the students ’ letters, we 
herein acknowledge the signettories: 

Ali Hussein, Anm Zakami, Ayelet Radnitz, Catherine 
Manners, Desta HaiU, Diana Al Daoud, Dina Mibdadi, 
Eric Young. Jagjit Singh, Jenna Prust, Jihan Kliebo, Ken 
Miller, Undsay Uteke, Majid Shabou, Megan Bartlett, 
Mohammad Taha, Mohammad Asri Besar, Muna Shoman. 
Nader Momani, Nadine Shakuan, Najwa Kandil, Natasha 
Al Mifleh, Nijma Odeh, Noor Abulzahab, Uvinie Het- 
tiaratchy, }^ttoria Reimers, Woong-Gi Han. Yoo-MUi 
Hong, Zaid and NabU Abdul Fattah. 


CARRY ON: The Jordanian-Britisk Society elected its 
new board for the next two years. The members are: 
Tariq Suheimat, president: Ziyad Murad, secretary gen- 
eral; Nabih Azzam, treasurer; and Rateb LawzL Zuhair 
Shaker, Skafiq Jumean, Awad Khalidi, Abdul Hadi Majali, 
Mohammad Imam, Dr. HishamAbu Hasan, and Dr. Sa'eb 
HammoudeK British Ambassador Battiscombe is the soci- 
ety’s permanent vice president. 

Jennifer Hanutmeh 


Syria favours a conference to ‘save the peace process’ 


DAMASCUS (AFP) ■— Syria said Wednesday that a 
Franco-Egyptian proposal to organise a “conference of 
countries determined to save the peace process” would 
help bring peace to the Middle 

“To join all the efforts through an enlarged confer- 
ence. which would dot the ‘i's, affirm the peace princi- 
ples. and expose the policy of sabotage followed by 
[Israeli Prime Minister] Benyamin Netanyahu, would 
put pressure on the Israeli goveramenu" 5^a*s official 
daily Tishrin wrote. 

“Such a conference could show the Israelis them- 
selves that their government is dragging them into an 
impasse." the newspaper added. 

According to 11511x1]), '‘the American leaders are 
avoiding entering into a direct conflict with Israel 
because they take seriously the threats of Netanyahu 


and the Zionist lobby.” 

*Tn Europe the situation is different," the daily wrote, 
adding that “European leaders are conscious of the 
results of the deadlock in the peace process." 

French Prime Minister Lionel Jospin raised the idea of 
a conference to save the Middle East peace process fol- 
lowmjg talks with Egyptian President Hospi Mubarak in 
I^s Thesday. 

Mr. Mubar^ bad called for greater intemational pres- 
sure on Israel to fulfil its commitments to the Palestini- 
ans. 

Israel has strongly resisted any enhanced role for the 
European Union in the U.S.- and Russian-sponsored 
peace process, saying that the EU is biased against it. 


U.S.: day is not far before going public on 
reasons behind failure of peace proposals 


(Continued from page 1) 

made adviser, Uzi Arad, 
said sanctions would vio- 
late Israeii-Palestiman 
economic accords signed 
in Paris in 1994. 

The European Commis- 
sion has said Israel is 
guilty of “massive fraud" 
by giving products made 
in the settlemems. located 
in occupied territories not 
racognised as part of 
Israel, a “Made in Israel" 
label which wins them 
tariff reductions into 
Europe, 

Israeli anger at Europe 
was increased by a French 
proposal to bold a confer- 
ence of “nations who seek 
to save peace,” from 
which Paris wants to 
exclude Israel, the Israeli 
press said. 

“Holding such a confer- 


ence without the con- 
cerned parties obviously 
aims to pressure Israel," a 
senior official told the 
daily Haaretz. 

“It is impossible to con- 
voke a conference of 
countries determined to 
save the peace process 
with the participation of 
Mr. Netanyahu," French 
Foreign Minister Hubert 
Vedrine told the daily 
Haaretz. 

That's why the confer- 
ence needs to be envis- 
aged as taking place in 
two stages,” be said, with 
the Israelis and Palestini- 
ans only participatuig at a 
later stage. 

French Prime Minister 
Lionel Jospin raised Ae 
idea of a conference to 
save the Middle East 
peace process following 
talks with Egyptian Presi- 


dent Hosni Mubarak in 
Paris 'Uiesday. 

“France and Egypt can- 
not stand by and see this 
deterioration, to let this 
impending catastrophe 
happen,” Mr. Jospin said. 

lia a final indignity, the 
government of Singapore 
tunied down an Israeli 
proposal for a visit by Mr. 
Netanyahu to the city- 
state. 

Singapore officials said 
tbat if Mr. Netanyahu 
came they would be 
forced to criticise his poli- 
cies in the peace process 
and the result would *Yun 
tile risk of damaging rela- 
tions” between the two 
countries, tiie Maariv 
said^ 

In Tel Aviv, several 
Israeli ministers 

expressed concern during 
a cabinet meeting 


Wednesday about the way 
Mr. Netanyahu is con- 


ducting 

business, 

said. 

Israeli 

structure 


the couDhy’s 
Israeli radio 


Israeli National Infra- 
structure Minister Ariel 
Sharon and Tourism Min- 
ister Moshe Katzav com- 
plained that no cabinet 
debate had been held on 
Mr. Netanyahu’s trip to 
the United States and 
other efforts to re-launch 
the peace process. 

Israeli Science Minister 
Michael Eytan warned 
tbat a serious crisis could 
erupt in U.S.-lsraeli rela- 
tions, the radio said. 

The cabinet wound up 
its session without mak- 
ing any decisions, it 
added. 


Shbeilat insists on appeal 


(Conthmed from page 1) 

Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, on Wednesday tbat 
he did not ask anyone to 
vie for him to stop “my 
national activity,” and 
added that “I have never 
previously asked anyone 
to pardon me on claimed 
crimes which 1 do not 
admit to committing, 
where 1. if there were 
men, [would be] exercis- 
ing my protected consti- 
tutiond rights.'’ 

Mr. Shbeilat said an 
amnesty involving him 
would violate the consti- 
tution since the verdict 
against faim was not final 
because be was still 
appealing to the Court of 
Cassation. 

“But since this has 


already happened, and in 
order not to embarrass 
who issued the decision 
by issuing unpleasant 
statements on this unre- 
quested pardon, I will 
refrain from exploding 
the news of my rejection 
• of the Royal pardon on 
one condition only... the 
execution of the Royal 
decree issued Nov. 12 to 
pardon all who spent rea- 
sonable time in jail, and 
those who do not pose a 
security threat., as in the 
Royal letter sent to [ex- 
Prime Minister Abdel 
Karim] Kabariti... the 
content of the letter was 
not executed.” 

His pardon was made 
complicated because the 
verdict by the State Secu- 
rity Coun is not final 


since it is contestable at 
the Court of Cassation. 

Acting Information 
Minister Nasser Law^ 
said on Tuesday tbat the 
court’s verdict was not 
final, and that “if Mr. 
Shheilat’s lawyers decide 
not to appeal, the verdict 
will be final and Afr. 
Shbeilat will be subject 
to the King's pardon. But 
if the lawyers decide to 
appeal, then the Court of 
Cassation can either 
endorse the State Securi- 
ty Court’s verdict or 
acquit him.” 

Mr. Shbeilat has 
ali^dy been pardoned 
twice by King Hussein in 
1992 and 1996, after 
being convicted by the 
State Security Court of 
treason and lese majeste. 


Mr. Shbeilat, 56, was 
convicted by the State 
Court of inciting riots 
and ordered his immedi- 
ate imprisonment. He 
was released on a JD 
2,000 bail in April after 
spending almost eight 
weeks in detention. 

Mr. Shbeilat, the former 
president of the Engi- 
neers Association, was 
detained by the anthori- 
ties while on his way 
back to Amman on Feb. 
20, after delivering a ser- 
mon at Ma'an’s main 
mosque a day before pro- 
Iraqi unrest broke out in 
the southern town. 

One Jordanian was 
killed and over .20 were 
injured in the riots that 
rocked the town. 
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U.N. : Palestinian unemployment 
dips, but living standards fall 
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GAZA CITY fAFP) — 
Palestinian employment 
improved in 1997, but eco- 
nomic growth slowed and 
standards of living fell, the 
United Nations said in a 
report released Wednesday. 

Unemployment in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
including “discourag^ 
workers” fell from 32 per 
cent In 1996 to 30 per cent 
in 1997. due in large part to 
a 14 per cent increase in the 
number of Palestinians 


working in Israel, said the 

report. 

But the average daily 
wage fell by 7.5 per cent to 
SIS.9 a day. said the report, 
prepared by the U.N.’s spe- 
cial coordinator in the 
occupied territories. 

Gross nadonal product 
grew by three per cent but 
gross domestic product. 
Which excludes income 
from abroad, grew by one 
per cent "despite more opti- 
mistic projections.” 


But since the population 
grew by 4.5 per cent “aver- 
age per capita income in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
w^ further reduced in 
1997,” the report said. 

Standards of living also 
continued to decrease with 
a 9.4 cent decline 
decrease in monthly house- 
hold expendinires, it said. 

Private investment con- 
tributed to growth, with a 
15 per cent increase in the 
number of new companies 


registered, a 10 per cent 
increase in construction 
activity and a two per cent 
increase in trade flows. 

Average bank lending to 
the private sector grew 59 
per cent to S548 million. 

One in five work days 
were lost during the year 
due to complete Israeli clo- 
sures of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip — down from 
29 per cent of work days in 
1996 — causing direct loss- 
es of $228 million. 


Majali seeks economic ties with PNA 
equal to advanced political level 


By Mahmoud Masharqa 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Ziyad 
Majali. the head of Jor- 
dan's Representation 
Office in the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) 
self-rule areas. Wednes- 
day called for enhancing 
economic cooperation 
between Jordan and the 
PNA to reach the same 
advanced level of political 
ties between the two 
sides. 

•'To achieve this objec- 
tive, we face some obsta- 
cles emanating from the 


nature of ±e economic 
agreements between the 
Palestinians and the 
Israelis. These agreements 
should be revised every 
six months in accordance 
with the Paris trade proto- 
col,” Mr. Majali said. 

He added that Jordan 
and the PNA are now 
exerting efforts to over- 
come the obstacles such 
as increasing the 
exchange of goods 
between them. “These 
efforts include developing 
bilateral relations from 
time to time to cope with 
the latest de\telopments.” 


he indicated. 

Mr. Majali said the joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian 
economic committee 
meeting will be held soon. 

“This meeting will be 
followed by another one 
for the ministers of trade 
and industry of Jordan, 
PNA and Israel.*' said Mr. 
Majali. 

In reply to a question on 
the difficulties facing the 
exchange of goods 
between Jordan and the 
PNA, Mr. Majali said:” 
They are numerous such 
as the issue of transporta- 
tion of goods and the 


Israeli technical and secu- 
rity measures which result 
in damaging these goods 
as well as the list of goods 
exchanged.” 

Mr. Majali revealed that 
Jordan and Israel have 
recently reached an agree- 
ment on the door-to-door 
transportation of cement. 

He added that Jordan 
will discuss in the trilater- 
al meeting means of 
developing this agreement 
to cover all goods 
exchanged between Jor- 
dan and the PNA. 


Jordan Public Payphones Services Co. (JPP) 
main participant in ^TUrkish Days in Jordan’ 


JORDAN PUBLIC Payphones Services Co. (JH*) was registered at 
the Ministry of Trade on June 6. 1997 and commenced its ofBdal 
operation on Ocu^r, 1997. JPP is a partnership between a Jot- 
danian company. Alpha IntemadonaL and a Turkish company, 
Rumeli Telkom, a member of the Rumeli Group of coo^sanies. 
Rumeli Telecom is involved in a number of telecommunication pro- 
jecui in various countries including Turkey. Northern Cyprtis, Azer- 
I baijon and most recently JordaiL 

Alpay Ozceviz, general manager of JPP. stated that the cong»ny 
aims to provide high quality telecommunication services to tiie Jor- 
danian consumer at competitive rates. Eventually, the company 
aiint> to iiislall one pay phone per 500 inhabitants. Funhermore, JPP 
utilises advanced systems and equipment which wiU enhance the 
lewl of service to ite public. In an effort to participate and encour- 
uge local bu.«iinesses, JPP has awarded JAMCO (a leading Jordan- 
ian Aluminium ManufacturingCo.) the contract for Manufacturing 
all its phone booths. 

JPP utilises smart card systems for its payphones (JAIB). JAIB is 
sold in three denominations JD2, JD5 and JD9. 

JPP offers Jordanian companies a new media lor advertising: Sides 
of the booth, on the screens of the phones and on the JAIB card. 


OAPEC: Arab crude 
oil reserves total 
643 billion barrels 
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DAMASCUS (AFP) 
— Arab crude oil 
reserves total some 
643 billion barrels, 
making up nearly two 
thirds of all the 
world’s reserves, the 
Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting 
, Countries ((DAPEC) 
said. 

According to 

OAPEC figures, the 
Arab countries' 

reserves stood at 643 
billion barrels at the 
end of last year. At 
that same time, world- 
wide oil reserves 
reached 1.03 trillion 
barrels. 

Saudi Arabia holds 
most of the Arab crude 
oil reserves, with 
261.5 billion barrels. 


followed by Iraq at 
112.5 billion barrels. 


112.5 billion barrels. 
Next come the Unit- 


ed Arab Emirates 
(UAE). with 98.1 bil- 
lion barrels, Kuwait, 
with 96.5 billion, 
Libya, with 45 billion, 
and Algeria, with 10 
billion. 

Other Arab countries 
hold less than six bil- 
lion barrels' ' ' in 
reserves. They include 
Oman, with 5.2 bil- 
lion, Yemen, with four 
billion, Qatar and 
Egypt, with three bil- 
lion each. Syria, with 
2.5 billion, Tunisia 
and Sudan, with 300 
million each. and 
Bahrain, with 200 mil- 
lion. 

The OAPEC com- 
prises ten countries: 
Algeria. Bahrain. 
Egypt. Iraq. Kuwait. 
Libya. Qatar. Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, and the 
UAE. 


. ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) It's a wondei^l 
evening for romance, although there’s a little confusion 
later. Something doesn't turn out quite the way you 
planned it. and the problem seems to be fuiaocial. Keep 
your credit cards and your cash in different pockets, so 
if you lose one. you've still got the other. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Somebody’s nagging 
you. You want to run, but that’s not your style. Your 
style is to stand there and take it. That’s why others feel 
free to tell you what's on their minds. Your only prob- 
lem is that you don't often tell them back. Today, go 
ahead. 

GE\QNI: (May 21 to June 21) Meet with friends dur- 
ing the day and figure out what to do next. Everybody 
wants to do something significanL They look to you for 
creative ideas, and you're fnll of them. AH in this 
looks like a marvellous day for everybody concerned. 
Have fun. and help others. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) There may be another 
opportunity for you to say what's on your mind, and 
you’re wondering if you should. Actually, that’s good. 
That wondering helps you keep in control of the situa- 
tion. Go ahead and choose your words carefully, but do 
let some of them out. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) If you’re going to start 
new projects, take care. They'll turn out well eventual- 
ly. but there are a couple of snags in the way frrsL Look 
at them as problems to be solved, and they won't be so 
threatening. Just don't try to do everything all by your- 
self. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) A sweetheart or 
loved one might want to spend more than you think is 
appropriate. Don't be dismayed or dissuaded, even if he 
or she throws a fit. You're the one who has been called 
on to act as the expert in this situation, remember? 
Don't forget that. Be firm. 

LIBRA; (September 23 to October 22) You feel like 
going places and doing thing s. You want to climb out of 
your rut. And, a very attractive somebody makes it even 
worse with radicd suggestions. If you’re not careful 
you'll run off and do one of them. Oh, well. If you must, 
you must 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Nov'ember 21) There are 
emergencies popping up left and right Luckily, you 
work well under pressure. You love excitement the 
more dangerous the better. If you think of your frustra- 
tion in terms of a battle to be fought and won, you’ll 
make it a lot more fiin for yourself. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) If 
you’re not already in love, it could certainly happen 
before this day is over. If you are. or if you have a good 
prospect picked out be with that person as much as pos- 
sible. No flirting on the job, though. Set up something 
for later and then enjoy yourself fully in an appropriate 
setting. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Discuss 
improvements you've been thinking about making to 
your place with your sweetheart or partner- Having an 
objective that's bigger than both- of you is great for a 
relationship. That's true even if you're just dating, by ' 
the way.- 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You're very 
inieiligent. but today you'll be even smarter than usual. 
That's good, because you'll have a puzzle to solve 
tonight. This could turn out to be an advantage. You'll 
look so good fixing this thing that you'll gain stature in 
the eyes of someone you admire. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You've got lots to 
do. and might be concerned about time and money. You 
don't have the time to figure out how much money you 
have, however. Hopefully, you've already done that If 
not, perhaps you can get a loved one to do It for you. It's 
wortii a try. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Yom- 
faster than lightning, mentally and physically. 
the answer before most people have figured 
question. You’ll also have more patience titan 
think things over carefully, act quickly and saripp^ 
beyond your wildest dreams. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You have to 
thing yon already said you would. It’s 
expensive, and you’re going to have to pay forit 
can't think of anything that fits this descriptioiii;!^^ 
through your stack of bills. There’s something in 

that's coming due. - . 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You are hot 
magnificent You've made a decision and it lodes 
lous on you- You’re strong and decisive and powti^^ 
and bett^ looking than you have been in days, 
great You’re atiractiDg a lot of attention, too. Getnose^. . 

toit! . -rv 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Finish old projeefe, 
clear up misunderstantUngs and tidy tiungs up. botitria ' 
your outside environment and in your imaginaticxkjf 
looks like this involves somebody who outranlcs-yoitr^ 
Don't worry about it go ahead and get somethis^ 
your chest You’ll feel lighter. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You are a builder and a 
creator, of course, but you like to be doing pretty muc£ 
the same thing year after year. In other words, you’re 
predictable. Now others are pushing you to try new 
things. Might as well give it a try. They probably know 
what they're rallring about 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You may have to. 
deal with other people's money. It could be your own 
household account or money you’re managing for 
somebody else. This is tiie area in which you excel 
That’s why so many people want you to handle their 
finances for thenL Use those skills today to calm a i^- 


vous person. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) If you can take 
off on a trip around the world, do it! If you can’t, don’t 
feel too miserable. You can quell some of tbe longing by 
watching an action-packed ^venture video set in a for- • 
eign locale. It’s not the same, of course, but it’s better 

than nothing. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) A co-work- 
er can't seem to make up his or her mind about what to 
do next Don't let somebody else’s emergency flnster 
you, especially if it’s not your fault. You might be able 
to settle this person down, though, and that would be 
helpful to all concerned. 

SAGITIARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
There’s probably a passionate romance going on in your 
life. If not it should be easy to get one started. You’re 
facing a challenge, but not to wony. coaching 
from a wise professional advisor, you can handle any 
problems tiiat pop up, quite easily. 

CAPRICORN: (Dumber 22 to Janna^ 20) You're 
exceptionally cute right now, and attractive to others. 
That's partially because you’re so smart and partially 
because you're so kind. Some people think of Capri- 
corns as standoffish/ but it's more like you're shy. 
Today, that shyness will be quite appealing. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You're find- 
ing it easier to be uninhibited. You may not have 
thought of yourself as particularly loose, but you've 
been known to get that way. You’re OK with friends, but 
sometimes you get tongue-tied in an intimate relation- 
ship. Try it again tonight It should be easier. 

PISCES: (Febniap' 20 to March 20) The time for plan- 
ning and fantasising is done. It's time for action. No 
time to sit back and ponder. You’re go ing to be literally 
creating whatever you want. It's been said that life is 
just one act of creation after another, and that’s certain- 
ly going to be the case today. 


Birthstone of May: Emerald — Citrine 


Birthstone of May: Emerald — Qtrine 


THE Daily Crossword EiSted by Wayne Robert Wiliams 


ACROSS 
1 Road safety 
grp. 

5 Manipulated 
9 1990 U.S Open 
wnner Hale 
14 Height pref. 

19 Stout's Wolfe 

16 P2uis watenway 

17 Ring 

19 Group of eight 

20 James Rumeli 
or Amy 

21 Make merry 

23 Galactic time 
period 

24 Antelope of the 
Himalayas 

26 Walk l^urely 
30 Ring 

33 John Jacob 

36 Unlawful 
activity 

37 Commercials, 
in brief 

3S Carefree spree 
39 Handmade 

weapons 

I 40 Fencer's sword 
! 41 Land in the 
S^ne 

42 _^)n-Trent 

43 Perfect places 

44 Ring 

47 Ultimate 
purpose 

48 Spanish Mrs. 

49 "Nova” network 
52 Purple shade 
55 J.F. Kenned/s 

vessel 

67 Gin and _ 

60 Ring 

62 Badebone 

63 Inkling 

64 Ireland 

65 Lost color 

66 Represent 

67 Stln^ insect 


TMSPuzzleeOaoLcom 
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'My brother paid $1 ,000 for his watch- 
big de^! I paid $15,000 for my clock 
and It came with four wheels 
and an engine!” 


By Robert Zbrnnerman 
5m Diego, CA 


DOWN 

1 Syrup source 

2 Sneeze sound 

3 Engulf 

4 Accomplished 

5 Remove 
stoppages 

6 Body of water 

7 First name in 
mysteries 


B Curvaceous 
aide 

9 Chemical 
element form 

10 Slq» 
badeward 

11 Comic 
commentator 

12 Chemical suffix 

13 Rnal profit 
1S Bigfish 

composer 
22 Components of 
everything 

25 Boat holder 
27 Hang in loose 

folds-- . 

26 Carrying a 
buitim 

29 Snaking curves 

30 Chinese cooker 

31 Actress Slezak 

32 Metal festenere 

33 Lavin slt-com 

34 Beauty 
business 

35 Prevailing force 

39 Unmoving 

40 Ames and 
Asner 


C3DOCI BOQElCa SIDQII] 
DE3I1E3 [!□[□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□□DQQQDIDDlQIi] 
QDlul E3DE3Q DDSQD 
BnBDSQQ 
□BBQDEi BQQliQ 

□□□ms □□□□ Dcsa 
QDQESaBDSIiSQQIiDQ 
Qiao □moD iiEiQnB 
SEIEISCI □□□DDES 
□□□□□DS CIBIID 
□QEIliC] E3DQS BDD 
□SQDQQSDCHllDnDDS 

csaiHD BDicinis oiiiqb 

SQBCl BBDEIQ iSSSQ 


4S Cut and pasted 
together 

43 Muse of poetry 

45 containing eaft 

46 Founding 

49 Speakers 
platfbrms 

50 Max and Buddy 

51 Throat pidb. 


53 Actor Itonlrofi 

54 Surrender 
fdmally 

ssiboted 

57 Redpe meas. 

58 wwn ration- 
book group 

59 Nary a one 
61 Tndy 



Now arrange the drdad WMS to 
formthesuipflsa «is w w ,assiig- 
9SsM by the above cartoerl. 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


High-income households to be excluded 
from receiving cash subsidies for bread 


” THE MINISTRY of Finance has 
decided to eiiclude high-income house- 
holds from the list of beneficiaries from 
the bread subsidy. The exclusion of those 
who earn more than SOO per month comes 
within the efforts being exerted to channel 
the subsidy to low-income households 
who deserve it 

This decision follows the streamlining 
of the system to distribute the subsidies 
for rice, sugar, milk and bread by the 
Minisny of Finance which started this 
year to disburse the cash subsidies, 
besides that for bread, instead of the 
Ministry of Supply. 

Government sources indicated that the 
exclusion of high-income households 
from receiving dhe bread subsidy was 
found necessary after an indepth study 
revealed that it is not possible to pay such 
a subsidy to those who earn more than 
JD500 a month. This measure goes in line 


widi those who were also excluded from 
receiving cash subsidies for rice, sugar 
and milk. 

The govemment has been paying each 
person JD1.280 in cash subsidy for 
and 720 fils for the other basic foodstuffs 
amooth. Those payments cost the govern- 
ment last year a total of around JD77 mil- 
lion out of which JD44 million were for 
subsidising bread. 

Although no InforTnadon could be 
detained about tbe number of the people 
who were excluded firom receiving the 
bread subsidy, preliminary estimated indi- 
cate that more than 500,000 persons are 
excluded from getting food subsidies. 

According to some sources, the 
Ministry of Fmance is currently preparing 
an evaluation study to the streamliamg 
process to identify ±e extent of success 
and ^ methods that can contribute to 
better implementation (A1 Aswaq). 


United Engineering Industries minimises loss 
after cutting production costs, other expenses 


** THE UNITED Engineering Industries 
Corp. recorded a JD676.300 gross profit 
last year compared to JD635,200 in 1996 
but the four per cent increase was not 
enough to talte the fiim out of the red. 
Board chairman Awni Ukkeh told the 
general assembly that despite reducing 
production costs and lowering adminis- 
trative and selling expenses the firm 
posted a JD414.300 loss compared to a 
JD753.300 loss in 1996. 


Mr. Ukkeh told the shareholders that 
due to weak local and outside markets, 
sales declined by 1 6 per cent from JD4.4 
million in 1996 to JD3.7 million in 1997. 
As to tbe frjture plan, the chairman 
stressed that the firm seeks to raise the 
utilisation of the available production 
capacity and to ioCTease cautious and 
careful sales locally and abroad (Al 
Aswaq). 
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Century Investment Group clarifies 
misunderstanding with workers over bonus 


By (%aiia Alnl 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A textile fac- 
t(xy run by Century 
Imtestment Group has set- 
tled a misuDikrstandlag 
with its 850 workers spaiked 
by a promise to gh« 
employees a one month 
bonus salaiy, a immager said 
Wednesday. 

Tbe finn, taking the cue 
firnn His Majesty King 
Hussein's decision to ^ant 
army, police and intelligence 
personnel a one month 
bonus salary, announced the 
move during a tour of its 
premises earlier this niontfa 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali. 

“However, because tbe 
som required for this grant 


was not earmarited in the 
coQ^sany's budget, we 
decided to divide it over a 
period which will hopefully 
not exceed two or three 
months,** Cenci^ Chairman 
^car Salah said in a state- 
ment responding to claims 
woricers in an article pub- 
lished by Al Rai A^ic 
daily newspaper that the 
firm has reversed its deci- 
sion to grant employees a 
bonus salary. 

Hie new^nper said that 
workers at the plant estab- 
lished at Iihid's Al Hassan 
Industrial Estate stopped 
work for two hours Satm^y 
and that the management 
threatened to refer them to 
court. 

‘‘These claims have sought 
to undennine the great suc- 


cess achieved by die group 
throughout tbe past two 
years,** said Mr. S^ab. 

The 850 workers at the 
textile factory produce 
600,000 pieces of men's and 
wmnen's undeigannents 
monthly for 2S clients such 
as Victoria's Secret, Gtq), 
Ralph Lauren, Structure and 
Banana Republic. 

Century Group, a public 
shareholding compare with 
an estimated equi^ value of 
$100 milli cM. employs 1,100 
ar its factories establish^ in 
Iris's Qualifying Industrial 
Zone (QI^ — aU on a 50/50 
partnership with . world 
multinatio^s. 

Mr. Salah said die group is 
woriting on increariog foe 
number of wmkers to 2,000 
by the end of this year. 


“Since foe establishment 
of Century Investment 
Group we strove to create a 
suitable industrial climate 
foat siqiports Jocte's ecmi- 
omy, provide job opportuni- 
ties for Jordaoiaiis as well as 
find means to export foe 
Jordanian product to 
America and European 
ooaikets,*' Mr. Salah said. 

He added foat in coopem- 
dmi with Che Ministry of 
S^al Development, the 
company agreed to provide 
100 new job opportunities in 
Century’s factories — man^ 
ufacturipg everyfoing from, 
women 'underwear and dairy 
products to textiles and elec- 
tronics. 

“Despite its leceot'ddwt in 
the mmket, Crnttory pro- 
vides its wQikdrs with ac- 


tional priyil^es such as 
social securify, free trans- 
portation, smne b^fo bene- 
fits as well as a healthy 
wmldng enviionmrat,** Mr. 
Salah said in the seatemrat 
Century Isvestiiient Group 
was belCl the designation 
of libid's sprawling A) 
Ha^ Industrial Escue to a 
QIZ which grants goods 
produced at foe zone free 
access to U.S. markets with- 
out any reciprocal benefits: 

. The QIZ agreement was 
signed between Jordan and 
Israel in the presence of U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright during 
foe Middle East and Nonb 
Africa (MENA) economic 
conference in Doha in 
November 


New strategy in attempts to sell China’s debt-ridden jfirms 


BEUING (AFP) — Qiinese 
leader sac chan ging tack as 
a t temp t s to sell d^-ladec 
state entarprises to fmdgnen 
founder, but expectations still 
r emain fmfealwtfic, analysts 
S^. 

“On foe surface, if you have 
one milljon dollars in debts, 
and you are loriqg five million 
a year, of course there will be 
DO buyers,'* said Gaiy CouU, 
rfiaifTnan and chief exeoaive 
of Qedt Lyonnais Securities 
Asia. 

'They need to do mere to 
they candidates in diape, jn 
order to attract {xivate etputy 


and investment,” Me CouU 
fcM Aget^ Ranee Bnesse on 
tte sidelines of a Beying con- 
femoce, at vrisefa the pfessmg 
need for rhtna m allow even 
more money-losing firms to go 
bankrupt became an oft- 
lepeated mantr a. 

Whether Chma can weed out 
sudi firms in the face of 
swelling unemployment 
wtndi ^ fueled social unrest, 
will determine foe economic 
growth rate of foe countty in 
the coming years. 

It is likely to aSset growth 
rates tliioi^xxit the legioo as 
weU. bankers warned. 


So for; however, iductance 
te put too maDy people on the 
street at once has 1^ provin- 
cial govemmems to se^ for- 
eign investors game to own a 
state enterprise fir as low ^ 12 
U.S. cents — altng with its 
debts, which can run into tens 
nf mininns of dfJIane. 

Even kxal officials letignins 
frmn quests for buyers either 
abroad or in foe wealthy 
coastal provinces, concede the 
number of takers has not been 
huge, 

“A relatively small numha- 
of state eoteqaises have been 
sold niirnghr* * Thang 


Guoguang, governor of 
Tiaonmg pEOvinoe, said in an 
interview. 

In Liaoamg, on die first 
cd a special tear aamed a sell- 
ing off 600 baidaiipt state 
entoptises for one yuan each 
(12 cents), only 12 sdd, 

armrrting to TCbfaua IIBWS 
agency. After that locai offi- 
^Js refused to gfve out fig- 
ures. 

Me Zhang said the province 
is DO longer focusing on sell- 
ing such firms OUttigb. 
Instead, it is eocoma^ng ftir- 
eign investors lo faiQr a ^ake, 
help improve management 
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and technology, and lun them 
more profitably. 

But this may be too opti- 
mistic, particularly as binders 
are soo^y discouraged from 
firing redinxl^ woiters. ana- 
lysts warned. 

T tinnk there are veiy unre- 
alistic expectations of ^ rc^ 
foreign investment can play in 
foe stateKJwned eaterprisesT 
said Nicholas Lardy, senior 
frilow at foe Broedtings 
Institute, a Washington-based 

think tanfe- 

"Many of foese firms not 
only haw negtfive carii flow, 
they are insdvem. hi the long 
term, more firms ^ need to 
close.’* be added. 

Another tadc atOhorities are 
taking is to tiy to bundle piof- 
haUe poBlioiis of a state enter- 
I prise ino a new entify. and list 
it on the Hong Kiong matket as 
an H-share to raise mcmey and 
Slay afloat But only the of 
state firms are supposed to list 

Chen Yaoxian. vice-chair- 
man of foe China Securities 
Ri^ulatory Commission, said 
said authorities wiD press 
ahead wnh plans for more 
I soie-owDcd enterprises to list 
I mHcngKoi^ this year, giving 
(hem priority over private 
firms whicb may be more 
prafilable. 

“Wiftin force years' time, 
state-owned enterprises 
(SOE's) must change their 
structure. So we have to solve 
this by giving Uaiitg prioiify 10 
flagship industries, Isge 
SC^s, and key indusnies.'' 
Mt Chen told a fosgnintled 
representative of a {xivate firm, 
who complained it was too 
hard fOTDOo-staie firms K) win 
tqiproval to list shares. 

Even when state enterprises 
ck> list shares, investors are not 
alw^ eagff to pour in money. 

Ian Beattie, a Lemdoo-based 
fund manager with 
Wbridmvest Ltd., said many of 
foe shares on offer were in 
“pretty tougb” sectOTS, such as 
textiles, pharmaceuticals, or 
steel 

“Also, I’m not keen on those 
that get cash (XI the stock 
exdwige and then simply go 
on a bitying spree in the H(^ 
K(^ property market for tro- 
phies,” be said. 

Mi: Beattie said he had 
attended a {aeseotation in 
London recently by foe mayor 
of Shenyang, the cqatal of 
Uaoniag. who touted opportu- 
nities to invest in state firms 
there. 

But The im{Hication seemed 
to.be, *yoo can buy foe whole 
cooqaity but you can't lay 
pet^ ofiT ” hfr: Beattie said. 

“Ybu can't expect foieigaeis 
to buy things and say ‘we’U 
never lay anyoite 00 ".” 
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Klinsmann and Matthaus bury the hatchet 


HELSINKI (AFP) — Bitter 
Carman rivals Jurgen Klinsmann 
and Lothar Matthaus promised to 
put their diiferences behind them on 
Tuesday and do their best to pro> 
mote team harmony ahead of next 
month's Worid Cup finals. 

Housed with the rest of the 
German squad at a training camp in 
Helsinki, the two men were called 
to the room of coach Berti Vogts on 
Monday evening for a face>to-face 
talk. 

In the past they have waged ugly 
verbal wars against each other in the 
press and freely admit they are not 
friends. 

Matthaus' recall to the national 
side after a 3 1/2-year absence has 
forced the pair to reconsider their 
fried. 

*i was happy with the atmosphere 


of the talk," Vogts said. “Both have 
achieved their greatest successes 
together, they were world champi- 
ons together (1990) and were also 
veiy successful in their shared times 
at Inter Milan and Bayern Munich." 

Klinsmann said the pair had 
vowed they would have no further 
rows. 

“In future we have proroised our- 
selves to discuss problems straight 
away. “ Klinsmann said. 'That way 
we have the basis for optimal co- 
opetation. There is no problem on 
my side about Lotbar's return to the 
national side. He has bad a fantastic 
season and deserves bis recall." 

Noted for his ofitra reckless com- 
ments to the press, there is great 
pressure on 37-year-old Maohaus to 
be on his best behaviour. 

“It’s not £d)out Jurgen or me. but 


about the whole of German foot> 
ball." he said diplomatically. 

'*What was in the past is now for- 
gotten. 1 have learnt from my mis- 
takes. I will accept every d^ision 
by the trainer. I want to fit in with 
the rest of the team." ' 

That will mean playing second 
fiddle to Olaf Thon if the Schalke 
defender returns to full timess in 
time after tearing ankle ligaments. 

Thon is Germany's designated 
libero in the absence of h^tiiias 
Sommer and Matthaus has been 
recalled as a form of insurance in 
case more experience in defence is 
needed. 

Matthaus will be competing in his 
fifth World Cup — a record. 

He has 122 caps to his name and 
will defltnitely add to that during 
the Helsinki training camp because 


of friendlies against Finland and 
Colooibia. 

Matthaus and the rest of the 
Bayern Munich players did not train 
with the test of the squad Monday, 
their first day away. They were lim- 
ited to jogging after Sunday's 
German Cup vi^oiy over Duisburg 
24 hours earlier. 

Matthaus is eager to make up for 
Germany's disai^intmeDt four 
years ago in the United States, when 
Bulgaria eliminated them in the 
quarter-finals. 

After such a prolonged absezice he 
is still gating used to the tiirill of 
representing his country again. 

'it was a bit stzange putting on all 
the national gear again“ tire Bayern 
libero smiled. '*But die o>lours suit 
me. 


Clemente 
has second 
chance for 
World Cup 


success 


PARIS (AFP) — Javier 
Clemente has aoodier chance 
to propel Spain, seeminngly 
always the bridesmaid never 
the bride, to their first Worid 
Cup title after years of inqxes- 
sive play but unimpressive 
results. 

Quarter-final spots ai both 
the last Worid Cup and the 
European chan^ooships 
could hardly be regarded as 
failures althou^ given the 
quality of the players at his 
disposal, more was expected 
by the fans back htxne. 

Clemente's Spain fell to 
Italy in the Unit^ States fbur 
years ago and to hosts 
England at Euro 96. In France 
next month they will be com- 
peting in dieir sixth World 
Cup finals. 

Cleroeme will be the first 
coach to lead Spain at succes- 
sive Worid Cup &ials and die 
controversial, chmo-snioking 
coach has possibly his last 
chance to won honours on the 
international stage. 

Boro in the Basque n^on 
near Bilbao in 1930. Qemente 
tirawed such talent as a young 
footi)aller that many expected 
him to go on to become an all- 
tiroe great 

Sadly, a bad tackle ended 
his career, ineparably damag- 
ing his knee, and put paid tt) 
his ambitions. He elected, 
instead, to turn his band to 
coaching. 

Clemente ^nded Atiiletic 
Bilbao to the 1982 and 1983 
Spanish League titles before 
b^g given his maichiog 
orders by tise dub after a rfis- 
pute with one of his players. 

He bad spells at Espanyoi 
and Atl^co Madrid beibte 
taking over the reins die 
national side in September 
1992. 

Bold off the field, Qemente 
has been slimlariy unafraid in 
his selection policies. He has 
no qualms about injectiiig 
young talent into tbe side and 
those he has blooded include 
Raul, Kiko, Josep Guadriola 
and Alfonso. 



Tunisia ’s 
Beya 
back to 
his best 


Gabriel Batistuta of Ai^entioa reacts after scoring a goal in the 47th minute j^aiiurt 
Chile in their friendly match 19 May in Mendoza, Argentina. Argentina defeated 
Chile, 1-0 (AFP photo) 


Bossier can be a key man for Germany 


PARIS (AFP) — Thomas 
Hassler may be one of the 
BundesUga's smaUest players 
at just 1.66m. but inside his 
chest beats a giant heart 

A merobGr of Gemiany's 
1990 Worid Cup-winning 
side, Hassler is hungry for 
one last crack at iatemational 
glory at France *98. 

Feared for bis extraordinary 
capacity to loop free-lticks 
over tbe defenerve walls of 
opporing players. Haessler is 
a pint-si^ engine in tbe 
Gman midfield. 

For the first time this 
decade, drough. tus place in 
tbe German side h^ been 
placed in question because of 
a tactical re-drink by coacb 
Beni Vogts. 

V?gts is worried that 
Gemrany’s midfield is too 
offence-oriented, leaving die 
defence exposed to quick 
counter-attacks when 

Germany lose the ball near 
goal 

There used to be room for 
both Hassler and Dortmund’s 
Andreas MoUer in tbe 
German midfield, but now it 
looks like being an eidier-or 
situation. 

Much to Hassler's disap- 


/ \ 



pointznenc, Vogts leaned 
toward Moller in this year's 
pie- Worid Cup fiiendlies. 

Although the Karlsruhe 
playniaker has said he won't 
go to the Worid Cup as a 
benchwarrner, Vogts will be 
counting on him to convert 
his bottied-up frustration into 
solid football. 

After all. it was only one 
year ago that Vogts went out 
of ins w*ay to lend Hassler his 
unequivocal support after he 
suffered two heart-breaking 
bone breaks in the same leg, 
tbe second coming at training 
just weeks after his recovery 
from the initial injury. 

Such is the former Juventus 


and AS Roma midfielder's 
popularity, the whole nation 
seemed to commiserate widi 
him. 

Hassler is an enormously 
creative fooibaUer, weil-tiked 
by his teammates, who can 
turn a match around with his 
creativity and deft ball skills. 

Jurgen Klinsmann would 
never have scored all the 
goals he has without Hassler 
foedmg him split-second 
passes from the midfield. 

Vbgts might, in the end, 
accept tbe view that 
Gemiany's midfield is big 
enough to bold both Hassler 
and Moller. 


PARIS (AFP) — Zoubeir 
Beya may be the pick of 
the Tunisia football crop, 
but he could have miss^ 
the World Cup following 
child-like tantrums during 
the 1998 African Nations 
Cup. 

Beya was taken off in tbe 
opening group match 
against Ghana a^r becom- 
ing an anonymous figure 
and when substituted 
against tbe Democratic 
Republic of Con^ because 
of an equally ineffl^ve 
show, he stormed off. 

Ditipped fw the final 
pool match vrixh Togo, the 
diminutive midfielder with 
German second division 
club Freiinng was brought 
on for the second half of 
the quarter-final witii hosts 
Buri^a Fa^. 

Zoubeir, who turns 26 
this month, made an imme- 
diate imp£UX sending accu- 
rate passes through minute 
defensive gaps to create 
scoring chances for strikers 
starved until his arrival. 

This was the old Beya, 
who first sprang to promi- 
nence at the 19% African 
Nations Cup in South 
Africa where no-hopers 
Tunisia finished second 
behind the hoste. 

Before moving to 
Freiburg, and joining 
national team striker 
Mehdi Ben Slimane, Beya 
was the midfiefo pivot of 
the highly successful Etoile 
du Sahel club. 

He helped Ett^e — from 
tbe eastern coastal town of 
Sousse — win tbe 1995 
African FootbaU 

Confetto^OQ (CAF) Cup 
and fiiush runners-up to 
Kawkab Marrakech of 
Morocco tbe following 
year. 

“We could not be in a 
tougher group." be says of 
Group G matches a^inst 
Englan^ Colombia and 
Romania. “Howev^, we 
go into the Worid Cup 
without any complexes." 


Owen ready to take on the world 


PARIS (AFP) — Michael Owen, 
the youngest player to be capped 
by England this century, may have 
played less than SO games for 
Liverpool, but he is seriously being 
touted as one of the potential stars 
of the 199S Worid Cup finals. 

The l8-year-old striker surpassed 
by 124 days the 32-year record of 
Manchester United's Duncan 
Edwards when he played in the 2-0 
defeat by Chile at Wembley in 
February. Owen failed to continue 
a record which had seen him score 
at every level he had played for 
England but his electric pace and 
precocious skills lit up an other- 
wise dismal England perfoimance. 


Owen, tbe son of a former pro- 
fessional footballer, had barely 
started school when England last 
reached the finals in Italy in 1990 
but his remarkable maturi^ and 
outstanding talent has catapulted 
him to eariy stardom. 

And as far as England manager 
Glenn Hoddle is concerned: if he's 
good enough, then he is old 
enough. 

“He’s got the right temperament 
and he's shown no signs that be 
can’t handle it," says Hoddle. 

T’m puniz^ no pressure on the 
boy. He is in good form, he’s been 
called up by his country but if he 
doesn’t make the World Cup squad 


he’s got another 10 years of going 
to World Cups and European 
Championships. 

“I don't want to put tbsu burden 
on him now. 1 just want him to go 
out and express himself as he has 
done since be started playing foot- 
ball.” 

Owen began the 1997/98 season 
as a virtual unknown, but after four 
months he was installed by the 
bookmakers as favourite to finish 
the season as the Premiership's top 
scorer. 

Owen says he has never had any- 
thing but total confidence In his 
ability, but admits to being sur- 
prised by the speed of his rise to 


fame. 

Ti's all come so quickly," be 
said. “At the start of the season I 
never thought it trauld happen so 
soon. 

“But I always hoped it would, 
that 1 would become an interoa- 
tional player, and now r>te got to 
handle it as nonnaliy as possible." 

T'm confident in my ability to do 
well, and I ceitamly don’t think age 
comes into H — as the manager 
said, if you’re good enough, you're 
old enough.” 
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i World Cup countdown 
i with Franz Beckenbaue 


Ar& you 3 World Cup &xp&rt? "fliBn lot mo 
t Whafs wrong here? 







1 5) For tbe majority 

ticipating teams 

World Cup just 

a position axnongst%^^ 

four can be legarded- a^ 

success. But every te»b' 
* ; 
[aspires to win and 

I play in the final match. 

There is however, a 

t 

[ “consolation prize" lot 


the losers of the two semi- 


I 


g finals and tiiat is to 
R for the third place — na- 




fi ditionally not a great 




cause for motivation! But 


N there hasn't always been 


this consolation prize. 


In how many and in 


which 


Worid 


This sequence of pictnres shows one of the most con- $ ChamnionshlDs wav 1 
i troversiid scenes in the entire history of the World 1 

Cnp. Do yon know what it represents? As a little hint» .. « u « 1 

I gfln tell you I was present at this game and that — matches for ^ 

psadly — the ontoome of this litde episode was the rea-£ j 

I son for one of the biggest disappointments in my life. ^ third place? ^ 

I Solve the geography question daily to find the phrase at g 
:? the end of Beckenbauer’s World Cup countdown | 

If 6) For clockmakers this country solution to the 

r. is an important one, although in worldcup country contest 

K- many respects the clocks could ph***** m** looking for offors » 

^ be said to run differently here, rnthor preciso. chough b«rsh dtfinicion 
^ especially in road traffic. nbIHty concidnrtd indtspons»ble in 

^ The counciy is not even a prop- diplomat*. 

9 ex state. Its inhabitants ^ve the 

reputation of being somewhat old Ml in »h* r»»p*cnv» lectors in the ,j 

fashioned. corresponding positlonsr ;• 

4 Yet The coun^ has gone 
^ through some radit^ changes in 

^ the past twenty years, and fifteen ©©©@©@©00 ©@ @@ 
years previously one of the coun- ' s j < » * r • * is it 13 is 
try's port cidM produced a QQQQ © 0®©©@© @© I 

! unique cultural pbeDomenon. 14 is i» ir i* i9i»3i»um »» |i 

. At the time people turned up _ _ ^ 

i their noses, but the characters \ 

involved are today heaped with | 

' titles, memorials and otoer hon- © ©00 ©0©0 ©0 I 

: ours. 91 « -I « 4* » I 

I^eis are ontered TO stop © 0 ©@ 0 @@@ ©©®@©©@ I 

imbibing at an hour when most si n » 54 ss sc sr s* s* m si sz ss^ m | 

: other countries are oolv just start- 1 

'ine ©©0© I 

1 ,V 1 t* 79 ri n 7 i 7* ocmhicw 1 

i>. Tbe Royal House can look back fl 

: on an eventful history, encompassing attenqits over tbe centuries to conquer iL 8 
polygamy, abdication out of love and Solution’ I 

faniily rows carried out in the public eye ^ I 

— exciting events in which tbe common | 

Ti lost much of its good reputation but kept ^ instnicted in the solnlion squares as a 
most of its money. follows: | 

Tbe country can be reached without , . . 3 

v; getting wet feet altbou^ it is still sepa- Hrst letter of the country in position 8 

jr' rated from other countries by water, one 15 , . : . 3 

.t; of the reasons for the failure of all - S 




SOLUTION TO THE 
WORLDCUP COUNTRY CONTEST 
Th* phrii* wt *r* lookiag for offers * 
r*ch*r precis*, chough berth definicion 
of an eblliey considered fndtspenssbie In 
th* world of dlplomets. 


Pleei* fill In the respective letters in the 
corresponding peticionsr 


©©©@©000© ©0 0© 

\ Z 7 * S i f $ 9 IS II 
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CC C7 M *9 70 71 71 73 74 
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Solution: 



nease enter tbe letters of the country 


m 


First letter of the country in poritioD 


It. lui uiQ 102IU1C ui all V. . 

Fourui letter m position 54. 

Facts and figures about the participating countries 


CAMEROON 


iq km - C>piTel: Yaounde 
Poputatian: i3.277,000 17.9 per sq lun 

Prinriitil leagaeseiy French. CUKlash 
Aneuil GfiJPper caplte. Aso. 
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Premier League soccer 
championship to resume June 1 


Bv Tareq A}Toub 

Special lo ihc Jonian Times 

AMMAN — The Premier 
League (PL) soccer 
championship will 

resume nexi month fol- 
lowing a month-long 
recess resulting from a 
decision bv .seven clubs to 
suspend their participa- 
tion. demanding a review 
of ticket sale revenues. 
Jordan Football 

A.ssociation (JFA) 

spokesman announced 
Wednesday. 

Mohammad Hamdan. 
the JFA's secretary, said 
that the decision to 
resume the PL competi- 
tions on June 1 was taken 
following a meeting 
between the JFA and rep- 
resentatives of the seven 
clubs. 

Hamdan told a press 
conference that the clubs 
withdrew their demand 
and agreed that the 1997 
formula that govern.s the 
revenue distribution 
reniain.s in effect. 

The 1997 ticket sales 
.sy.stem stipulates that the 
two clubs playing any 
match receive 33 per cent 
of the ticket sale revenues 
of that particular match, 
with the remaining eight 
clubs receiving a similar 
share and the rest of the 
revenues soins to the 
JFA. 

"That was only a sum- 
mer cloud which disap- 
peared without causing 
losses: we hope that it 
will never reappear," 
Hamdan .said. 

A statement issued fol- 
lowing the meeting by the 
two sides quoted A! 
Faisali soccer club presi- 
dent. Sultan Odwnn. who 
spearheaded the boycott 
move, as saying that 
"despite the unjust formu.-.. 


la, we agree to resume the 
contests provided that the 
JFA would present a new 
formula in the coming 
years." 

On April 30, the JFA 
consequently put the 
competition on hold after 
A1 Faisali. Kufrsoura, A1 
Ramtha, AI Qadissiyeh, 
A1 Hussein, AI Ahli and 
. AI Arab! announced their 
boycott of the event until 
their demands were met 
by the JFA. 

They demanded that the 
1997 ticket sales system 
be revoked and suggested 
that all revenues be dis- 
tributed equally among 
the ten PL clubs. 

The seven clubs* request 
followed an agreement 
reached between the JFA 
and a consortium of four 
businessmen, in return for 
JD300.000, which insti- 
gated the new demand by 
the seven clubs. 

But AJ Wihdat, PL title 
holder and whose match- 
es attract the largest num- 
ber of fans, threatened 
that any change In the for- 
mula would make them 
reconsider their participa- 
tion in the PL contest. 

Another club, Shabab 
A] Hussein, sided with 
the AI Wihdat and said 
that it does not favour any 
change in the revenue dis- 
tribution system. AI 
Jazireh was the only club 
to remain neutral in the 
issue. 

Hamdan said the new 
agreement with the seven 
clubs will include as well 
additional amounts for 
the PL's 10 clubs, whicb 
will be deducted from the 
JFA's share from the con- 
tract with the consortium. 

He added that the JFA 
will consult with the 10 
clubs to reach a "consen- 
sus.''. among them on a 


ticket sales formula that 
would receive the bless- 
ing of all concerned par- 
ties. But he added that if 
any change was approved 
it "will be applicable only 
after the conclusion of the 
1998 soccer season." 

Among the concessions 
made by the JFA was the 
abolishment of "dual pun- 
ishment" regulation for 
any player that receives a 
red card in the soccer 
championships in the 
country. .The regulation 
stipulated imposing 

administrative and finan- 
cial penalties against a 
club if any of its players 
commits a "severe mis- 
take" or earns a red card. 

“The financial penalty 
was removed from our list 
of punishment and if any 
player commits any mis- 
take he will be the only 
party to be punished," 
Hamdan said. 

The JFA also agreed 
that 30 per cent of the 
revenues levied from the 
Golden Quartet contests, 
which pits the top four PL 
teams against each other, 
will be given to the par- 
ticipating clubs only, 
while the rest will go to 
the remaining clubs and 
the JFA, he said. 

The two sides also 
agreed that SO per cent of 
the revenues received 
from the television cover- 
age of the PL contests 
will go to the 10 clubs 
while the consortium will 
win the rest, Hamdan 
said. 

Id addition to that, any 
club which wins a nation- 
al championship will 
receive rewards for its 
accomplishments, he 
added. 



All Daei (upl of the Iranian national soccer team jumps over Zaco (bottom) of 
Rome team during their friendly soccer match in Rome, late 19 May 15198, in 
preparation of Iran participating in the France 98 Soccer Worid diampioiisUps. 
Iran sras defeated 1-7 (AFP photo) 




Gift Shop 

Spring and Summer Fashion Show 

Under the Patronage of HRH Prince Firas Raad, 
Al-Hussein Society for the Habilitation/Rehabilitation 
of the Physically Challenged 

will hold its 5th children’s Fashion Show on May 25th 1998 at 5:30 at 
the Royal Automobile Club. 

Also featuring Nadia Dajani children’s Costume Jewellery. 

Price: JD7 

For more information please call 
Tel: 5826-273, 5817-598/99 Fax: 5817-613 




Blatter 
backs 
South 
Africa for 
2006 

World Cup 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Former Swiss army 
colonel Sepp Blatter 
moved his fight for control 
of world soccer to South 
Africa on Tuesday and 
reaffirmed his support for 
their bid to host the 2006 
World Cup. 

Blatter, who will face 
European soccer supremo 
Lennart Johansson on June 
8 in Paris for the presiden- 
cy of world controlling 
body FIFA, is on a two-day 
visit before flying to 
Kenya. 

The FIFA secretary-gen- 
eral, on leave to campaign 
worldwide, attended a 
Premier Soccer League 
awards ceremony and a 
dinner honouring the 
national team that com- 
petes at the Worid Cup in 
France next month. 

South Africa entered die 
race to stage the showcase 
tournament during the 
African Nations Cup in 
Buildna Faso three months 
ago and Blatter has repeat- 
edly voiced his approval. 

Swede Johansson, who 
stirred a storm here during 
the 1996 African Nations 
Cup by racially insulting 
African officials and not 
^xilogising, has been less 
enthusiastic about an 
African host. 

"Africa would have to be 
considered if it is ready and 

q^^miiostawq^ . 
for-32 teams " his luke- 
warm response in Buridna 
Faso when asked if he sup- 
ported South Africa. 

Germany and England 
also want the host tbe 2006 
World Cup and Argeatina 
and Brazil have hinted at 
entering tbe race. Africa 
and Oceania are tbe only 
regions never to be award- 
ed the toumamenL 

Blatter, whose allies 
include outgoing president 
Joao Havelange from 
Brazil and former French 
star Michel Platini, told 
South Africans that more 
funds would be pumped 
into the continent should he 
succeed. 

The former amateur foot- 
baller also promised to 
establish a special frind for 
cash-strapped national 
associations if elected two 
days before Brazil face 
Scotland in the opening 
World Cup match. 

While the African 
Foofoall Confederation 
(CAF) officially supports 
Johansson, many of its 51 
members have hinted at 
voting for Blatter in a 
secret ballot among almost 
200 delegates. 


Jordan scores 41 as Bulls 
dump Pacers to lead 2-0 


CHICAGO (AFP) — 
Another stunning perfor- 
mance by Michael Jordan, 
his most productive scoring 
effort of the 1998 playoffs, 
put the Chicago Bulls two 
games from the National 
Basketball Association 
Finals. 

After accepting his award 
as the NBA's Most Valuable 
Player. Jordan scored 41 
points in a 104-98 triumph 
over the Indiana Pacers here 
on Tuesday. 

The Bulls took a 2-0 lead 
in the best-of-seven Eastern 
Conference final, moving 
two victories away from the 
championship series as they 
seek tiieir sixth title in the 
past eight years. 

"Tbe pressure was on us 
to win ^ first two games at 
home. Now tbe pressure is 
on them,'’ Jordan said. 
"They have to defend home 
court and they are io a big 
hole if they lose a game." 

Game three is Saturday at 
Indianapdlis. Since begin- 
ning their dynasty run in 
199J, the Bulls have never 
lost' a playoff series when 
leading 2-0. 

*TndIana doesn’t have 
anything to be desperate 
about," Bulls coach Phil 
Jackson said. “They go 
home having to play with 
some urgency. I'm sure 
they are very concerned 
about tbe turnovers and 
their offense." 

Scottie Pippen con- 
tributed 21 ^ints, six 
rebounds, five assists and 
five steals, dominating with 
defence on Indiana's Marie 
Jackson. But Jordan made 
the difference once again. 

Jordan ended each of the 
first three quarters with a 
bu 2 :zer-beater basket to 
swipe momentum for the 
Bulls. He also scored eight 
consecutive Chicago points 
in the final minutes to stop 
a late Pacers charge. 

"He played a great game. 
He was tbe reason they won 
it," Indiana coach Larry 
Bird said. 'Tough shots for 
most people are routine for 
him. He wanted to come out 
and prove he is the MVP. 
There's no doubt of that" 

Jord^ made 13-of-22 
shots from the field and 15 
of 18 free throws. "I had my 
rtiythm early when no one 
else did," Jordan said. "We 
pretty much controled them 
defensively and down tbe 
stretch we held them off." 

Reggie Miller led Indiana 
with 19 points, while Chris 
MuUin added 18 for the 
Pacers, who made 20 
turnovers- after 26 give- 
aways in game one. The 
Bulls, who have scored 53 
points off Pacers turnovers. 



Micbad Jordan (R) of the Chicago Bulls drives to the basket past Reggie Miller (L) 
of the Indiaaa Pacers 19 May during the first half of game two of their NBA Eastern 
Conference finals game at the United Crater in Chicago, XL: The Bolls lead the series 
1-0 (A^ photo) 


made only six. 

The Pacers have also 
struggled from three-point 
range with Ron Harper 
guying Miller tightly and 
MuUin struggling with 
pressure defence. 

"We have kept that team 
to veiy few three-pointers 
and thm is a team that feeds 
off three-pointers,'’ Jackson 
said. 'That’s more bnpor- 
tant than us making three- 
pointers." 

Bird and MiUer lamment- 
ed referee caUs. saying 


there was little hope Jordan 
would be caUed for viola- 
tions otiief rivals mi ght be 
whistled for. 

"He gets helped out on a 
lot of caUs. 'When you're 
the MVP of tbe league, 
you're going to get those 
calls," Bird said. 

"We know they are going 
to get aU' the 'reputation' 
calls, the disputed caUs." 
MiUer said. "We can't get 
into that If the referees 
hear you have that attitude, 
they wiU kiU you. 


Tt's not one guy. You're 
playii^ a system. The big 
guy ..is shaking, helping, 
bnmping. It's Uke a 
m^thoD. He likes running 
players to death. But he is 
getting a lot of help." 

Jordan remained undecid- 
ed about future plans when 
asked if he would Uke to 
return next year and win 
anoUier MVP award. "Let's 
hope .so," Jordan said. "We 
wUl have to see what hap- 
pens this, summer." 







Fully furnished deluxe penthouse with open terraces 
overlooking Amman. Consists of 3 bedrooms (one 
master), 3 bathrooms, large salon, modern kitchen, 
with central heating, telephone, lift, satellite, parldng 
& fire place. Location: Shmeisani. 


For more information, please call Tel.: 5678501 


OFFICES FOR RENT 

Ground floor with an area 'of approximately 4(X} sq.m., 
deigned as offices. Location: Urn Utheina — 
Commercial Market — near Cordoba Palace Hotel. 
Suitable for a bank branch,- company or offices. 

For more information please call 
Tel.: 5664599/5681642 — Amman. 


j.t FAX:5696m. 


VW GOLF GL 5-DQQR 1992 (DUTY UNPAID^ 


FOR SALE 

Red, 18(X)cc, air conditioning, power steering, central lodg- 
ing. sunroof, excellent condition, dealer-serviced since new. 
Inerted on pesHng from Germany, much loved. Easy to 
park, an excellem around-toivm car. JD5,(XX) (negotiable). 

Contact owner at: 5866 098 



The American Community School 
Bargain Fair 

Friday, May 22, 1998 
9:30 a.rh. - 2:00 p.m. 

ACS's semi-annual bargain fair will be held on 
the school grounds 
next to the Royal Automobile Club. 

We have a large variety of new and used 
items for sale. 

Entrance fee for adults is 500 fils, 
children free. 


Are you eating 
your food first? 

Bayer ^ 


Pest Busters 

For the professional way 
to get rid of bup 
md pests cm 


/rom 9.00 AM- 3.00 PM 


TeL 5686206/ 566U87 
Fax 5601345 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WnrHOUARSHARF 

ATANNAHMRSCH 

— 


ANSWEBS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 • As South, vnlaenUe, Voa 
hold: 

AEQ84 9AQ1066S OJ «AS 

Tbe bidding has proceeded: 
sovra WEST noeth east 
19 Pass 1* PsM 

7 

What do you bid bow? 

A - Plsyingstaodard meefaods, 
year h*™ just qualifies as a jnmp 
to lour spades —you nast BU a 
point for tbe donneton dub and 
three for tbe suq^^o diamond. If 
splinter bids are in ytnr aisenai, 
all means jump to (bur diamonds to 

show a raise ta ganie in spades with 

good fa- tiwi p uppfirt Mwi diBwirtwd 

shortness. 

Q.2 • Neither vulnerable, as 
^tfa you bold: 

*62 . «S8752 C868 *642 

^TtTiT tha ^th ftna 

oo troaap. Wbat acUon do ycni take? 


aASJIOS 9S664 OKIOB M 
Partner opens tbe KiAiii.p with one 
no tramp. What do you bid noi^ 

A ■ It is tempting to jump to three 
spadee. the five<ard major with 
100 honors. But that will almost 
certainly lose the he^suit. which 
enuid be the right strdn for a atam 
since partner wfi] smely beable to 
get discards on your spades. Start 
by bidding two riubs iSlayman) to 
cheek OB Luther partner has a 
rour-eaid miyor. 

Q. S • As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4J8S32 OQ63 C;d62 *K9 

Ibe bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
Pass Psss 19 Pm 

What do jou Ud now? 

A • R^nrdlera of whether you pla> 
fbur- or Bvo card majon, raise to 
two hearts now. SUuldyou bid one 
nadeandpaitoerrebidLaop, two 
lube, yoU3^fbiild fed guilty ifyoii 


A • Only'asadisPwoald'peniiit 
paiisiertosiruggleiaoaeMtrumD- . feci guilty ifye 

wltha&vKanlmqioraadahaDd p“Wtookapr*dfereMM 
might be tiickless. Convert “**rt*. eeaon wifi often be 
to two hearts, dther directly or vie 

e t ransfe r bid IF SOU use tfwm Your 
hand rates to pr^uce a few tridcs 
in a suit contract 


predicated on a low doobleton in 
partner's suit Ibr lack of anything 
better to do. 


q. 9 - Neither* vulnernblo, as 
^th you bold: 

*J758S OJ 0J98S *KQ< 
Pariaa- n>ene tbe bidding with one' 
spade, WMt do you respond? 

A • With a hand that hae little in ' 
thewayd’deTense.fiyfr-ttnisup- I 
port fbc Dftrtocr^s ouOor ud a suh I 
gletoa.daatmakeitmuyfbrthe ' 

opponents to get into the 
Jump to fburapades and let th™ 
worry about what to do. 

^ 4 - Both Vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 


Q.6 - Both vulnerable, as South 
yon held: 

*969 9Kqi06 0109SS *AS 

Tbe biddiitg has pnceeded: 

NOBIH CAST SOUTH WEST 
1* Paea 7 
What do you respond? 

A • ftieetanderdpreeticete 
reqmdwitbfhur-eBnleuilenp^B- 
• line when ynu have a Buuttd 
response. 'nierelbre, there in no . 
new hoe to by^B the diamond 
suit In iksor of Udihng hearts, aape- 
dally shiee you have no tenues to 
protect. Bid ODO diaaoDd. 
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Albright calls on embattled leader to step down 

Parliament speaker says Suharto 


has 


until Friday to resign — student leader 


Mandda’s 

autobiography 



brought to screen u ^ 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


U^. SECRETARY of State 
Madeleine Albd^ called 
'\%lnesday oi I^eadeat Suharto 
of Indonesia to **pteserve his 
legacy** by stepping down and 
pennhting a uansidon to democ- 
racy. 

^ a speech at graduadon oeie- 
mony at the U.S. Coast Guaid 
Academy in New London. 
Connecticui, Ms. Albti^ 
inaeased pressure on 
Suharto, whom U.S. admin- 
istrations have bad little rfispute 
during his 32 years in power. 

She said of Ml Suh^: ^ow' 
be has an opportunity fen* an his- 
toric act of staiesmanship" 
steps^down. 

By stqtping down. Ms. 
said in a prep ar ed 
speech. Ml Suharto would ''pre- 
serve his l^acy as a man who 
not only led his counuy but pro- 
^^ded fbr iis democratic transi- 
tion.*’ 

Also, Ms. Albfi^ utged Me 
S uharto to exercise restraint in 
Hegling with milHnns of demOD- 

straiicvis throughout the 
Southeast Asian country seeking 
his ouster. 

A senior U.S. ofGcial said 
t^e Ms. Albdght did not diiect- 
ly call for Ml Suharto’s resigna- 
tioa that was the point of her 
st^emenL 

“Indent Suharto’s lecogru- 
tion that wide-ian^ng pditical 
lefoim is necessary is Ic^ over- 
due," LJJ5. State Department 
^xrtesman James Rutrin said 
Tiiesday. 


The Qintnn admini c it grifin 

was hopeful that Nfr. Suharto's 
words would lead to a gmume 
dialogue as qdddy as possible. 
Ml Rubin sa£i 

Indonesian Padlament Speaker 
Hamooko bas giv'en Rreddeni 
Suharto a to 

lesigtL a student leader who met 
with ibe speako; and a member 
of Ml Harmdto’s staff, said 
'^K^dnesd^. 

‘‘Haimoko gave the president 
VBUil Tmdsv.” tire student \esdsx, 
SardinL told jcumaHsts and stu- 
dents here. 

‘Tf by tiiat tnne no rqriy is 
^veo. the leaderdi^ of the par- 
liament will on Monday tnsirua 
the heads of the ^litica]] 6c- 
tkns to b^in pnqarations for a 
special sesaon of die People’s 
Consultative Assembly (MFR).” 

Ml Satdini was ^peaking after 
a del^atioo of students, iqae- 
seoting various universities pie- 
sent at a 12,000-5tzong polia- 
ment prote st sh-in Wsdnesday, 
bad met widi Ml Hanndro. 

Tbe anuouDcenjent was greet- 
ed by a stcon of applause and 
cbeen by the students who are 
demanding Ml Suharto's imme- 
diate resignation, s piming an 
eadier pledge by tbe 76-year-old 
leader fix' new electicns, in which 
he would ixx lun. as inadequate. 

It capped tile ihiid day of tbe 
sit-in die parliament bu3dmg. 
and a week of protests and vio- 
lence winch have left SOO dead 
and fotced tens of thousands of 
fixeigneis to flee dbe oounliy. 

Ml Sardini said Ml Harmoko 
had given die president tbe dead- 
line while ineeting him to ccxivey 


Opposition leader voices many’s 
fear: another Tiananmen Square 


By Jocelyn Gecker 
Associated Press 


JAKAKEA . — Mdiacing tanks, pro-democracy stu- 
dents and a hard-line r^jme: fbr some, the parallels 
between Jakarta 1998 and die days before the 1989 
Tiananmen Square massacre in ^jing are uncom- 
fortably close. 

Oq ^fednesday. Indonesian ppposifioa leader 
Anden Rais votc^ what mat^ bad been fearing 
when he cancelled a huge demonstration againsL 
Indonesian f^esident Suharto. 

Mr. Rais quoted an army ^neral as soyir^ he 
"doesn't care at air if orxxhsrTianaamen Massacre 
occurs in die Indonesian cental 

'T was so shocked hearing this kind of dete rmin a- 
tioo, tins, I dunk, irresponsible deciaon,” Ml Rais 


trdd repoteis. ‘1 diink tins is just sornediing we have 
to avoid.” Ml Rais had hqjed to send one mSItoo 
or mote of his followers into a paric next no the pres- 
idential Palace to press de man ds for the 76-year-old 
Me Suharto to quh. Instead, Ml Rais called off the 
denxxisa^on. much to die disappointment of his 
fdlowers. On Tuesday nighL studmis camped out at 
pariiament in a giant pro-democracy party, and sang 
songs of fieed^ By Wednesday, their peaceful 
derrxmstiaikxis had erupted into pandemonium as 
they invaded die legislature's main assemNy hall 
and burned gove rnm ent documents. 

Though the mOiiaiy had not moved in as of 
Wednesday evening, soldiers were never far away. 

Whether In don esia soldiers would mow do^ 
didr feOow dtoeris. as the Chinese miUiaiy did nine 
years is an open question. 


the result cf a meeting baween 
pariiameiDtary leaders arid faction 
heads. A member of Mr. 
Hannoko's staff confirmed diat 
the deadline had been handed to 
MLSubana 

Earlier V\fednesday intematioD- 
al law e:q)ert Yustfl Izba 
Mahednia was cpioted by tbe 
Jakarta Post as stQong; Mr. 
Suhatfo should resign voluntarily 
to avdd an MPR sesdon. wfaidi 
he said could aim into a virtual 
"inqieachtneDif’ process. 

Tte time of the HomxJro- 
Suhatto meeting was not 
revealed, but pariiameniary 
sources said it took place 
Wednesday motniog. 

The deputy chief of die armed 
faces faction. Syarwan Hamid 


said: 'That opinion was joindy 
agreed. If dure is no certainly fm 
Mr. Suharto's aoswerj it will be a 
deadlock. But there is a way out 
and that is a spedal meeting of 
the MPR.” 

The same padiameDtazy source 
said Mr. Hatmoho, who was 
accompanied by his deputies 
includiiig repteseoladves ftom 
die armed fb^ who sit in par- 
liament. and the ruling Golkar 
Party, had met widi 38 student 
leacto. On Mcoday Mr. 
Harmoko said that he and his 
deputies had agreed to call on Mr. 
Suharto to step down "in a wise 
and sage way” for the sake of the 
country’s unity. 

But military chief and 

Indonesian Defence Mniister 


General Wiranto cpiiddy 
quashed tbe statement saving it 
represented Ml Hannoko's iixfi- 
vidual opinion, and was uncon- 
stitutionaL 

Golkar’s padiamentary faction 
chief, Irsad SudQro, told the press 
^^dnesday that be had sent his 
faction's five alternative w^ out 
of the current deadlock to party 
headquarters. 

Four of die five altertiatives 
required the president to res^ 
and a special ineeting of the 
MPR, be said. The fifth altema- 
dve was to accept Ml Suharto’s 
{xoposal fir fiesb electkms in 
which be would not be a candi- 
date. and bis refonzi programme. 



CANNES (AFP) — 
autobiography of 
Afirican Presiefent 
Mandela, “Long 
Freedom,'’ is to be 
to the screen. 

Shekhar K^nir is dnectbig^^ 
tbe movie, whidi wiQ 
produced . 

London/Durban>base(Lpro^^|i-' 
ducer Anand Singfa 
revealed a budget of .up tO/^1 
$50 million. Kapur, 
tor of the well-receiv^l 
“Bandit (^ueeu,'* has • 
already travelled to South 
Africa with screenwriter: 
William Nicholson fer 
research into the presi- ■ 
dent's career, and hopes to 
begin shooting in August 
for an October 1999 ' 
release. He said he Irad 
been scared to take on die 
project but would **try to 
malte this film as if I were 
an African.” 


Baldwin in court 
on cocaine charges 


Students ride on top of a bus waving the Indonesian flag 
and shouting slogans near Failiament in Jakarta 
Wednesday. Since Monday tens of thousands of students 
have occupied the legblatnre in an exultant protest 
against ttie 32-yeai rule of Indonesian President Suharto 
(AP photo) 


Netanyahu’s adviser under fire for 
remarks on Sara, Dayan and rabbis 

TV commentator: Bar Ulan’s post in hands of Sara 


TEL AVTV (AP) — The Israeli prime min- 
ister’s wife is reportedly foming . rabto are 
grumbling, and die daughter of Israel’s most 
famous war hero has demanded an immedi- 
ate resignation. 

BeoyamiD Netanyahu's media-watcher 
and closest adviser, David Bar-IDaD. is die 
focus of a scandal over some iiijudicious 
remarks be allegedly made to the New 
Yoker magazine. 

Of Sara Netanyahu, subject of taUoid 
interest after she &ed her nam^ for binmog 
a pot of soup and iqdxaided household ser- 
vants, Mr. Bar-nian supposedly said* “Sara is 
not the most stable woman in the wodd... 
Now she only ^ipears at tbe ^ ipiopriate 
things, receptiens for duldten, dungs f^ the 
retarded or the disadvantaged. And it wcxfcs. 
It’s OK. HnaQy it’s become bexing to 
Istaelis. Had she run haff-oaked through the 
streets, it might have been somedung else, 
but it’s under co n t ro l.” 

In arguing diat Me Netanyahu had made a 
mistake ^lo^sing on national television 
fbr sexual peccadilloes. Ml Bar-lllan said 


Israelis had tderated much from their leados 
and ated Moshe Dayan, tbe pateh-eyed fex- 
mer general and war hero, sayic^ be bad 
"screed half tbe women in tbe army.” 

Yael Dayan, daughter of' die firmer 
defence minister, took umbrage and demand- 
ed Ml Bar-Dlan's resign^ioo. ‘T would like 
an ^xilogy and a disciidiiiaty hearing. In 
simple temis. I want him thrown out,” she 
said on Israel TV. 

The daily Maaiiv cited Sara Netanyahu's 
"growing rage.” It also noted dial Isia^ rab- 
bis were angry with Mr. Bar-IDan for aU^ed- 
ly suggesting no oppidnium would be 
attached to haring an affair widi a “shDcsa,” a 
derogatory Yiddish word for non-Jewish 
woman, because “even die rdibes [labfc^] do 
IL” 

A fOToer ediiCR' of tbe Jerusalem Post and 
a pianist with an iniematioiial rqxitation. Mr. 
Bar-IDan denied he made any such com- 
ments. He said on Israel Radio that tbe wiiuer 
had asked if Mrs. Netanyahu was unstable. ‘T 
said: Drop diis nonsense, because it is simply 
untrue.” 


New Ycdrer writer David Remnick, a 
Pulitzer Prize winneL said he bad not t^«d 
the talk with Me Bar-Qlan but had det^led 
notes and stuck 1^ his quotations. ‘T take 
accurate ncxes.” he said. 

Coming to Mr. Bar-Dlan's defence was 
Shai Bazak. Mr. Netanyahu’s spokesman, 
who went oa telerision to he believed 
Mr. Bar-Dlan’s denials and said the article 
had "slandered” the Israeli prime ministen 

A Maariv telqiboQe poD of 5(X) Israelis, 
with a margin of enor of 4.5 per cent found 
that 46 per cent of those contacted believed 
the New Yorker and 32 percent believed Mr. 
Bar-DlatL 

Emmanuel Rosen, a television commenta- 
tor fcx Israel TV's Channel 2, said Mr. 
NeiarQrahu was likely to try and keep his 
fiiend by his side but that Mr. Bar-Dlan’s 
future ultim^ly remained in Sara 
Netanyahu’s hands. 

‘Tf it was only up to Netanyahu, I imagine 
be would let this pass... but t hings are not 
only up to him. they are dqiendent primarily 
cn Sara Netanyahu." 


King Fahd commutes sentence of British nurses 


RIYADH (Agendesi — Two British 
nurses jailed for the murder of an 
AustraDan coUeague could be released 
later Wednesday now' that the Saudi long 
has commuted their sentences, officials 
said. 

British consul Simon Lovett met the 
nurses in prison in tbe eastern city of 
Dammam, where he bas gone to arrange 
for their travel and to help them obtain 
exit documents, a British embassy 
spdtesman s^d. 

Deborah Parry, 39, and LuciDe 
McLaucblan. 32, have been inqxisoned 
in the Dammam central prison since their 
aoest in 1996 for the murder of Yvome 
Gilford, 55. 

Tm optimistic their lelease is immi- 
nent," Salah A1 Hejeilan, a lawyer for the 
nurses, said. “I know tbe’ir families are 
hoping they wiD leave tcxiight,’' he said. 

A police source in Daminaro also said 
the women could be nsleased later 
Wednesday, as soon as the police depart- 
ment receives the commutation docu- 
ment 

The Saudi ambassador to Britain. 
Gbazi Algosaibi, announced Tuesday 
that King Fahd h^ commuted their sen- 
tences to dme served and ordered them 
released in response to a peddon ffom tbe 
women's families. 

Mr. A1 Hejeilan hailed the decision as 
“a shining aspect of Islamic justice." 

British Prime Minister Tony Blair, who 
has applied to King Fahd about tte 
nurses, called it "a generous humanitari- 
an act," 

GDfbrd’s friends condemned the Saudi 
action, saying it is tbe result of political 
pressure. 

“I don’t know how Tony Blair can 


sleqp at nigl^” said Penny Stack, a 39- 
year-old Briton who once worked with 
Gilford in South Africa. 

Parry was contacted by a Saudi court in 
August 1997 of fataDy stabbing Gilford, 
and was sentenced to death. Mc^uchlan 
was found guDiy of being an accessrxy 
and senienosd in September to ei^t 

years in prison and 5(X) lashes. The lash- 
ing has not been carried oul 

Parry esciqied beheading when 
(jilford’s broiber. Ftai^ waWed his light 
under Islamic law to demand the death 


Gilford wants 
the blood money 

«F* 

right away 


He 

tbe 


penalty in exchange for money, 
declined to comment Tuesday on 
release of the nurses. 

Pany and Mc^uchlan initiaDy con- 
fisssed to tbe murder after their arrests, 
but later recanted, saying their confes- 
sions were obtained through physical and 
sexual abuse by inteiro^ois. 

The Austrian Associated Press 
tepo^ that the two nurses planned to 
publish a diary of the sexual abuse and 
mistreatment they ^lalm to have suffered 
in the bands of their Saudi jaUeis. 

It also quoted a public relations firm as 
saying that the families of bofo women 
were oegQtiatii^ media deals for the 
story. 

Lawyers for the Gilford family threat- 
ened court action V^^dnesday over blood 


money promised by tbe accused kiDers. 

Fra^ Gilford, of Jamestown near 
, Adelaide. originaDy refused pleas by 
their lawyers to spare the women from 
ihe death penalty, but later agreed to 
accept a negotiated settlemeiu of $1.1 
miDion from them. 

Mr. Gilfiard refused Wednesday to 
comment on the airnouncement that tbe 
British nurses were about to be released, 
but said they should honour their agree- 
ment to pay the money. 

‘T don't see it as blo^ money," be told 
re p orters. '"But I think they should hon- 
our their agreemeDL" 

Mr. Gilford's Adelaide lawyer Michael 
Abbott said the mcney had not been paid 
and his client now expected immediate 
seolemenL 

‘The last excuse they had fbr delaying 
payment has now vanished." Mr. Abbott 
told ABC Radio. 

‘*1 wouldn’t expect to have to go to 
court for them to do. for once, tbe right 
thing. But. if we have to go to court we'll 
go to court” 

The muses* Saudi lawyer, SaJah Al 
HejaDait told commercial television here 
that the bid by the women for a pardon 
had been helped by the Gilford family's 
decision to waive its right to demand die 
death penal^ in Deu of blood money. 

”1 iqieat blood money, not compensa- 
tion. as they said,” he said, adding that 
the money had been raised and was now 
in a bank acccxinL 

T intend to p roportionaDy release it 
when they announce that they take it as 
blood money — which is the concept in 
our system — Init not as campensadon.*' 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
U.S. actor Daniel Baldwin 
appeared in court in 
Manhattan on cocaine 
charges, court sources said. 
Baldwin did not enter a 
plea in the case and is free 
on $1,000 bail, the sources 
said. The 37-year-old actor, 
whose brothers Alec. Billy 
and Stephen also star on 
the stiver screen, was 
anested Feb. 2 after wreck- 
ing a room at New York's 
Plaza Hotel in a cocaine- 
fuelled rage, police said. 
Baldwin could get up to a 
year in prison. His next 
court appearance is set for 
June IS. 


U.N. weapons inspectors resume 
search for Iraqi missile warheads I 

X mnt-nrhiki» 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


UJ^. ARMS monitors have 
resumed their search for war- 
heads fiUed with biological and 
chemical agents Iraq 
claims to have destroyed and 
bwied in 1991. the top UN. 
weapons ofSdal m Baghdad 
said^^fedrlesday. 

Nils Carlstrom. a fboner 
Swedish majex* general said 
some 20 missDe experts with 
advance survey equqxnent are 
ttying to unearth the missDe 
ptets fbr analysis. 

The experts wiD use metal 
detectors and wDI wear gas 
masks and protective suits in 
case any of the warheads stiD 
ccxitain taxic agents. 

Daqi ofiSdais have said a 
total of 77 warheads were 
fiUed with biological and 
chemical agents and that tbe 
United Nations has accounted 
for aD but seven of them. 

Iraqi offidals say debris from 
the seven warhe^ is in tiie 
area where the excavations are 
taking place. 

Ml Clarisirom would not 
give any information cm the 
number of warheads in dis- 
pute. 


The digs ace takmg place at 
vast rites outside the 
itaL Mr. Carlstrom sakL 

'‘Advanced equipment is 
needed to identic tbe ^ 
where the wadieads are 
buried.’* he odd the Associated 
Press. 

It is tbe seccxid time that 
UN. arms experts are investi- 
gating die sites. 

A mondi-loiig search which 
ended on Mar^ 12 fidled to 
locate the warheads. 

fo I^ubal Iraqi Dqxity Rime 
NhnistBr Tareq Aziz said 
Wednesday dial his country 
refuses to bow to tbe United 
States and sacrifice its indepen- 
dence fix' die sake (ff lifliiig the 
UN. sanedoDS in ftxce since 
1990. 

"V^ could bow to tbe U.S. 
conditions if we wanted to 
secure a lifting of the embargo, 
but we reject tbe b^emony of 
die United States," be told Al 
Kbaleej aewq»per in die 
United Ai^ Endrates. 

‘The United States refuses to 
have relations based on inde- 
pendence, sovereignty and 
common inteE^ with any 
counDy. including tbe big pow- 
ers,” said Ml 

But the depu^ premia* did 


not rule out negotiadons widi 
U3. oil (xxnpanies. 

Iraq *Ts not refusing to bold 
discusskxis widi Aniodcan ^ 
coo^pames cn die baris of 
independence, the same way 
as we deal with ReDc^ 
Rusrian or Chingg* finns,’' he 
said. 

But ‘Tt would be stupid to 
rhinlc that HpaKrig witfi U.S. 
conqianies would lead to a lift- 
ing ^ the embargo," said Ml 
A az. 

In Baghdad, Iraqi Trade 
Munster Mthammad Mabdi 
Saleh said as be reedved a 
Chinese trade delegation, 
Vhdnesday that liraq j^ans to 
boost trade widi China widiin 
the next fisw months. 

“Our trade cooperaticm wiD 
increase during the fourth 
phase of die oil-fbr-food pro- 
gramme,'’ which begjos in 
June. Ml Saleh, who was dted 
by tbe official INA news 
agfiocy, said trade with China, 
be diverrified and encom- 
pass several fields. 

The Chinese del^ation, 
v4iich airived in Iraq Monday, 
is headed ^ U Yan, ol£ tte 
Chinese fbtragn trade min- 
istry's dj^iaitment oE South 
Asia/Afiica. 


VERSAIUJES CAP) — 
French actor Gerard 
Depardieu was treated for 
minoT fwial injuries 
Monday afrer crashing his 
motorbike, police said. 
Depardieu, currently film- 
ing the movie “Asteiix," 
directed by CTaude Zid^ 
lost control of his motor- 
bike on a highway in 
Clairefontaine-eD-Yvefiiies, 
west of Paris, a police 
spokesman said. The 
spokesman, who requested 
anonymity, said die actor 
was treated mainly for 
scratches. 


Barbie lawsuit 
dismissed 


Hizbollah favours reinforcement of 
U.N. observer force in S. Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — A^ offi- 
cial of Lebanon's HifooUafa 
movement said in an inter- 
view published Wednesday 
that he favoured reinforcing 
the U.N. observer fonre in 
south Lebanon to fai^taie an 
Israeli withdrawal. 

The secretary general of the 
Shiite HizboUah, SbeDdi 
Hassan Nasrallah. told die 
Arabic daily Al Hayat that 
strengthening the U.N. force 
would help Beinit d^loy its 
forces to die Israeli border as 
part of any Israeli pullback. 

'Tleinforcenient of the UN. 
blue helmets [observers], 
whose mandate is to assist the 
Lebanese army deploy to the 
border [with Israel], and set- 
ting tl^ deployment in 
motion in coor dinati on with 
the United Nations, would be 
tbe best formula for apply ing 
[U.N. Security Council] 
Resolution 425.” Sheikh 
NasraDab said. 

Some S,(X)0 UN. troops ere 
currently deployed in south 
Lebanon in accordance with 
the 20-year-old UN. resolu- 


tion, which calls for the 
immeriiatp. widldrawal of 
IsraeD troops jfrom Lebanon. 

Hie cunent mandate of die 
UN. force, which is renewed 
evety six months, runs 
through the begiiining of July. 

Sheikh Nasrallah, whose 
HizboUah spearheads aimed 
efforts to eiict Israeli tnxips 
from south Lebanon, also said 
that "nobody wiD accept that 
tbe Lebanese army cixnmits 
itself to guaraDtedng die 
security of Isrsd's borders.'' 

Israel last month accepted 
Resolution 425 on condition 
that Beirut guarantees foe 
security of its ooithem border 
with Lebanon foOowing any 
Israeli wifodrawaL 

Beinit and Damascus, foe 
main powerbroter in 
Lebanon, have rejected tbe 
Iriaeli o^, sayii^ foe UN. 
resolution calls for withdraw- 
al without conditions. 

The EGzboUah leader 
refused to say what his 
group’s strata would be fol- 
lowing an Israeli puUback. 

“Bating could stop at the 


fiontia', OT noL We wiU not 
show our cards,” be said in 
foe interview. 

He foat the group is 
holding its own discussions 
on future strategy, mpluHing 
“whefoertbe goal of the resis- 
tance [to Israel] is to liberate 
Lebanese tenitay or whether 
it goes beyond thaL" 

He added: ‘The Palestinian 
cause concerns us, but 
[vfoelher or not] our assis- 
tance wUl be limited to [polit- I 

ical] support it is now too 
eariy to say." 

Steikh NasiaDah also said 
that he is “not opposed” to the 

Palestinian group Hamas 
training “refugees in 
Palestinian catups in Lebanon 
to form combat units" which 
would fight in the occupied 
Palestinian lertiiories. 

But be said that presently 
‘there is no military coopera- 
fion between Hamas an^j 
HizboUah “because there is 
no need." 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 
federal judge has dismissed a 
lawsuit brought by foe toy 
maker Mattel Inc. a gamst 
MCA Recends over foe 
dance pop-group Aqua’s 
10 hit “Barbie Qri,” an 
MCA spokesperson said. 
U.S. Disfrict Ju(^ WDIiam 
Matfoew Byme, It dis- 
missed aU claims, irri»»ting 
a coumersuiL Mattel dadmed 
it did not ^ve MCApeonis- 
rion to use foe name of its 
top-seUing toy. Byrne had 
previously rejected a version 
of foe lawsuit diat asked for 
foe immediate withdrawal of 
aU copies of “Barbie Giri” 
coit^m discs and videos 
feom store. He said foe song 
was a parody. 


‘Don't pet the ja^[Dar 
— he might eat you' 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
There was an aik, a wprid 
about to end and a lot of ani- 
mals for shooting of foe most 
difficult two-day scene for 
foe film “Deep Impact,” in 
which a meteor his &iitlL 
have Dons, jaguais, hye- 
nas, aUigato^ pyfoons, kw- 
gaioos, ostrich^ buffeloes, 
camels, elejfoants, zebras, 
cattle, chick^ birds, and 
we started with two labl:^'' 
says nnn r iai coordinator 
Jules Sylvester She had to 
wrangle widi 200 anmals fo 
a scene with a modentd^ 
ark when the wodd is abwt 
to end. “We had about 1.000 
e.xtras along with the ani- 
mals, and I fo iind ' myself 
saying, ‘Excuse me ma’am 
rauld you please not pet foe 
jaguar since he tends to want 
to eat you.'" 
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